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like it was designed to be practical. The Crosstour's (aa ; 


sleek, contoured body cloaks a cargo-savvy; tech- 
enabled interior. It's versatility, modernized. Style 


that screams, space that whispers. 
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These days, it’s tempting to try to save a buck or two. But your inner car guy knows your engine is no place to skimp. Just 
look for the big yellow jug and you're always covered. Prestone® 50/50 Ready-to-Use Extended Life Antifreeze/Coolant 
Is formulated to protect any make or model car, and mixes with any color antifreeze. It’s perfectly pre-mixed, so you just 


pop, pour and protect. 


ONLY PRESTONE IS PRESTONE 





wyww.prestone.com ©2008 Honeywell International Inc. A Honeywell car care product. 
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PREVIEW 

Ferrari 458 Italia 

You don’t drive it. 

You grab its terminals 

and let the juice stand 
your hair on end. 

by AARON ROBINSON 


ON THE COVER 
IT’S TIGHT QUARTERS AT OUR 


FOURTH-ANNUAL LIGHTNING LAP. 
PHOTOGRAPHY by MARC URBANO 
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China Gets Rolling 
Arevised gang of five. 
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The complete convertible: 
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BMW hybridizes its twin-turbo 


mall shark. We plant a couple trees. 
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a 





LONG-TERM TESTS 

2008 BMW X6 

xDrive501 Wrap 

Gibberish has never been spoken 
so eloquently. 
CARandDRIVER.com/X6 Wrap 


2010 Mazda 3 Introduction 
We start a40,000-milejourneyin 
one of our favorite budget hatches. 
CARandDRIVER.com/Mazda3Intro 


DRIVEN 

2010 Lexus GX460 

The posh off-roader gets more of 
everything except interior space. 
CARandDRIVER.com/2010GX460 


2009 Roush Ford 

F-250 Propane 

Running Ford’s big dog on BBQ fuel. 
CARandDRIVER.com/PropaneF250 


TESTED 

2009 MTM 

Audi S3 Sportback 

MTM engineers a work-around to 
get the hot-hatch $3 inthe U.S. 
CARandDRIVER.com/MTMS3 


ETC. 


Sarcasm seizures, dullwing, 
an Agassi machine. 


100 Gearbox] 


Racing shoes. 


112 hat I’d Do Different 


Tommy Ivo. 


www.storemags.com & www.fantamag.com 





re. 
= 
& 


"Legacy? Well-equipped at $19,995" 
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Introducing the bigger, better, redesigned 2010 Legacy. A mid-size sedan with 
Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive to grip the road. A SUBARU BOXER® engine gives you 


> SUBARU 


a lower center of gravity for unmatched balance. Add 31 mpg,” and you get one unique 


sense of satisfaction. Feel the love. Love. It’s what makes a Subaru, a Subaru. 





MERA fuel estimates for 2010:Subaru Legacy 2.5i with CVT up to 31 hwy..Actual mileage may vary. MSRP excludes destination-and 
delivery charges, tax, title and registration fees. Dealer sets actual price. Legacy 2.5i Limited pictured with optionalmoonroof has an MSRP of $25,990, 
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Think About It 


FIND OUT IF POWER REALLY CORRUPTS. 


The sordid lure of kinetic gratification. Coupled with the 2010 Genesis Coupe, it can only 
mean trouble. Press the starter button and you'll hear the darkened rumble of a 306-horsepower 
3.8-liter V6 engine that catapults you into the land of shady business. Round a corner 
and that’s where the naughty rear-wheel-drive layout and Torsen® limited-slip differential’ 


come into play. Will it corrupt? Maybe. But it’s certain to spoil. And resistance is futile. 


> RACE ONE AT HyundaiGenesis.com 








= able as part of Track model. See dealer regarding 
IK YU NM 0 A j failability. 3.8 Grand Touring model shown. Hyundai 

C52 | Introducing the Genesis Coupe. is a registered trademark of Hyundai Motor America. 
All rights reserved. ©2009 Hyundai Motor America. 
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by EDDIE ALTERMAN 





LETTER 


What's that adage about never working with kids or animals? 


e often go to ridicu- 
lous lengths to get 
you the story, and I 
do stress ridiculous. 
For this month’s 
eight-way mini-ute 
comparo [“The (Just) O.K. Corral,” [page 68], 
your editors found themselves in Maysville, 
Kentucky, 70 miles northeast of Lexington, 
where the currency is bourbon, horses, basket- 
ball, and Clooneys, who are the indigenous 
celebrities. We needed the first two—a horse 
farm for the equine-themed story’s opening 
shot, and bourbon because it makes life worth 
living. But first we needed lunch. 

We stopped at a very smart-looking estab- 
lishment on U.S. 68 named deSha’s and tucked 
in. The executive chef, Randy Cooper, 
approached and, sensing a northerly disturb- 
ance in his restaurant’s energy field, asked 
what brought us in. “We’re from Car and 
Driver,” barked Dan Winter, our former assist- 
ant art director and resolute comparo-mate, 
“and we needa horse.” 

That is when it started to get weird. Appar- 
ently, you can roll into a family restaurant in 
northern Kentucky and walk out with Secre- 
tariat. Ordering up a filly down there was no 
harder than ordering lunch. Okay, bad analogy. 
I leaned over to another comparo stalwart, 
Lotus engineer George Riehl, and asked, “Am 
I having an auditory hallucination, or did he 
just say he’d get us a horse?” 

Cooper called up Duff Giffen, the city’s 
director of tourism, who came by just as we 
were settling our bill. Fun, vivacious, and well 
turned out, she said, “I have a couple of horse 
farms in mind, but there’s one just up the road 
that I want you to see first.” That’s service! 

The farm, owned by Doug and Kate Hen- 
drickson, sits serenely behind a couple of new- 
home developments. Reached at the end of a 
long, tree-lined driveway, the 400-acre farm 
comprises a series of large corrals hemmed in 
by the kind of brown wooden fences you see in 
Kentucky tourism one-pagers. 





Five horses were standing at the far end of 
one corral, but they trotted over to get fed as 
soon as they achieved radar lock. We obliged 
with some Funyuns and breath mints. (Just 
kidding, Mr. Hendrickson.) Giffen said, “These 
horses are ridden by kids in the neighborhood. 
Tennessee walkers, appaloosas, one paint, and 
one thoroughbred—they’re all friendly.” We 
asked her where we could get some apples and 
carrots, and she wrinkled her nose and pro- 
duced them. (A trip to the store also may have 
been involved, but we were too busy trying to 


took a whiff of the CR-V’s hood and bolted 
away in the opposite direction. We whipped 
out the apples and carrots. The horses began 
encroaching like zombies. 

One gelding took our feed and then moved 
on to the Mitsubishi’s side-view mirror, gnaw- 
ing away robotically. Another, his appetite 
whetted by the canapés, started foraging at the 
hood of the RAV4 with his teeth, scratching 
down to the primer. All began relieving them- 
selves in symphonic rondo. 

Slowly, and without us quite realizing it, 





Apparently, you can roll into a family 
restaurant in northern Kentucky 
and walk out with Secretariat. 


start the old Ford tractors on the property, hop- 
ing to do alittle farm-implement jousting.) 

We opened up the large central corral and 
parked the eight vehicles in an art-directed 
arrangement. Photographer Marc Urbano and 
creative director Darin Johnson set up their 
cameras right where the fencing formed a 
short, square bottleneck. 

The horses approached the parked utes 
cautiously but with a high level of curiosity, as 
if to ask, So these are the things that replaced us? 
One was morbidly flatulent and milled about 
inthe bottleneck behind the camera. Another 


these sheetmetal snackers had pushed us back 
into the corner of the fence. They began traips- 
ing in front of us, nudging us with their bulk 
and peppering us with belches and farts and 
sounds so unnatural I thought they had come 
from the tractors. 

Urbano leapt up onto the fence behind him, 
claiming to need a higher vantage point but 
clearly propelled skyward by a mixture of pro- 
fessionalism and good old-fashioned freakout. 

Like I said, it got weird. But it was a provi- 
dential weirdness. Need I mention we got the 
shot? = 
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WHERE IN THE WORLD 
IS ALAN TAYLOR! 


Alan Taylor, host of Car and Driver 
Radio, shown here with Regis Philbin 
during his annual “Auto Week” gig on 
ABC’s “Live with Regis & Kelly.” For 
a decade Alan has been unveiling 
everything from concept cars, to the 
latest automotive World debuts. Tune 
in and get informed and entertained. 


Car and Driver Radio can currently be 
heard in nearly 100 markets via: Radio 
America Network, broadcast from 
Petersen Automotive Museum. 


S 
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Listen in live at RadioAmerica.org 
every Saturday from 6-9 am PST, or 
check their website for a station near 
you. To hear clips from our radio 
archives, download our regular 
podcast at CarandDriver.com. 
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The days of stopwatches 
and fifth wheels weren’t 


so bad. Right? well, long before 
useful devices like anti-lock brakes 

Felalo Mieco dcelamerelalace)Mi(=)c-Mlaligele|ler-yep 
test-drivers really had to work to keep 
those skinny, bias-ply tires from going 
up in smoke during an acceleration run. 
In the 1950s, handling was something 
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Ie) mND TE; STS favorite vintage road tests, even a few 


surprises, from those golden years. 
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FEATURING CARS FROM SOME 
OF OUR FAVORITE OLD ROAD TESTS 


TO ORDER BY PHONE: 1-800-914-5656 
or 1-949-610-0472 


TO ORDER ONLINE: 
SHOP.GARANDDRIVER.COM 


_ — == : 
— ee —— 


—————! | 


ROADTESTS fF CAR=DRIVER 


www.storemags.com & www.fantamag.com 





. * Crisp, comfortable white 100% cotton pinpoint oxford 
P d u | F r eC d E ] C k dress shirts in Regular, Big & Tall or Trim Fit at a 
YOUR FIT. YOUR STYLE.” 
SPECIAL 


INTRODUCTORY 
PRICE... 


Reg. $39.50-349.50 


More options than youl 
find anywhere else! 


Your Collar Style: 

Six Collar Choices. 

Your Cuff: ) 
Button or French Cuff. 
Your Fit: 

Regular, Big & Tall or Trim. 
Your Size: 

142" 32" to 20" x 37". 





Shown: 
Straight Collar, #120 $19.95 


' “lid 
Al Satin Necktie, #TPEI580 $49.50 


v= = a 
Specify promotional code EZRSC2. 


New customer offer. Limit four shirts per customer. Shipping charges extra. 
Cannot be combined with other offers. Expires 2/28/10. 


Order Today! Call 800-247-1417 or visit paulfredrick.com/exclusive 





Introducing the CAR= DRIVER 
buyer’s guide app 











Obtain the buying power 
on your iPhone™ 
or iPod touch'™ 


BUTER'S GUIDE 
CHOCHE A MAKE AND MODEL 


| [" Available on the 
Lw App Store 
Visit caranddriver.com/mobile , | 


Se See on your computer or phone 
| — for more information | 


iPhone™ is a trademark of Apple Inc., 

registered in the U.S. and other countries. 

For iPhone™, an AT&T wireless service ia 
contract with broadband or with Wi-Fi : 
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Internet access if required. For iPod™ 
touch, Wi-Fi Internet access is required. 
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EXOTO PRESENTS: 


Tipo 15 
EY SHARKNOSE : 





Winner, Grand Prix of Italy at Monza. 













Monza, 1961: Phil Hill became the first American to win 

the F1 World Championship. His car: the Tipo 156 “Sharknose” Ferrari. But the car shown 

here isn’t the original; rather, it’s a 1:18-scale model that is, without doubt, the most 
beautifully authentic re-creation of Phil’s championship-winning car we’ve 

ever seen. Just check out the V-6 engine. ..its six butterfly valves open and close with 
~~~. agentle push on the accelerator. And with body panels removed, the exqui- 

‘s. site detailing comes into clearer view—revealing a car so painstakingly 

Parts such as the \,_ Ctafted that it reminds us of a fine watch. This Exoto model is by no 


Rr de by ain means inexpensive, but what items of such rare quality ever are? 
and radiator plumbing 
J lend Exoto’s 156 a 

~, realism you won’t find 
in any other Ferrari 
: model! 











1:18 SCALE 


PLUS $18.00 SHIPPING + HANDLING 
CODE # GPC 97204 





To order by phone: 1-800-914-5656 (toll free) 


or 1-949-610-0472 (a 
To order by fax: 1-949-722-6114 [ AR AND 


To order online: shop.caranddriver.com 
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SARCASM SEIZURES 
Ho-hum, another supercar 
comparo [ “Street Cars Named 
Desire,” November 2009]. Now, 
an article on all the classic cars 
behind them in the lead photo 
taken in Ypsilanti, Michigan, that 
would have been interesting! 
MIKE PEDERSEN 
NORTH BERWICK, MAINE 


Wow! A Corvette beat a Mustang 
in “The Battle for America’s Best 
Sports Car!” How manytimes 
has that happened? Umpteen? 
Isn’t that in the news category of 
“Dog Bites Man”? Next month, 
why don’t you test the same two 
cars in “The Battle for America’s 
Best Pony Car!” Justa wild 
guess, but I bet the Mustang 
wins that one. 
LEE WILLIAMS 
GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA 
That’s sarcasm, isn’t it? 
= “Dog Bites Man”—that 
was the tip-off, right? But not as 
subtle as this next guy—Ed. 


BMW GREASED! 

Sweet merciful crap!!! The Audi 
S4 beat your beloved BM W 3351 
in acomparison test [ November 
2009]? Howis this possible? 
Were you guys high on 
something? I think I see Jesus 


outside my window giving me 
the finger. 
WILLIAM PETERSON 
GARLAND, TEXAS 


My brain still reeling, 
Iaccept four above three, 
but only in math. 
BOB SHAW 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 


Your comparison spilled some 
ink to explain why the two cars 
are comparable in cost despite 
the inflated as-tested price of the 
Audi $4. Unfortunately, it 
appears that Audihas pulleda 
fast one because the Drive Select 
system isn’t available on the base 
S4. One can get the sport 
differential on the base S4, but to 
get the full electronic suspension 
package, a buyer must step up to 
the Prestige trim level. The least- 
expensive S4 with Drive Select is 
nearly $57K. That price overlaps 
with the M3’s. 
CARL FRIDDLE 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
= The base S4 is indeed 
available with the Drive 
Select package, including the 
trick diff, all for $50,675. Audi 
expects to sell most S4s for 
about $50,000, right where a 
fairly loaded 335i lands and 
$6975 less than the base M3 
sedan, which has a V-8 (and 
81 more horses than the Audi). 
We could have compared 
our loaded test car against 
a base M3, but we thought 
it wiser to match it with the 
very comparably priced 
and spec’d—mechanically 
speaking—335i—Ed. 
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Opinions are like 


exhausts-everybody 


has at least one. 


Send yours to: editors@CARandDRIVER.com 


Itake issue with your assertion 
that the “additional weight, 
extra body roll, and inferior 
weight balance of a four-wheel- 
drive 335i hinder the overall 
performance.” Check out www. 
fastestlaps.com, where you will 
find that, of 480 vehicles tested 
by Auto Zeitung (aGerman 
enthusiast publication) on its 
test track, the 08 335xi AWD 
sedan ranks soth (lap time of 
1:43.1). The 335i rear-drive coupe 
ranks 89th (2:45.8). [understand 
that conditions could have been 
different, but 2.7 seconds is an 
eternity, especially ona short 
track suchas this. 
DEREK KAZNOSKI 
MARTINSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA 


DULLWING 
It took me most of the Mercedes 
SLS article [“Flight of the 
Gullwing,” November 2009] 
to realize why I was so 
underwhelmed by what should 
bea fantastic gullwing 
recreation: the color. Why would 
the Mercedes marketing folk 
subject their prized possession 
to Cash-for-Clunker Grand 
Caravan red instead of draping 
itina more Germanic (and 
historic) shade of Mercedes 
silver? In that red, the car simply 
doesn’t compute. 
JOE VETO 
LAKE VILLA, ILLINOIS 


OK,is @ 
silverany & 
better? 
—Ed. 
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The Mercedes SLS looks like 
someone put a Miata hardtop 
on it and the car was then rear- 
ended. Compared with a Dodge 
Viper, the SLS is 150 pounds 
heavier; is down 40 horsepower 
and 80 pound-feet of torque; gets 
worse gas mileage; has much 
smaller tires; has a lower top 
speed; and is slower from 0 to 60, 
inthe quarter-mile, and around 
the Nurburgring. It also costs 
two and ahalftimesas much. 
Please explain why I’m supposed 
to want one. 
DAVID DICKS 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 


Is it just me, or do Iremember 
seeing Vipers being used as the 
test-bed cars leading up to this 
ugly duckling? The 2011 SLS 
AMG started development life as 
a super-Viper while Mercedes 
stillowned Chrysler. The 
proportions, the aerodynamics, 
the cooling passages, and the 
drivetrain format are all based 
almost entirely on the Viper’s— 
just supercar-ized. The least 
Mercedes could dois give the 
Viper development team a shout 
out for getting them started! 
SCOTT SNIDER 


BEL AIR, MARYLAND 





Vyvanse for adults with 


Shown to be effective even at 





IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 


Vyvanse is indicated for the treatment of ADHD. Efficacy based on two 
controlled trials in children aged 6 to 12 and one controlled trial in adults, 


Tell the doctor about any heart conditions, including structural 
abnormalities, that you, your child, or a family member, may have. 
Inform the doctor immediately if you or your child develops symptoms 
that suggest heart problems, such as chest pain or fainting. 


Vyvanse should not be taken if you or your child has advanced disease of 
the blood vessels (arteriosclerosis); symptomatic heart disease; moderate 
to severe high blood pressure; overactive thyroid gland (hyperthyroidism); 
Known allergy or unusual reactions to drugs called sympathomimetic 
amines (for example, pseudoephedrine); seizures; glaucoma; a history 
of problems with alcohol or drugs; agitated states; taken a monoamine 
oxidase inhibitor (MAOI) within the last 14 days. 

Tell the doctor before taking Vyvanse if you or your child is being 
treated for or has symptoms of depression (sadness, worthlessness, or 
hopelessness) or bipolar disorder; has abnormal thought or visions, hears 
abnormal sounds, or has been diagnosed with psychosis; has had seizures 
or abnormal EEGs; has or has had high blood pressure; exhibits aqqressive 
behavior or hostility. Tell the doctor immediately if you or your child 
develops any of these conditions or symptoms while taking Vyvanse. 


after taking. 


7:00 AM 
Ate breakfast and 
took Vyvanse. 


11:00 am 
Focused on finishing 
a presentation. 





5:00 pm 
- Organized my 
monthly bills. 


9:00 pm 
Was able to sit through 
my child's favorite movie. 


Wyvanse 
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Ina clinical study with adults with ADHD, Vyvanse 
significantly improved symptoms of inattention 
(eq, lack of focus), hyperactivity, and impulsivity. 
In another clinical study, Vyvanse was shown to 

be effective 2 hours after taking and was effective 

consistently throughout the day. 


If you have ADHD and have trouble 
focusing, ask your doctor about Vyvanse. 
1-866-633-4793, www.vyvanse.com 


Abuse of amphetamines may lead to dependence. Misuse of 
amphetamine may cause sudden death and serious cardiovascular 
adverse events, These events have also been reported rarely with 
amphetamine use. 


Talk to your healthcare provider if your child experiences slowing of 
growth (height and weight), Children should have their heightand weight 
checked periodically while taking Vyvanse. Your healthcare provider may 
stop Vyvanse treatment if a problem is found during these check-ups, 


Vyvanse was generally well tolerated in clinical studies. The most common 
side effects reported in studies of Vyvanse were: children — decreased 
appetite, difficulty falling asleep, stomachache, and irritability; adult - 
decreased appetite, difficulty falling asleep, and dry mouth. 


Aggression, new abnormal thoughts/behaviors, mania, growth 
suppression, worsening of motion or verbal tics, and Tourette's syndrome 
have been associated with use of drugs of this type. Tell the doctor if you 
or your child has blurred visian while taking Vyvanse. 


Please see Patient Brief Summary of Full Prescribing Information on 
the following page. 


(Shire ©2009 Shire Us Inc. vyv-00663 09/09 


You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 
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MEDICATION GUIDE 
VYVANSE*(lisdexamfetamine dimesylate) Cll 


Read the Medication Guide that comes with Vyvanse before you or your child 
starts taking it and each time you get a refill. There may be new information. This 
Medication Guide does not take the place of talking to your doctor about you or 
your child's treatment with Vyvanse. 


What is the most important information | should know about Vyvanse? 
Vyvanse is a stimulant medicine. The following have been reported with 
use of stimulant medicines. 


1. Heart-related problems: 
* sudden death in patients who have heart problems or heart defects 


* stroke and heart attack in adults 

* increased blood pressure and heart rate 

Tell your dector if you or your child have any heart problems, heart defects, high 

blood pressure. or a family history of these problems. 

Your doctor should check you or your child carefully for heart problems before 

starting Vyvanse, 

Your doctor should check you or your child's blood pressure and heart rate req- 

ularly during treatment with Vyvanse. 

Call your doctor right away if you or your child has any signs of heart problems 

such as chest pain, shortness of breath, or fainting while taking Vyvanse. 

2. Mental (Psychiatric) problems: 

All Patients 

* new or worse behavior and thought problems 

* new or worse bipolar illness 

* New or worse aggressive behavior or hostility 

Children and Teenagers 

* new psychotic symptoms (such as hearing voices, believing things 

that are not true, are suspicious) or new manic symptoms 

Tell your doctor about any mental problems you or your child have, or about a 

family history of suicide, bipolar illness, or depression. 

Call your doctor right away if you or your child have any new or worsening 

mental symptoms or problems while taking Vyvanse, especially seeing or hear- 

ing things that are not real, believing things that are not real, or are suspicious. 
What Is Vyvanse? 
Vyvanse is a central nervous system stimulant prescription medicine. It is used 
for the treatment of Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). Vyvanse 
may help increase attention and decrease impulsiveness and hyperactivity in 
patients with ADHD. 
Vyvanse should be used as a part of a total treatment program for ADHD that may 
include counseling or othar therapies. 


Vyvanse is a federally controlled substance (Cll) because it can be abused or 
lead to dependence. Keep Vyvanse in a safe place to prevent misuse and 
abuse. Selling or giving away Vyvanse may harm others, and is against the law. 





Tell your doctor if you or your child have (or have a family history of) ever 
abused or been dependent on alcohol, prescription medicines or street drugs. 


Who should not take Vyvanse? 
a should not be taken if you or your child: 





* have heart disease or hardening * are very anxious, tense, or agitated 
of the arteries » have a history of drug abuse 
have moderate to severe high * are taking or have taken within the 
blood pressure past 14 days an anti-depression 
* have hyperthyroidism medicine called a monoamine 
* have an eye problem called glaucoma —_ oxidase inhibitor or MAOI 
* is sensitive to, allergic to, or had a reaction to other stimulant medicines 
Vyvanse has not been studied in children less than 6 years old. Vyvanse is not 
recommended for use in children less than 3 years old. 
Vyvanse may not be right for you or your child. Before starting Vyvanse tell your 
or your child's doctor about all health conditions (or a family history of) including: 
* heart problems, heart defects, high * liver or kidney oroblems 
blood pressure * thyroid problems 
* mental problems including psychosis, » seizures or have had an abnormal 
mania, bipolar illness, or depression brain wave test (EEG) 
* tics or Tourette’s syndrome 
Tell your doctor if you or your child is pregnant, planning to become pregnant. or 
breastfeeding. 


Can Vyvanse be taken with other medicines? 

Tell your doctor about all of the medicines that you or your child take includ- 

ing prescription and non-prescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal sup- 

plements. Vyvanse and some medicines may interact with each other and cause 

serious side effects. Sometimes the doses of other medicines will need to be 

adjusted while taking Vyvanse. 

Your doctor will decide whether Vyvanse can be taken with other medicines. 

Especially tell your doctor if you or your child takes: 

: anti-depression medicines including MAOIs « blood pressure medicines 

* anti-psychotic medicines * seizure medicines 

* lithium * narcotic pain medicines 

Know the medicines that you or your child takes. Keep a list of your medicines with 

you to show your doctor and pharmacist. 

Do not start any new medicine while taking Vyvanse without talking to your 

doctor first. 

How should Vyvanse be taken? 

« Take Vyvanse exactly as prescribed. Vyvanse comes in 6 differant strength 

capsules. Your doctor may adjust the dose until it is right for you or your child. 

Take Vyvanse once a day in the morning. 

Vyvanse can be taken with or without food. 

From time to time, your doctor may stop Vyvanse treatment for a while to check 

ADHD symptoms. 

Your doctor may do regular checks of the blood, heart, and blood pressure while 

taking Vyvanse. Children should have their height and weight checked often 

while taking Vyvanse. Vyvanse treatment may be stopped if a problem is found 

during these check-ups. 

* lf you or your child takes too much Vyvanse or overdoses, call your 
doctor or poison control center right away, or get emergency treatment. 

What are possible side effects of Vyvanse? 

see “What is the most important information | should know about 

Vyvanse?” for information on reported heart and mental problems. 

Other serious side effects include: 

* slowing of growth (height and weight) in children 

* seizures, mainly in patients with a history of seizures 

* eyesight changes or blurred vision 

Common side effects include: 


* upper belly pain * nausea * ary mouth 
* dizziness * weight loss * trouble sleeping 
* irritability * decreased appetite  * vomiting 


Vyvanse may affect your or your childs ability to drive or do other dangerous activities. 

Talk to your doctor if you or your child has side effects that are bothersome or do 

not go away. 

This is not a complete list of possible side effects. Ask your doctor or pharmacist 

for more information. 

Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. You may report side effects 

to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088, 

How should | store Vyvanse? 

* Store Vyvanse in a safe place at room temperature, 59 to 86° F (15 to 30° C). 
Protect from light. 

* Keep Vyvanse and all medicines out of the reach of children. 

General information about Vyvanse 

Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes other than those 

listed in a Medication Guide. Do not use Vyvanse for a condition for which it was 

not prescribed. Do not give Vyvanse to other people, even if they have the same 

condition. It may harm them and it is against the law. 

This Medication Guide summarizes the most important information about Vyvanse. If 

you would like more information, talk with your doctor. You can ask your doctor or phar- 

macist for information about V\yvanse that was wntten for healthcare professionals. For 

more information about Vyvanse, please contact Shire US Inc. at 1-800-828-2088. 

What are the ingredients in Vyvanse? 

Active Ingredient: lisdexamfetamine dimesylate 

Inactive Ingredients: microcrystalline cellulose, croscarmellose sodium, and 

magnesium stearate. Tne capsule shells contain gelatin, titanium dioxide, and one 

or more of the following: D&C Red #28, D&C Yellow #10, FD&C Blue #1, FD&C 

Green #3, and FD&C Red #40. 

This Medication Guide has been approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 

© 2009 Shire US Inc. US Pat No. 7,105,486 and US Pat No. 7,223,735 

Last Modified: 05/2009 VYV-01080 cShire 
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DROP DEAD 
P.J. O’Rourke missed the point regarding the 
purpose of cars like the Rolls-Royce drophead 
coupe [“Wildlife Management,” November 
2009]. It’s all about excess, not utility...He 
couldalso try to throwina couple more geezer 
references like Topperand Kareem Abdul- 
Jabber [sic]. That will really attract a younger 
audience. Also, the gay-pride parade called, 
and they want their shirt back (seepage 57). 
KEN ROESCHEL 
BARTLETT, ILLINOIS 


Whenever you get around to publishing an 
article about the Rolls drophead, I would love 
to read it. Ijust finished the article you ran 
about rich people and politics, with allthose 
Phantom pictures surrounding it. Immersed 
in all that off-topic subject matter, I did find 
sentences about the hubcaps, the door- 
opening button, the hood, and the teak deck. 
Sounds cool. Too bad I know nothing else 
about the engineering or the styling effort it 
takes to create such a beautifully unobtainable 
car. ’ma gearhead because, when people talk 
about political interests and wealth, I drift off 
and think about how brilliant an engine design 
would have to be to have the longevity of the 
V-12 that was born in the Miura and will die 
after 30 years of redesign and modification. 
Please stay on topic. 
ALBERT CHAMBERLAIN, M.D. 
GALVESTON, TEXAS 


The fact that I had trouble understanding the 
purpose of the Rolls-Royce exposé was proof 
enough that Iam not rich enough to buy one. I 
learned nothing that a good stare at the 
pictures couldn’t tell me. And unlike in the 
movie Cars, the drophead coupe cannot speak 
for itself. That’s what writers are for! MyIQ 
dropped five points as a result of reading 
O’Rourke’s article. In any case, thank you for 
intelligence my lowering [sic]. Damn it! That 
didn’t take long. 
PAUL E. LORENC 
PISCATAWAY, NEW JERSEY 


Due to C/D’s general irrelevance of 
information about vehicles I don’t care about 
or can’t afford, I’m dropping my subscription. 
But how refreshing it was to read, in my final 
issue, aclassy car report bya humorous and 
literate adult rather than the self-satisfied, 
snide adolescents who too often have voice in 
the magazine. 

O’Rourke’s insightful and funny 
observations on the drophead coupe were far 
and away your best offering, ever. It made me 
recall all the other 450- or 500-hp 
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mythological beasts that I’ve never seen, never 
will see, and do not miss seeing. O’Rourke’s 
hilarious take, though, however well done, was 
symbolic of the white elephant in the room. 
Were we all breathlessly awaiting more 
fantasy fulfillment by lapping up the pictures 
and the plain silly marketing of the Bugatti 
Veyron 16.4 Grand Sport, another completely 
unnecessary and improbable vehicle? 
CHARLIE BAUMHAUER 
WEAVERVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 
Well, yow’re not going to be sleeping 
with Gisele Btindchen, either, but 
don’t you want to at least get a good look at 
her?—Ed. 


Deplorable article. The overuse of allegories is 
nauseating. Looks also like O’Rourke asked 
the wrong people regarding who would 
purchase the Rolls: “One will be sold to Puff 
Daddy, and the rest will go to the Persian 
Gulf.” Funny how all the dropheads I’ve seen 
around the affluent areas of L.A. (arguably one 
of the most ethnically diverse cities in the 
country) hada white person at the wheel. Your 
comment: “We'll have to find our dogs anew 
home ata Pan-Asian restaurant...” is highly 
offensive. I find it interesting that [O’Rourke]| 
assumes anyone who can afford this car is 
directly or indirectly involved with the 
deteriorating condition of the United States. 
SAMUEL OH 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


PULITZER DEPT. 
Aaron Robinson [“Moby Quick,” November 
2009] just graduated to master class with his 
article on the Bugatti Grand Sport. This is why 
Tread C/D. 
DYLAN BROOKS 
WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA 
Somebody insert a masturbation joke 
here, then toss this note—Ed. 


AMERICAN NIGHTMARES 
American Motors [“An American Tale,” 
November 2009] hada demographics 
problem. “Bunkie” Knudsen’s famous quote 
applies: “You can sell a young man’s car to an 
old man, but you cannot sell an old man’s car to 
ayoung man.” AM bought large newspaper ads 
showing a teenage boy driving an Ambassador 
sedan. He was smiling (on the outside, but 
crying on the inside, I’m sure). 
DAVE KLOMAN 
PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 


Enjoyed the article. AMC had unique designs. I 
just readan MSN-page poll of the 10 ugliest 
cars; AMC had three. One was a’74 Matador, 
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which C/D called the best-styled 
auto in 1974. How funny is that? 
TOM DELENA 
NORTH READING, 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Surely we said it was 
the best-styled car of 
1774—Ed. 


It’s great to see enthusiasts 
devoted to more than just Ford 
and Chevy. Ronald and Donna 
Helderman from Indiana, with 
their 63 Rambler American 330 
wagon, have figured out what life 
is all about. And it’s not about 
what fancy and expensive car 
you drive but about driving what 
you love and what keeps the 
memories alive. I hope my wife 
and I can be as coolas them when 
we grow up! 
CHAD WELLS 
TOTOWA, NEW JERSEY 


THE GM BOARD 
The average age of GM’s current 
board of directors [“GM’s 
Supreme Court,” Upfront, 
November 2009] is 61 ifmy long 
division is correct. Isthat the age 
when people are the most 
innovative, creative, and 
energetic? But I suspect that 
number is close to the average 
age of GM customers, so it’s a 
good fit. Howcan I make this 
letter funnier? ’m almost 61, 
sense of humor going fast. 
Memory going, too, was going to 
ask you something else... I 
remember! Why did you stop 
giving out junk to the best letter 
of the month? 
PAUL ZURKUHLEN 

_ LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 

= I forget—Ed. 


Nowthat you’ve given us the 
abridged CV of GM’s board 
members, here’s what We the 
People want to know: 
For whom did they vote? 
How much and to whom did 
they contribute politically? 
What did they drive before 
being placed on GM’s board? 
What GM car (or truck) did 
each choose asa board 
appointee? 


What are their respective 
reaction times in the quarter- 
mile? 

As for Philip Laskawy also 
serving on the board of Fannie 
Mae: Are they kidding? 

TOM FERRARA 
POUND RIDGE, NEW YORK 


DEALER OVERKILL? 
The question of shrinking the 
auto-deal community [Eddie 
Alterman, “After the Fallout,” 
November 2009] has much more 
to do with ensuring that dealers 
are profitable and not “eating 
each other’s babies.” Sure, the 
manufacturer can save some 
costs by having fewer dealers, 
but a profitable dealer is one who 
can and will invest in his future, 
which includes the store 
property, car inventory, parts 
inventory, training, customer 
satisfaction, etc. Marginal 
dealers are scrimping on all 
those items, and it shows. Do we 
reallyneed a Chevy ora Ford 
dealer every 8 to 10 miles along 
the major highways ofa metro 
area of two million souls? 
JAMES YOUNG JR. 
VIA THE INTERNET 


LONG-TERM TIRES 
In many long-term tests, you 
replace tires and sometimes 
brakes at only 20,000 to 25,000 
miles. Certainly this is not 
normal or average. You pay an 
average of $400 per tire, or more. 
New cars come with top-of-the- 
line tires that should have at 
least 50,000 miles of tread wear, 
so why doesn’t the tire warranty 
come into play? 
PAUL COURSON 
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 
Replacing brakes in 
less than 40K miles is 
indeed rare, and we’ve only 
had to do so on three of 22 
long-term cars over the past 
three years (and just one of the 
three, the Dodge Caravan, was 
amainstream vehicle). As for 
tires, new cars don’t come with 
atread-life warranty—that’s 
only for replacement rubber. 
But even in the aftermarket, 
nothing in the grippy and fast- 
wearing, high-performance 
categories qualifies for sucha 
warranty. And $300 to $400 
is simply what a 19- or 20-inch 
tire costs for today’s sporting 
machines—Ed. 


CHUTES AND LEAVES 

My November issue showed up 
today. I dove in immediately. On 
Ilearned the Corvette 
Grand Sport has “mongoose 
reflexes.” Onfpage 83] you told 
me the Jaguar XF has 
“mongoose reflexes.” 

Doyou have a PayPal account 
where Ican senda contribution 
to your “Renew the Roget’s 
Subscription” fund? 

RON NATH 
VIA THE INTERNET 
Yes, send itin care of OV 
Lightnin’ Swan—Ed. 


Regarding Mark Gillies’s 
preview of the 2012 Fiat 500 
Abarth [| November 2009]. 
Exactly what is a “nice, fruity 
exhaust note”? Ido not believe I 
have ever come across this 
description in an automotive 
review. 
BOB MEAD 
AMHERST, NEW YORK 
Well, it was either that 
= or, “You can drive the 
snot out of it with little fear of 
getting bitin the ass.” Plus, we'd 
used up allthe masturbation 
jokes—Ed. = 
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AGASSI MACHINE 
The front end of the Spyker C8 Aileron 

| November 2009] says Jaguar and Aston 
Martin, the tail end says Alfaand GT4o, 
and the manufacturer name says 
Pokemon. However, either Scotty 
installed a handful of photon torpedo 
tubes and a pair of phasers, or this is the 
jet air car that Popular Science swears 
we'll all be driving any decade now. 
Functional they may be, but do they 
launch ground-to-ground missiles, or 
are they the retro-rockets for reentry? 
pegs please advise your stylists that 
A ducts look slightly less dorky and 
work better. While a Murcielago looks 
like it enjoys eating small 

mammals, your car 





RICHFIELD, WISCONSIN 


looks likea 
multibarrel 
tennis-ball 
machine. 
RICK LOTTER 
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Twenty new rules to boost NASCAR’s ratings. 


nother NASCAR season has 
concluded, yet I still don’t grasp 
the “Race for the Chase.” You 
get most of the waythrough the 
season, then the dozen best 
drivers lose all their points and start over again, 
while the rest of the field—the losers, who 
already feel like crap—are excluded from cham- 
pionship contention and are showcased nation- 
ally as losers, tried twice for the same crime. 

I do understand why sanctioning bodies— 
now including the NHRA, with its awkwardly 
named “Countdown to One”—might be drawn 
to such contrivances. It effectively bestows two 
championship titles per season. But if specta- 
tors are reallysuch obliging nitwits, how about 
this: The driver who wins any race is immedi- 
ately crowned the champion. Maybe even the 
world champion. And he remains the world 
champion until someone else wins—probably 
at the next event—and then the series gets to 
crown yet another world champion. This sys- 
tem theoretically gives NASCAR 36 champions 
per year and the NHRA, 24. Here are 20 other 
new rules to boost NASCAR’s ratings: 

1. Fans may throw anything on the track at 
any time, as long as it is: a) an item made of 
glass, b) acar battery, or c) ariding mower. 

2. One grandstand at every track must be 
reserved exclusively for: a) alcoholics (blood- 
alcohol levels will be tested), b) persons wear- 
ing electronic ankle tethers, and c) rodeo 
clowns with snakes. 

3. All cars must be capable of 300 mph. To 
achieve this, no scrutineer will ever glance 
under the hood of a competitor’s car. (Note: 
Solid rocket fuel, while discouraged, will not 
be expressly banned as long as it is “The Offi- 
cial Solid Rocket Fuel of NASCAR.”) 

4. The speed limit on pit lane will be 175 
mph—strictly enforced, no exceptions. 

5- Three (3) celebrity drivers and/or politi- 
cian drivers will compete in everyrace. At least 
one (1) must be severely maimed or paralyzed 
in a crash so violent that it shuts down the 
track for thirty (30) minutes, a period hence- 





forth to be knownas “Free-Beer Time.” 

6. A lottery will be undertaken in which 
three (3) RV and/or bus owners in the infield 
will be permitted to compete in the actual race 
for any ten (10) laps of their choosing. 

7. During “Free-Beer Time,” fans will elec- 
tronically vote to sacrifice between six (6) and 
nine (9) spectator vehicles to a peat bog main- 
tained at every track, starting with the auto- 
mobile the promoter drove to that day’s race. 

8. During the event, the spectator who 
starts the largest fire will be invited to partici- 
pate in the victory celebration. 

g. At one race each year, the National Rifle 


is televised live on the infield JumboTron. 

14. The TV broadcasting team will, at every 
race, include two (2) of the following persons 
as color commentators: John Madden, O.J. 
Simpson, Ellen DeGeneres, Michael Jackson’s 
physician, Sly and the Family Stone, Sharon 
Stone, Oliver Stone, Stone Phillips, or the Roll- 
ing Stones. 

15. One (1) car per event must explode. 

16. Twenty (20) minutes of each TV broad- 
cast will be allotted to a segment videotaped in 
the grandstands. This segment will officially 
be known as “Is She Wearing a Bra?” 

17. Any competitor with the surname 


During ‘Free-Beer Time, drivers 
will demonstrate their helmet- 


throwing abilities. 


Association will hold its annual convention 
and, during green-flag racing, will oversee a 
competition that determines the organiza- 
tion’s “Marksman of the Year.” 

10. During “Free-Beer Time,” drivers will 
demonstrate their helmet-throwing abilities. 
Any driver who inflicts a closed head injury will 
be crowned that day’s “Helmet-Hurling Hero” 
and will restart the race in first place. 

11. Every pit crew must employ one (1) 
actual simian, with DNA to be tested by the San 
Diego Zoo. This simian may have any name as 
long as it’s “Walker, Texas Ranger” and must 
perform a vital pit function—changing tires, 
adding fuel, or challenging the drivertoagame 
of rock/paper/scissors. 

12. At any time, members of the France 
family can demand the installation of snow 
chains on the driven wheels of five (5) compet- 
ing vehicles. 

13. On lap 100, one (1) driver will be selected 
at random to undergoa personal IRS audit that 
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“Busch” will be ejected from the premises of all 
tracks, including those tracks that have never 
hosteda NASCAR event. 

18. At the night event at Bristol Motor 
Speedway, the back straightaway will include 
aramp-to-ramp leap of no less than sixty (60) 
feet. Competitors who misjudge their entry 
speeds and land amidst throngs of spectators 
will be subject to a drive-through penalty but 
will not lose a lap. 

19. Any driver whose car is disabled can 
reenter the race but onlyinarental car acquired 
through “The Official Rental-Car Agency of 
NASCAR.” 

20. On an undisclosed lap of every race, 
NASCARwill prominently display a handsome 
skull-and-crossbones flag, informing drivers 
that the event, effective immediately, will pro- 
ceed ina clockwise direction. 

NASCAR reserves the right to change any 
of these rules at any time it pleases. (This is not 
anewrule.) = 
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An uncompromising solution conceived out of thin air. 
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assion to fuse form and funcaon led him to Infinitis own 
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am six feet two, and my suit size is 48 

Long. Among the joys of my life are small 

cars. Somewhere in the back issues of 

this magazine I can be found singing the 

praises of little cars, suggesting that 
“low mass is its own reward.” 

Sometimes men, shorter and in better 
shape than I, approach me to say, “I can’t get 
into these little cars. I don’t know what it is. I 
just don’t fitin them.” Well, Georg Kacher, the 
ubiquitous European automotive correspond- 
ent, is bigger than I am, drives like a star of the 
old Joie Chitwood Thrill Show, and loves the 
Fiat X1/9, finding it roomy and comfortable. 

That whining complaint about the lack of 
interior space inthe most popular small cars is 
somehow related to concerns about 
one’s own size and shape and the 
impression we make on entering a 
crowded room or driving up to the 
entrance of the country club. These 
guys are uncomfortable with the 
notion that they may not appear big 
or important enough! God help them. 
A Greek god couldarrive ona Whizzer 
bike andimmediately captivate every- 
one at the company picnic. A Caspar 
Milquetoast could arrive in a custom- 
ized Hummer and have the same crowd 
wetting themselves in spasms of laugh- 
ter. It ain’t whatcha drive, guys, it’s whatcha 
bring to the driving experience. 

Weare currently blessed witha wonderful 
assortment of little cars, any or all of them 
designed to cause sleepless nights among the 
members of OPEC. Any small car is fun to 
drive. They’re easier to park, easier to maneu- 
ver, easier in which to perform the phenomenal 
avoidances that are such an important part of 
modern traffic. They also deliver fabulous fuel- 
economy numbers. 

The Morris and Austin Minis, grandpar- 
ents of the BMW-built Minis that are all over 
the American road net today, demonstrated 
that a tiny little car with some serious attention 
to its roadholding and maneuverability can 
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Mega fun in Mini packages. 


DAVID E. 


make you giggle until the ice cream comes out 
of your nose. Road races limited exclusively to 
BMW 700s or Mini Coopers in the Fifties and 
Sixties were often more exciting than the fea- 
ture races they supported. # 

Today’s Mini has taught an entire genera- 
tion that fun can still play a role in a world 
where fun is rapidly going out of fashion. Even 
its innovative marketing campaign has 
tweaked the funny bones while supplying prod- 
uct-information nourishment to starving 
young brains—and may a tickled God rain 
down His blessings on BMW for that! 

Alec Issigonis, who designed the original 
Mini, was a classic British eccentric, and he 





never expected his tiny little economy car to 
become a cultvehicle that would spend most of 
its life getting its wheels driven off. He thought 
he had created all that extra capability to make 
it safer, but its owners took childish delight in 
driving it right through the wizard Issigonis’s 
safety margins, whether they were driving 
around a racing circuit or taking the children 
to the public library. 

An American friend, who had just moved 
from Southern Californiato London in the Six- 
ties, came out ofarestaurant late on New Year’s 
Eve and was startled by the roar of two Minis 
racing flat-out down a narrow street, side by 
side. As he watched, a lovely female arm came 
out of the window of one car and transferred a 
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bottle of champagne to an occupant of the 
other. For my expatriate friend, those two 
speeding cars captured perfectly the London of 
the Beatles and Carnaby Street and the Mods. 
Great Britain might sink, giggling, into the sea, 
but, by God, it was going to be fun to watch! 
When the American importer of Minis 
raised the question of an optional automatic 
transmission asa means of expanding the U.S. 
Mini market, it was learned that the old killjoy 
American safety authorities would demand 
that the car’s automatic transmission be fitted 
with a park position. Issigonis fought this 
stipulation, arguing that the little car hada per- 
fectly good hand brake. The meeting ended in 


It ain’t whatcha 
drive, guys, 

it’s whatcha bring 
to the driving 
experience. 


impasse. In the next meeting, the wily Issigonis 
unveiled his solution to the American parking- 
pawl problem by opening his briefcase with a 
flourish and producing a set of wheel chocks! 

The American contingent was not amused. 

Years ago, my wife and I had dinner with 
the then-chairman of BLMC, one of the later 
reorganizations of British Leyland—an early 
version of President Obama’s current collec- 
tive solution to all of our nation’s automotive 
dilemmas. As aformer owner of two Minis, my 
wife wanted to know if there would ever be 
another Mini. That worthy gentleman snorted 
into his Chateau Lafite Rothschild’57 and said, 
“No American will ever again buy a car that is 
barely more than 10 feet long.” = 
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Lower Quality 


Engine gunk! Gasoline 


NITROGEN 


enriched gasolines 


Shell Nitrogen Enriched Gasolines 
shield engine parts from harmful gunk. 


These days, most drivers are keeping their cars longer. And they want to maintain high performance 
standards for as long as possible. That means keeping their engines gunk-free. Shell Nitrogen Enriched 
Gasolines do more than clean. They actually shield critical engine parts with a protective barrier that 


prevents gunk from building up again. Our unique, patented Nitrogen Enriched cleaning system is 
designed for all gasoline engines. With continued use, Shell Nitrogen Enriched Gasolines are the 
solution to protecting your investment. Get the most out of every drop. 


Get»..most 
out ot every 
a | 
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One Man's Junk 
A few of the oddballs and 
desirable cars that died as a 
result of “Cash for Clunkers.” 
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by JENS MEINERS 





he U.S.’s leadership of the world 
car market has finally come to 
an end. China is now where the 
action is, like it or not. 

Just one generation ago, 
when hard-line Maoist commu- 
nism was the reality, individual mobility in 
China meant grabbing a bike and pedaling. 
Now the roads are crammed with cars, even 
though less than three percent of the 1.3 billion 
Chinese own their own vehicles. 

The Chinese market is growing at an aston- 
ishing pace. From producing 30,000 passenger 
cars 20 years ago, production has risen to an 
estimated 8.3 million passenger cars in 2009; 





ILLUSTRATION bySEAN McCABE 


Here's your chance to help 
Fiat and Chrysler's main man 
get dressed for success. 


Bambola di Carta 
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total sales (including trucks, cars, and com- 
mercial vehicles) were expected to reach 12.6 
million, which would make China the world’s 
largest automotive market. And this ferocious 
growth is not over: Shanghai-based analyst 
Jochen Siebert expects passenger-car produc- 
tion to grow to 9.5 million by 2012, with sales 
reaching 14 million units. 

From 2001 to 2005, China built 15,350 miles 
of expressway, which nowtotals 25,480 miles. 
The U.S. has more than 46,000 miles of inter- 
state, but by 2020, China may top that. 

Foreign carmakers looking for a piece ofthe 
Chinese pie must tread very carefully. The gov- 
ernment requires those companies to team up 
witha Chinese partner. The first Western car- 
maker to gain a substantial foothold was Volks- 
wagen in the 1980s, partnering with Shanghai 


eBay 101 
A few pointers on how to 
sell a car without looking 
like a complete moron. 


A California 
freeway 
goes quiet. 
Pare 301 
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Automotive Industry Corporation (SAIC). The 
VW Santana, which we knewas the Quantum 
25 years ago, is still soldin the People’s Repub- 
lic. GM’s Buick brand, a popular car with the 
Chinese elite before Mao’s emergence, sells 
more cars in China than inits homeland. 

These alliances carry enormous cultural 
and corporate baggage. Despite having a part- 
nership with VW, SAIC-VW and FAW-VW 
don’t seem to trust each other enough to put 
togetheracommon purchasing policy; VW has 
acommon purchasing policy for all ofits other 
brands throughout the world. 

Another issue is that intellectual property 
rights in China are not always respected, 
resulting in copycat products. 

Here’s a look at the current players in 
China, and what they bring tothe game. 
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BY D: Abattery maker in Shenzhen called 
BYD—its marketing office says it stands for 
“Build Your Dreams”—has thrown itselfinto 
carmaking in a big way. “Boundless Opti- 
mism” might be a more appropriate company 
name: BYD says its goal is to become the 
world’s biggest carmaker by 2025. 

Even with some rather pedestrian offer- 
ings, including clones of GM Daewoo and Toy- 
otavehicles, sales grew massively, from 20,000 
units in 2005 to more than 300,000 in 2009. 
The most curious offering is called the “S8,” a 
retractable-hardtop convertible that blends the 
look of the Mercedes-Benz CLK with that ofthe 
Renault Mégane. The company is now concen- 
trating on making hybrids and fully electric 
vehicles and claims its upcoming electric e6 
minivan will have a range of 250 miles. To 
achieve that range, the e6 carries a battery pack 
that weighs 1200 pounds. 

CHERY: If there’s a Chinese 
carmaker that’s been underesti- 
mated, it’s Chery. Many China-car 
watchers know the “QQ,” a blatant 
copy of the diminutive Daewoo 
Matiz, as well as the company’s 
Eastar, which looks suspiciously like 
the GM Daewoo Leganza/Suzuki 
Verona. This so irritated the usually 
placid GM that it sued. In its defense, 
Chery claimed to have a contract 
with Daewoo to build the two cars 
but still has not produced a docu- 
ment to support that claim. The Chi- 
nese courts didn’t appear to care, 
and Daewoo owner GM lost. Chery 
is also the brand that Malcolm Brick- 
lin tried to bring to the States, and 
when that didn’t work out, he sued 
for $14 billion. Today, the company 
is working to transform its lineup 
and expand its brands by launching 
a premium brand dubbed Xuan 
Yuan. The first Xuan Yuan model is 
slated to be a luxury sedan with a 
Chery-developed 3.0-liter V-6 and 
4.2-liter V-8. A cooperative agree- 
ment with Fiat, however, got off on 
the wrong foot: Fiat wanted to build the Alfa 
Romeo 159 in China, but Chery said no thanks, 
citing the Alfa’s inferior technology. 

FAW: First Automotive Works (nowknown 
as the FAW Group) is one of the oldest Chinese 
automakers and has been a cooperation part- 
ner with Mazda, Toyota, and VW, but it also has 
brands of its own (Besturn, Haima, Hongqi, 
and Xiali). Hongqi (Red Flag) has built its 
baroque “three flags” limousine since the 
1950s. FAW’s in-house brands launched nine 
new models in 2009, but on closer inspection, 
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w=) Other Notables in China 


This gang of five is hardly the whole story. Another Chinese brand with a future is 
BRILLIANCE, though it’s been a rocky road. Brilliance makes the BS6 sedan, the 
car that did so poorly on a European crash test that Brilliance’s European importer 
ended up bankrupt. Brilliance is BMW's cooperation partner, and the two share a 
factory that builds long-wheelbase 5-series sedans for the Chinese market. BMW 
has plans to build a second plant with Brilliance in 2010. 

Others? There’s CHANG'AN, a Ford partner that is considering building a plant 
in Mexico to eventually tap into the U.S. market. And GREAT WALL MOTOR is little 
more than a copy shop, but it claims to sell vehicles in more than 120 countries. 
SHUANGHUAN, a firm that sells its CEO SUV (a copy of the first-gen BMW X5) in 
Europe and has been working on exporting its Bubble (a Smart Fortwo copy), is 
being taken to court by BMW and Daimler AG in hopes of stopping its sales. The 
company that bought Hummer, SICHUAN TENGZHONG, has never built a car, but 
it is an established manufacturer of heavy machinery. GM will build the H2 and H3 
until June 2011, with the option of another year. After that, the Chinese will be 


solely responsible for Hummer. 










® CHERY A3 


things look less rosy. “Unlike some others, 
FAW does not own the technology ofits cars,” 
says analyst Siebert. Indeed, FAW is responsi- 
ble for almost zero independent engineering, 
and its generic styling themes have little poten- 
tial to keep the brands alive. FAW had better 
keep its cooperation partners happy, as it seems 
unlikely to be able to survive on its own. 
GEELY: Some Chinese automakers make 
it hard to be taken seriously. Geely, for exam- 
ple. It makes acar called the Beauty Leopard. 
Still, this former producer of scooters and 
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GEELY BEAUTY 
LEOPARD #@ 


ROEWE 550 # 


refrigerators has become the big- 
gest privately owned carmaker in 
China. So far, the growth has come 
from its own vehicles, many of 
them “inspired” by Western and 
Japanese models. Geely plans to 
grow through acquisitions. First, 
the firm acquired a share in Manga- 
nese Bronze, makers of the classic 
London Taxi and—perhaps to the 
sniggering of its rivals—an- 
nounced that a luxury car would 
emerge from that platform. Geely’s 
next move might not be as funny: It 
is working on taking over Volvo and 
has ambitious plans for the Swed- 
ish brand. 

SAIC : The largest of the Chi- 
nese carmakers, SAIC has had a 
working relationship with both VW 
and GM and, asaresult, has learned 
much about making cars. In late 
2004, SAIC bought the rights to 
build several Rover models but not 
the rights to the Rover name. As a 
result, SAIC’s version of the Rover 
75 became the amusingly named 
“Roewe 750.” But no one’s laughing now. The 
new Roewe 550 and 350 models, developed with 
the help of engineering firm Ricardo, are easily 
the most advanced indigenous vehicles in the 
Chinese market. What’s more, they’re not just 
copies of Western products any longer; they 
have distinctive styling and engineering aimed 
at worldwide markets. The 550 may be sold in 
Europe as a Ssangyong, a Korean brand owned 
by SAIC. SAIC is expected to sell 2.65 million 
carsin2009, makingit the eighth-largest auto- 
maker in the world. 
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| EXQUISITE \” DIAMONDS } 


PRECISION AND LUXURY AT ITS BEST. 


NOW WITH DIAMONDS AS STANDARD 





The Daniel Steiger Equinox Diamond. A luxury timepiece with precision Swiss movement and diamond 
dial, is now available direct from the manufacturer at the astonishingly low price of just $179, a 
saving of $916 on the retail price of $1,095. All the features and styling you would expect from a 
designer watch including a magnificent presentation case, but at a fraction of the price you would 
expect to pay. We just make beautiful watches, beautifully simple to buy. 


ip S0OLN0 STAINLESS STEEL CASE AND BRACELET FEATURING DIVERS BUCKLE, FUSED WITH FP BLACK AND ROSE GOLD. ROTATING BEZEL. PRECISION SWISS MOVEMENT 
eyes SETS MONTH, DAY, DATE AND LUNER SU OLS, §& GENLANE DIAMOND INDICES. WATER RESISTANT TO TOATMS (328FT), 3 TEAR UNUMTED MOVEMENT WARRANTY. 


I 





Please quote code CD102EQ2 or goto — 
Timepieces International Inc, 3580 NW 56th Street, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 33309 
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Clunker 
Numbers 
1984-95 Chevrolet 


——————— S23,360-S37,825 
The program known as 
“Cash for Clunkers” ran for 
two months last summer and 
accounted for government- 
subsidized trade-ins on 
nearly 700,000 new-car arerererer: 

sales at a cost to taxpayers 

of $2.9 billion. Sure, the new cars were, on 1990-'92 Mercedes-Benz 
average, 58 percent more fuel efficient, but SOOSL 


——wr we're more concerned with how many Porsches $83,500-5106,945 
| | < were destroyed (11) and how many original Ford 
 ] 






Weyare™ 








= oer. 

et ar a g] ; 

‘ = re ag tt 
iti a= ay en a 





Taurus SHOs had sodium silicate poured into 
their Yamaha-built V-6s (2). Here are the kill 
rates on some of the more interesting and 
desirable rides that were destroyed by the 





$115,000 


up We grabs! program and their base prices when new: 


1993 Mazda RX-7 
$33,135 
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1986-’89 Mercedes-Benz 
GUARANTEED eeaer 


ico el-W-\i\F-lae(-eb- 1985 TVR 280i $48,200-$64,230 1989-90 Laforza 
$28,300 S38,850-S43,850 
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NO PURCHASE NECESSARYTO ENTER OR = = - 

WIN. Sweepstakes begins 11/02/09 and closes 2005 Mazda RX-8 

03/04/11. Open to U.S. and Canadian residents 000001 $25,920 000003 

18 years of age and older. Sweepstakes may be : : . ae 
presented in conjunction with different offers 1997 Aston Martin 1997-’98 Mitsubishi 
sponsored or cosponsored by The Reader's 

Digest Association, inc., its subsidiaries and at- DB7 Volante 3000GT Spyder 
filiated companies, and may be presented in $146,530 S57,449-S64,449 


conjunction with offers sponsored by differant 
organizations. Void where prohibited. For entry 


and other details including official rules visit - 
Www. ddrivercom/s pstakes 26 FEBRUARY 2010 = CARANDDRIVER.COM 
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Your friends and family consider you 
to be their automotive expert, so 
now we’re inviting you to share that 
knowledge with others. Join the 
online panel and 
provide your opinions on a wide range 
of automotive topics. We’ll reward 
you with exclusive opportunities and 
events, chances to win great prizes 
= ee and most importantly, to make your 
sasnsrcinartstisiameninia PIAL IAIN DAD OOIING voice heard. 
As we're eminded about every 1/ seconds, ene are hee princes of sion 
and the rest of us live in the style oe of Winnipeg, For an example TO JOIN GO TO 
of the perfect Italian stud, we have | larcl , the Big Decider at 
Fiat and overlord of a little outfit in vEeaai called Ferrari. Here we bring 
together the entire bravura wardrobe of Signor Marchionne. 





Launch Controlled 


For 2010, Nissan is changing the launch-control 
programming on its scorchingly fast GT-R. On 
the ’og car, engaging the full-bore launch control 
required switching off the stability control PREPARE FOR TAKEOFF 
(VDC). The engine wouldrevto4400rpmbefore ° Gear selector in drive. 
a neck-snapping automated clutch drop. Aftera ° Transmission in “R" mode. 
moment of wheelspin, the GT-R would hurtleto ° Suspension in “R” mode. 
60 mph in 3.2 seconds, the quickest time we Stability control in “R” mode. 
achieved in several tests of the 09 GT-R. e Left foot on brake. 
The problem was that some owners of this ° Right foot flooring accelerator. 
$77,840 screamer were assassinating their$20,000 _* Release brake. 
gearboxes, and the GT-R’s warranty states that Hold on. 
shutting off the VDC voids the warranty. Break your 
transmission after a few launch-control starts and you'll pay, not Nissan. The alterna- 
tive, to leave the VDC on, resulted in a wimpy, 1800-rpm launch. So, for 2010, Nissan is 
offering a single launch-control feature that works whether or not the VDC is engaged. 
The newsetup is acompromise that provides owners with launch control that won’t 
potentially void the warranty. With the new program, engine revs build to 3000 to launch 
the GT-R. The result is far less distressing to the transmission than the 4400-rpm launch 
and quicker than the 1800-rpm launch. 
Everything has a price: The new model is slower by 0.5 second to 30 mph and 0.6 sec- 
ond to 60. Don’t sweat it, though—by 150 mph, the two models are tied. 





THE NUMBERS 


GT-R PERFORMANCE "09 Launch Control '10 Launch Control 
ZERO TO 30 MPH > 1.2 SEC 1.7 sec 

ZERO TO 60 MPH > 3.2 sec 3.8 sec 

ZERO TO 100 MPH > 8.1 sec 8.4 sec 

ZERO TO 150 MPH > 20.1 sec 20.1 sec 

STANDING 1/4-MILE > 11.6 sec @ 120 mph 12.0 sec @ 120 mph 


ILLUSTRATION BY CHRIS PHILPOT 
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How to: write AN EBAY MOTORS POSTING 


We wonder how anything gets sold on eBay Motors. The language of the ads mostly reveals the failings of our educational 
system. As a public service, here’s an example of what not to do and, at left, how to clean up your ad. Still scratching your head? 
Well, watching wrestling won’t make you a better writer. 





Start new search 
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grader’sdioramaart Avoid forcing sellers ‘ohicie dipping quoi ts aiaiia aE 
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5. Dude, you’re 


scaring me. 9. Death threats. 
Giving sellers a Keep threats and 
glimpse into a problems with 
bizarre personallife deadbeat bidders to 
probably won’t drive yourself, or at least 
up the price. The word them ina sane 
wrong kind of manner. 
information will —TONY QUIROGA 
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“Mostly RUST FREE and: arait and FERRARI RED (keep it Ih Italian) BUFF OUT for mint finish. Original old gentleman owner was from 
Arizona who only drowe it on weekends on the highway ALL HIGHWAY MILES. ORIGINAL MILES (odometer stopped working Inst week) 
only 16,44 miles NEVER BEEN RACED NO WRECKS. 

= INTERIOR Miner where on driver's sear WO) TEARS. Windows and electrics worked a4 they should when I parked. Radio speakers and 

imp worth more than $3K dollars. Miner winshield crack $20 fix. New Rebuild breaks, stops out pood. Air blows cold, needs recharge, 

- | NEwer shock rides oat like clouds. NEW LING LONG TIRES. 


| 


SEYEOUEUEENEES EEPMARRSENTGG EYED SPESEOTEED 98 
DONT BID IF YOUR NOT BUYING!! THIS IS NOGAME!! TWILL COME AFTER YOU AND YOU re FAMILY !IM TALKING TO" 
“YOU MYLITTLEPONY007 U NO WHAT YOU DID RRRR. DEADBEAT BIDDEERS WILL BE PROSECUTED. NO TITLE BILL OF 
SALE. BID WITH CONFIDENCE OFTEN. 
GOD BLESS! GOD BLESS YOU SUNDAY! 


as : 
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Lexus [S300 SportCross 
Odd hatchback-like styling 

On a Sports S€can was nota 

recipe for U.S. 

V0) 0-440) 0}o) 

3088 


Jaguar X-type wagon 
slightly more 


Bentley Conenental GT 
A 552-hp “intentional! 
exotic’ that easily outsells 
both wagons. 
2004-present 
6860 


Being 
attractive than the X-type 
sedan didn't help its sales. 


SUCCESS. 


2005-2008 
1602 
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RB THE CADIL LA oD OF CROSSOVERS in See 
Adjectives are well and good, but for those Wine know, the numbers speak ist iheneanos Choose the 
265 hp 3.0L V6 with direct injection and variable valve timing, or opt for the 2.8L V6 Turbo that produces 
300 hp and 295 lb-ft of torques both with a six-speed automatic transmission. And whatever your engine 
choice, there is a sophisticated chassis underneath to make the most of the powertrain. Plus, available 
ZF SACHS Continuous Damping Control suspension technology reads the road every 2 milliseconds for 
improved driving dynamics. Finally, when the weather turns bad, one of the most advanced All-Wheel 
Drive systems available manages torque to each wheel, and is augmented by a rear electronic limited slip 
ollicciacalirclemuuallevam ©)ce)ulelosm-ialalelaleicre mexe)alice) pm lalicelel6(e) ale mialomalcy)\Vacitc lle lsc (em 0).0 AMO LO SSO)V(2) bce 

The all-new 2010 Cadillac SRX. Starting at $34,155.t As shown $49,640. 





Available to order. 'MSRF. Tax, title, license, dealer fees, and other optional 6quipment extra. ©] 2009 General Motors. All rights reserved. Cadillac badge” SRA* 











UPFRONT 


Shushing an L.A. Freeway 


TECH DEPT. 


> ENGINEERS BAKE A LAYER CAKE OF ASPHALT ON A CONCRETE CRUST. 





nterstate 710 is noisy and broken. The 23-mile concrete artery links 
the busy container port in Long Beach, California, to the foothills east 
of Los Angeles. In the four decades since its construction, it has been 
shattered by Walmart’s Christmas inventory andall the otherimported 
stuff borne by the daily stream of trucks roaring out of the port. 

Areconstruction that could cost more than $28 million per freeway 
mile when completed in 2015 has four miles containing a new recipe 
developed by researchers to smooth and hush the freeway, save money by using 
less material, and make it easier to maintain in the longrun. The key ingredient 
is asphalt, baked into a multilayer slab of flexible, vibration-absorbing super- 
freeway that goes right over the old concrete highway. The old 710 stays behind 
as a foundation and to save the cost of removal. 

All road pavement is a mix of crushed rock, or aggregate, anda cement that 
glues it all together into a hard slab. Concrete, with its common binder, portland 
cement, is a mix of aggregate such as limestone and various clays that give it its 
gray hue. Asphalt is petroleum-based, a tarry black liquid siphoned out of sub- 
terranean deposits or salvaged as a byproduct of oil refining. 





= NEW 
; RECIPE 

Four miles of 
experimental 
asphalt. 


LOS ANGELES 
1 








Concrete lasts longer, but asphalt is 
generally smoother and quieter, though 
advances in concrete have narrowed the 
gap. California has always favored con- 
crete but, lobbied by the asphalt industry 
to try a new formula on the 710 recon- 
struction for a quieter freeway, chose 
asphalt as an experiment to see ifa high- 
tech blacktop superslab can be built and 
maintained for the right price, says John 
Harvey, civil-engineering professor, 
pavement expert, and principal investi- 
gator for the University of California at 
Davis’s Pavement Research Center. 

Asphalt is usually paved in layers, but 
the difference here is the mix of asphalt 
types and the rigid formula used to lay 
them. The top layer, about an inch thick 
and designed to be skimmed and replaced 
every 8 to 10 years for quick, cheap main- 
tenance, is porous asphalt mixed with 
recycled tire rubber, which cuts noise. 
Rain splashing and aquaplaning are also 
reduced because the porosity allows 
water to drain to the second layer, athree- 
inch-thick mantle of asphalt infused with 
polymers that give it the flexibility to 
absorb traffic pounding. It’s also water- 
proof, forcing runoff to the side, and 
serves as the freeway’s air sole. 

The third layer, which is either 3.3 
inches or six inches of asphalt and rock, 
depending on clearances needed under 
overpasses, is the road’s rigid backbone, 
its I-beam, to prevent bending and crack- 
ing. Underneath that is either 1.8 inches 
of additional asphalt for sealing the old 
road bed, or, under overpasses where the 
old road must be scraped away for truck 
clearances, a tightly compacted, three- 
inch-thick “rich bottom layer,” which has 
a higher ratio of the asphalt “glue” to 
ageregate. The extra asphalt acts as a 
lubricant to get the aggregate to pack 
down tighter as it’s steamrollered, 
removing all air pockets. It’s the rigid, 
reinforcing frosting that seals and insu- 
lates anew aggregate base at bottom. 

Engineers won’t be certain for a cou- 
ple of decades if this is the “it” recipe for 
highway reconstruction. 

—AARON ROBINSON 
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ILLUSTRATION by BRYAN CHRISTIE DESIGN 
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PASSPORT 9500ix. Speed traps have finally met their match. "499,?° 
Speed traps and hidden cameras are everywhere. And they're more sophisticated than ever. You can't avoid them. But 


with the ESCORT PASSPORT 9500ix, you can be ready for them, 


Take the PASSPORT 9500ix for a 60-day risk-free test-drive. | a wee” 
Call 1-800-588-4554 or 2 visit escortradar.com/9500Ix. _ oaneswarrer 


Department #CARDVR © 2009 ESCORT 
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di 


458 ITALIA 


La Pista 
di Fiorano, 


Ferrari’s private test track, is two giant 
hooked paper clips wedged between a porce- 
lain tile factory that belches white smoke and 
ascruffy apartment block whose tenants, we 
learn from an exasperated Ferrari spokes- 
man, are always bitching about the noise. 

Noise? Describinga Ferrariin full scream 
as “noise” is probably against the law in Italy. 
The riffraff wouldn’t dare if the old man 
were still around. It’s like calling the Bayeux 
Tapestry a beach blanket. 

Nonetheless, Ferrari’s jaded neighbors 


34 


have forced the mighty House of Enzo, 
whose much photographed red-brick fac- 
tory gate is just across the street, to abide 
by strict sound-level limits and obtain spe- 
cial permits to run racing cars with open 
exhausts (Ferrari also owns the Mugello cir- 
cuit near Florence to the southwest, where 
it has moved much of its testing). The fact 
that the Fiorano facility, built in 1972, pre- 
dates most of the buildings around it doesn’t 
inhibit the neighbors’ chutzpah. 

Your favorite car magazine has returned 
to strap on the company’s newest mid- 
engined doorstop, the 458 Italia, with 562 
horsepower straining to run down insolent 
peasants. At the moment, someone else is 


YOU GRABITS POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE TERMINALS 


piloting, and perhaps it’s just a feeling, but 
Ferraritest driver Raffaele De Simone seems 
to relish downshifting to second for that 
tight left-hander in the track’s southwest 
corner, near the apartment blocks. We 
emerge sideways in a ballet of bawling 
rubber, the tach screwed up to its window- 
rattling, 9000-rpm redline. 

Noise? We got your noise right here! 

After a few laps, about a third of which 
involve us looking down the track through 
the side glass, De Simone climbs out and 
beckons me to the driver’s carbon-fiber 
bucket. He then strides away. I’m on my 
own, even though, about five years ago, I 
introduced a new Ferrari to a wall onasim- 


____ History up the wazoo: 
‘The 458's tailpipe trio 
evokes the Ze 


evo es Lit AO, while 
__ the taillamps are pure 
_ Enzo. Each mesh screen 


Ye} fe)i alia e rear 
lights hides a separate 
feaae een radistor 


ilar day not far from this very spot. Don’t 
ie aXersem ofe10)0) (om (reba alg 

When it arrives in June, Ferrari’s volume 
car—it’ll be a failure if it delivers less than 
half of Ferrari’s worldwide sales, which are 
about 6000 cars—will boot the retiring 
F430 F1 (price: $205,404) off its perch with 
a projected 10-percent price increase, 
another 79 horses, slightly more cabin space, 
anda spec sheet wet with technology, includ- 
ing aseven-speed dual-clutch gearbox (alas, 
no manual—you knew this was coming). 

The ragtop Spider should arrive within a 
year or so, with the requisite parade to fol- 
low of limited-edition specials, including 
Challenge Stradale and Scuderia. 





ee 
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458 ITALIA 


Life is unfair; we all knowit. It is an arti- 
cle of faith among the bourgeoisie that any- 
one stinking-rich enough to afford a new 
Ferrari can’t drive worth a damn. They 
imprison their machines in air-conditioned 
lockups, parked on polished marble covered 
with wax paper to keep the tire treads from 
losing the original factory gloss. Thankfully, 
the negative stereotypes—hardly helped by 
that YouTube video of a Bugatti Veyron 
being towed out of a deep marsh—don’t stop 
Ferrari from forging ahead, developing ever 
grander rewards for affluence. 

Indeed, you don’t drive the new Ferrari 
458 Italia at all. You grab its positive and neg- 
ative terminals and let the juice stand your 
hair on end. It goes whaaaoooop! when you 
stroke the throttle, and it explodes forward, 
an aluminum red sabot with seatbelts. 


The dual-clutch box changes gears with 
less shock and delay than a TV changing 
channels. Upshifts take 0.4 second, we’re 
told, though nobody thought to clock them. 
Hold the left paddle approaching a corner 
and the crackling downshifts come automat- 
ically and rapid-fire. The carbon-ceramic 
brakes—standard on all 458s—can park the 
car in startlingly short distances and also 
answer to minute changes in foot pressure. 

The steering is somewhat reminiscent 
of a Honda’s: slightly light, as though the 
front tires barely touch the ground. But 
with an 11.5:1 ratio, it’s breathlessly swift. 
The directional control into a corner is so 
clear and explicit that you’ll swear there’s a 
rudder tilling the asphalt. Going quick is 
easy, like wearing parabolic skis or doing 
square roots ona calculator. 


= FLOW MOTION 





Electronic magnetorheological shock 
absorbers keep the car’s body flat and calm, 
even over the heart-fluttering yump! on Fio- 
rano’s bridge. Traction and stability control, 
the electronic differential, and a sport ABS 
mode—all adjustable via the steering wheel’s 
“manettino” (it means “little handle”)—do 
for grip on braking and corner exits what 
they would do in Formula 1 were they not 
banned. Unless the traction and anti-spin 
devices are switched off or set to the low- 
intervention mode, the Italia churns out of 
corners as if Jupiter himself is sitting on the 
back bumper. 

The Ferraritouchstones are all there: the 
fishbowl engine hatch, the shapely pair of 
thighs in red spandex underneath, and an 
interior swaddled in perfumed leather. The 
saucy yellow tach carries over, as do the 





The mesh “tear ducts” 
between the headlights direct 
fast-moving air through tunnels 
to slots in the front fender, 
where the flow alters the 
pressure balance on the fender 
and, in turn, reduces lift. 


In the nose, rushing air pushes 
the tips of the flexible plastic 
winglets down by as much as 
0.8 inch at speed, diverting 
more air below the car than 
through the radiators for 
reduced drag and lift. 


Unpolluted body sides help 

the rear diffuser work, so the 
shoulder ducts are gone. The 
engine inhales through ducts 
next to the quarter-windows, 
which curve to spur a ram-air 
effect worth five horsepower. 


The two transmission coolers 
packed into the tail emit hot 
air into the slipstream directly 
behind the 458, which pushes 
back drag-inducing wind 
vortices, away from the car 
where they can't affect it. 
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THE 4.5-LITER ENGINE SPEAKS 
WITHA DEEPER VOICE THAN THE 
OLD 4.3. IT’S LESS OF A SHRIEK 
THAN A MANLY BELLOW. 





THE NUMBERS 


VEHICLE TYPE > mid-engine, rear-wheel- 
drive, 2-passenger, 2-door coupe 
ESTIMATED BASE PRICE > $226,000 
ENGINE TYPE > DOHC 32-valve V-8, aluminum 
block and heads, direct fuel injection 
DISPLACEMENT > 2/4 cu in, 4497cc 
POWER (SAE NET) > 562 bhp @ 9000 rpm 
TORQUE (SAE NET) > 398 Ib-ft @ 6000 rpm 
TRANSMISSION > ¢-speed dual-clutch 
automated manual 

DIMENSIONS: 

WHEELBASE > 104.3 in LENGTH > 178.2 in 
WIDTH > 76.3 iN HEIGHT > 47.8 in 

CURB WEIGHT > 3450 Ib 

PERFORMANCE (C/DEST): 

ZERO TO 60 MPH > 3.3 Sec 

ZERO TO 100 MPH > 7.4 Sec 

STANDING %4-MILE > 11.5 sec @ 128 mph 
TOP SPEED (DRAG LIMITED) > 202 mph 
PROJECTED FUEL ECONOMY (C/DEST): 
EPA CITY/HIGHWAY DRIVING > 12/17 mpg 


transmission and launch-control buttons, 
which look like three shotgun shells embed- 
ded in the center console. 

But Ferrari’s mid-engined car has been 
reshaped, the cockpit bubble pushed for- 
ward to mimic an F-16’s canopy silhouette. 
The wheelbase grows by almost two inches, 
and the overhangs shrink. The F430’s flaring 
nostrils are gone, replaced bya single carp’s 
mouth split by deformable airfoils [see 
“Flow Motion” sidebar]. 

Other changes: The 4.5-liter engine 
speaks with a deeper voice than the old 4.3. 


It’s less of a shriek than a manly bellow. 
Compared with the hand-fabricated sim- 
plicity of prior Ferrari dashboards, the 458’s 
is a garden of abstract sculpture. Fingers 
need time to acclimate to the crowded steer- 
ing wheel with its buttons for turn indica- 
tors, high-beams, and wiper controls. Knobs 
page through a pair of digital display screens 
in the cluster. To the right of the tach: navi- 
gation, radio, or a digital facsimile of an ana- 
log speedometer. To the left is car status, 
including a hokey “Vehicle Dynamic Assis- 
tance” screen. The engine/gearbox, brake, 
and tire temperatures are predicted—it’s all 
done mathematically rather than with sen- 
sors—in three colors. Blue is for “warm-up,” 
green is “go,” and red means it’s “over,” as in 
“game Over.” 

It was Ferrari chairman Luca di Monte- 
zemolo’s idea to name the new car after Fer- 
rari’s homeland, and the 458 recalls bygone 
days when Ferraris were numbered by 
engine displacement in liters plus cylinder 
count (e.g.: the 1976-’84 512 Berlinetta 
Boxer). Overtones of Donkey Kong not- 
withstanding, the 458 should keep Ferrari 
on top as the producer of the world’s most 
stimulating noisemakers. = 





EIGHT 
UNDER 
GLASS 


Ferrari calls the 458's 4.5-liter, dry- 
sump, flat-plane-crank V-8 the F136FB, 
part of the family that includes the 
F136l in the California model and the 
F136E in the outgoing F430. All share 
bore centers and block basics, though 
only with the FB does Ferrari claim a 
world record for specific output in a 
nonturbo production engine: 125 
horsepower and 89 pound-feet of 
torque per liter. Three developments 
were vital: direct fuel injection, friction 
reduction, and better breathing. The 
2900-psi injection system and shell- 
shaped piston crowns tailor the 
injection charge to be rich at the plug 
and lean elsewhere, cooling down 
combustion temperatures and allowing 
the lofty, 12.5:1 compression ratio that 
better harnesses the fuel’s energy. 
Piston skirts receive a graphite coating 
to reduce friction, and tappets get a 
slippery DLC, or “diamond-like carbon,” 
coating developed for F1 engines. Deep 
in the block, pumping losses are 
stemmed by employing three electric 
scavenge pumps, one for the inner- 
four piston bays and one each for the 
outer four. These pumps both return 
the oil to the reservoir and also better 
equalize the air pressure between the 
bays to reduce pumping losses due to 
“windage,” or air movement inside the 
block caused by piston motion. Ferrari 
says windage losses in the old F136E 
knocked almost seven pound-feet off 
its torque output. —AR 
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What Matters to You? 


Today, America needs fresh leadership to lead us 
as a nation out of this economic crisis. Leadership 
must come not only from our political leaders but 
also from the average citizen. The exporting of 
American jobs is a trend that must be stopped and 
reversed. When I walk into my local hardware 
store, I typically find 85% of the goods for sale are 
manufactured 7,000 miles away. Recognizable 
American brands have been forced by shortsighted 
management and buyers at large national chains to 
build factories overseas just to save a lousy $.50 on 
a tape measure. To these ruthless buyers, it is all 
about the money. Rarely are product quality, the 
political system, human rights, animal rights and 
environmental costs to the planet considered, not to 
mention the cost to our society of exporting not 
only jobs, but an entire factory! 


At MacNeil Automotive, we are doing our part 
for the American economy and for our 300 million 
fellow citizens and neighbors. My philosophy is 
that if my neighbor doesn’t have a job, sooner or 
IFT Ce) os O'(0) 0 Wa oT DYLomr- lm (0) 0 ey 10 01c) Oa nO) mm od.€:10010) (OMe 
used to have our All-Weather Floor Mats 
manufactured in England by a company that used 
antiquated, inefficient equipment. They made a 
decent floor mat for us, but we thought we could 
build a better floor mat for our customers using 
modern American technology, American raw 
materials and skilled American workers. So in 
2007 we transferred all of our floor mat manufac- 
turing back to the United States. Today, we build 
the best fitting, highest quality automotive floor 
mats in the world, right here in America. 


Our machine shop 1s equipped with 17 CNC 
machining centers including four 4 axis mills 

and one 5 axis mill that produce between 30 to 50 
injection and thermoforming molds per month. 
We have one shift of highly skilled American 
Journeymen toolmakers and apprentices, but our 
machines run 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
There is not a more efficient tool and mold 
making operation in the world - and guess what, 
it’s right here in America. 





©2009 MacNeil Automotive Products Limited 
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Furthermore, all of our CNC mills are manufac- 
tured in Oxnard, CA by Haas. Our 1,000 ton 

yection molding machines are made in Bolton, 
ntario of American and Canadian components. 
Olivmistewenecounnners pee is made in Carol 





hich oN up our tooling are Pourced from 
\merican steel and aluminum mills such as Vista — 
Metals in Fontana, CA. The raw materials that 

n ke up our All-Weather Floor Mats, FloorLiners, 
argo Liners and Mud Flaps are manufactured in 
3ellevue OH, Arlington TX, Wichita KS and 
asper TN. Our forklifts are made in Columbus IN 
nd Greene NY. Our warehouse racking 1s 
anufactured in Tatamy PA. 


_ At MacNeil Automotive, we are also very aware 
of sustainability and our responsibility to the 
environment. We are proactive in controlling waste 
and recycling all of the unused raw materials 

from the manufacture of our tooling and products 
es aluminum, steel, rubber, TPO, TPE, 

ip oy: ole ur-lolemer-vuelorey-lnen 

Z As you can see, we are as dedicated to designing, 

— developing and manufacturing the finest automo- 
_ tive accessories for our consumer and OEM clients 
- as We are passionate about supporting the 
American economy, preserving the American 
industrial infrastructure, and keeping the “money” 
in our family, a family of 300 million people 

from all over America. 


Life is simple; be good to your fellow man, be kind 
to animals and the environment, and place building 
Ie] OEcD LA Yay 0) ROX LU(CLEMEIELB) OCOMBEOTSMR YOLEN 

country and your fellow American worker before 
profit. And, one last thing - let’s all do our best 

to balance family time with work time as our 
children are the future of America. 
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FA a Founder/CEO 
dmacneil @macneil.com 
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LIGHTNING LAP 2009 


For the fourth edition of Lightning Lap, we 
have gathered 22 all-new or revised perform- 
ance cars. As with the previous invitationals, 
we grouped the cars in five classes according to 
price. But for the first time, we brought a couple 
of track-day specials to compete alongside reg- 
ular production vehicles in a new class called 
LLU (for Unclassified). The segments are as 
follows: 

LL1: Less than $30,000 
LL2: $30,000-$60,000 
LL3: $60,000-$120,000 
LL4: $120,000-$240,000 
LLs: More than $240,000 
LLU: Not street-legal 

The lap times published on the following 
pages represent the best run each car achieved 
during our two-day event. There were some 
very fast times posted in LL3, LL5, and LLU; 
however, nothing topped the 2008 perfor- 
mances of the Mosler MT900S and the Dodge 
Viper SRT10 ACR. But those are hardly every- 
day drivers, whereas the 2009 champ is a civi- 
lized daily ride. As ever, there were some mem- 
orable surprises in the machinery. 


THE RULES > 

The cars featured here are all unmodified pro- 
duction vehicles, although we did request mod- 
els fitted with performance options such as 
larger brakes, sport suspensions, and the most 
advantageous wheel-and-tire packages. Each 
car got premium fuel, tires set to the manufac- 
turers’ recommended pressures, and a Race- 
logic VBOX GPS-based data logger suctioned 
to the windshield to record lap times and per- 
formance figures. The four drivers were K.C. 
Colwell, Mark Gillies, Tony Quiroga, and Dave 
VanderWerp. Each driver cycled through his 
assigned cars at least twice. 


















TRACK TIMES 


This is the fourth time Car and Driver 
has run the Lightning Lap event 

on the VIR Grand West Course. 
Technically, a car competes only with 
others in its class, but to illustrate 
whether a car under- or overachieved 
relative to vehicles in other classes, 
we are publishing the times of every 
car tested, along with its class and the 
year of the event, along the bottom of 
the feature’s pages. 








THE CONTENDERS 





~ BASE PRICE/ POWER, ~ WEIGHT, 
- PRICE AS TESTED BHP - POUNDS 

LL1 
Ford Mustang GT mSPejo45) so 46o5 - 315 eSa2 
Hyundai Genesis Coupe 3.8 E-$25,(/50 / 532,815 306 3500 
Mazdaspeed 3 - $23,945 / $25,840 263 3268 
Mini Cooper John Cooper Works - $29,200 / $31,550 208 2674 
Subaru Impreza WRX : $26,190 / $30,690 265 3242 
Volkswagen GTI © $24,839 / $27,205 200 3178 
LL2 
Audi S4 SeSAiGmi2 by OOL05 83 4093 
Audi TTS § $46,325 / $52.125 265 3284 
BMW M3 BS 51S) SHES Soe i) A14 3606 
Chevrolet Camaro SS - $31,595 / $36,265 426 3859 
Chevrolet Corvette Grand Sport SSD ES Teole W436 BeZ2 
Ford Shelby GT500 - $48,175 /$50,895 540 3900 
Nissan NISMO 370Z =S3S9/850/iS29045 - 350 3385 
ES 
Chevrolet Corvette ZR1 - $106,620 / $119,370 - 638 3379 
Jaguar XKR - $96,000 / $97,000 510 4080 
Lotus Exige S 260 Sport BS io AO ST sv0) 25 2013 
Porsche Cayman S - $60,995 / $76,450 320 BIG> 
PoneheOiCannehars ES Sie ISH -S1Oiao i385 3340 
LL4 : 3 

i Audi R8 5.2 FSI $158,400 / $171,600 - 525 3735 
EES 
Lamborghini Murciélago LP670-4SV § $458,395 /$480,325 661 3889 
LLU 

| Ariel Atom 3 - $65,000 / $85,479 - 300 > 1382 
KTM X-Bow - $78,500 / $91,500 (est) 237 - 1816 





LLI 
ES 


VOLKSWAGEN GTI > 3:19.3 

The quickest way around any track in a front- 
wheel-drive car requires the sort of patience 
only the parent of a tantrum-throwing two- 
year-old can know. The front-drivers we had 
at VIR suffered from prevailing understeer 
and required all the finesse our inner Fangio 
could summon. 

While the GTI produced the slowest lap 
time of this event, the improvements over the 
previous, nearly identical 2007 GTI we drove 
at the 2006 Lightning Lap are nothing short 
of staggering. The biggest change to the 2010 
model, aside from its sheetmetal, is a retuned 
suspension. This GTI improved by 5.8 seconds 
over the previous iteration, with sector-time 
enhancements across the board. Moreover, it 
was 2.5 seconds quicker than the more power- 
ful, 250-hp VW R32 from the ’o8 event. 

Despite persistent understeer, the GTI 
never felt unsettled or out of its “happy” oper- 
ating range. It was calm and collected when 
climbing through the esses, with its 2.0-liter 


turbo four working hard and the steering com- 
municating telepathically to the driver—an 
unusual trait for a front-drive car. The stabil- 
ity control can’t be turned off completely, but 
the car’s quickest lap time had not one moment 
of electronic interference. 


MINI COOPER JOHN COOPER 

WORKS > 3:17.1 

In previous tests of this car, we had trouble dis- 
covering the benefit of the $6500 Works 
upgrade that yields 36 more horsepower (208 
inall) over the one-step-down model, the Mini 
Cooper S. But with a top speed 8 mph higher 
around VIR (121.0 mph) anda lap time quicker 
by 5.8 seconds than the Cooper S’s, the extra 
power is clearly quantifiable. 

The bone-jarring suspension of the Works 
car made it the least forgiving of the LL1 cars. 
However, its aggressive suspension, in combi- 
nation with a short wheelbase, allowed the 
driver to rotate the tail while trail-braking 
toward an apex, asought-after dynamic ability 
absent from the other front-drivers. Getting 
back on the throttle too early caused power 
understeer and spun the inside wheel. Lifting 
off the throttle midcorner will rotate the Mini, 
too, but that is not the quick way to execute a 
corner. As long as the driver knows the extra 
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WITHITS WILLINGNESS LO ROTATE, 
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Oak Tree corner 
isnamed—surprise—for the large 
tree that lives on the inside of the 
turn. One of VIR’s slowest corners, 
it leads onto the second-longest 
straightaway, where the fastest cars 
were reaching more than 150 mph. 






FORD MUSTANG GT 


5 
= 322.9 MINI COOPER S (LLI, 2007) - 3:21.8 VOLKSWAGEN R32 (LL2, 2008) « 3:20.9 FORD MUSTANG GT (LLI, 2006) - 3:20.8 DODGE CALIBER SRT (LL1, 2008) - 3:20.6 CHEVROLET COBALT SS SUPERCHARGED (LLI, 2006) « 
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LIGHTNING LAP 2009 


yaw is imminent, smooth, defined steering 
inputs will allow the car to exit the corner 
front end forward. 

One thing the package doesn’t include— 
and we wish it did—is a sportier seat with more 
lateral support. Lapping the Mini at VIR 
required a lot of bracing of the legs, which 
resulted in a sore left knee after three or four 
consecutive laps. 


Hog Pen corner—leads onto the 
main straightaway, so a swift exit 
is vital for good lap times. The VW 
GTI hit 116.6 mph at the end of the 
straight, slowest of the 22 cars, after 
leaving this last corner at 85.9 mph. 


ae 
i, C~ TRACK NOTES: Sector 5— 
. 


SUBARU IMPREZA WRX > 3:16.6 

The latest WRX still has us scratching our col- 
lective heads. On a drag strip, it equals the 
quarter-mile time (13.5 seconds) of its big 
brother, the STI, and is 2.4 seconds quicker 
around the Virginia racetrack than the STI we 
lapped in 2008. Subaru, tell us: Why does the 
more expensive, presumably higher-zoot STI 
exist ifit can’t outperform its little brother, the 
WRX? Despite outshining the STI, the WRX 
laps didn’t go without a little fear and loathing. 
For example, after one hot lap, early braking at 
the end of the front straight suggested the 
binders had perhaps taken the rest of the day 
off, although not to the hair-raising degree that 
the Nissan NISMO 3702’s did. (More on that 
later.) Brake fade was severe enough that the 
pedal would sink nearly all the way to the floor, 
making heel-and-toe downshifting impossible. 
So we pumped worriedly onthe brakes withthe 
left foot, tried to match the revs with the right 
foot, and with no feet left with which to oper- 
ate the clutch, simply attempted to time the 
gearshifts just right. 

Most four-wheel-drive cars should come 
with the following instructions: “Divebomb the 
corner under braking, turn hard, and mash the 
gas.” The WRXis no different. Finding the fast 
line took more creativity than with other cars 
in this class, and the word “manhandle” turned 
up anumber of times in the logbook notes. 

Sometimes what seems like abuse produces 
a positive result, like fraternity hell week. The 
WRXwas not only quicker through sector four 
than all other cars in this group, but it beat up 
on some bigger boys: the Audi $4, the Chevro- 
let Camaro SS, the Ford Shelby GT500, the Jag- 
uar XKR, andthe NISMO Z. 





a: 


WAZDASPEED s 


MAZDASPEED 3 > 3:16.2 
The 263-hp, 2.3-liter four makes this the hot- 
rod front-driver of LL1, although, as with most 
of its brethren, brake fade under hard driving 
was its most worrisome aspect. But the Maz- 
daspeed 3 didn’t suffer from this as badly as did 
the WRX. 

The new Speed 3 is almost mechanically : , | —_ : _ ee 
identical, save minor tweaks, to the last-gen car a ee ey —S — —< 


————— —— 





: > 3219.3 VOLKSWAGEN GTI (LL, 2009) - 3219.0 SUBARU IMPREZA WRX STI (LL2, 2008) - 3219.0 MAZDA RX-8 (LL, 2006) - 3218.2 DODGE CHARGER SRT8 (LL2, 2006) + 3:17.5 INFINITI G37S (LL2, 
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2008) - 3:17-1 MINI COOPER JOHN COOPER WORKS (LL1, 2009) - 3:16.6 LOTUS ELISE SC (LL2, 2008) 


> 3216.6 SUBARU IMPREZA WRX (LLT, 2009) 
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we tested at VIR in 2007. The change that has 
affected its track performance in a big way is 
the new car’s electrohydraulic power-steering 
unit. The old Speed 3 hada traditional, hydrau- 
lic power-steering unit because, Mazda insid- 
ers say, an electrohydraulic unit (used in the 
standard Mazda 3) could not keep up with the 
sawing of the steering wheel that happens ata 
track. For our two cents, Mazda should have 
stuck with the hydraulic setup in the Speed 3: 
During our first session, the steering got heavy 
at Turn Four, and the assist completely gave 
out on the third turn of the uphill esses. Itthen 
returned to normal by the Oak Tree turn. The 
electro unit also gave back less feel, leaving us 
guessing about traction levels. 

At first, we couldn’t understand why the 
Speed 3 could only manage a lap time of 3:16.2, 
0.2. second slower than the little Mazda’s per- 
formance of’o7. Then we looked at the specs. 
This Speed 3 was nearly 200 pounds heavier 
than the previous car, moving the power-to- 
weight ratio from 11.7 pounds per horsepower 
to 12.4. That’s a change that would indicate at 
least a0.2-second backslide. 


HYUNDAI GENESIS COUPE 3.8 > 3:14.8 
For reasons that defy the most routine logic, 
Hyundai lent usa six-speed-automatic version 
of its 306-hp rear-drive pony car instead of one 
equipped with a six-speed manual. And that 
automatic was this car’s greatest weakness. 


= 


| 


DAI GENESIS 
E ey) Oo 


* 3216.3 DODGE CHALLENGER SRT8 (LL2, 2008) - 
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LIGHTNING LAP 2009 


Ev icpiriorcerpaitmph seiner THE SHELBY GISOOSTILL 
guards cause it to short-shift. It then takes a lap FEELS R A THER ORB S TIN ‘A TE 


to recover. Also, there are two places where the 


nr — be " mie gear—Oak Tree and A Bb () ic TR AC! Kk WO FR k, 
the Spiral—and the transmission, no matter | 4 : rny T 
now many times the manumatic paddle shifter | \ Fe tf LE LH E M 3 O U/ 1 R UN S 
was tapped and prodded, would not select it. lin Se ie mult | ;" 
The ZF six-speed is one of the finest automat- B O i H OF f HI ID P ORSCH E 2: 
ics onthe market, but a transmission is no good 
onatrack if it won’t follow commands. 
The optional track-tuned suspension, part 
of the Track package, is too taut for daily-driver 
duty but felt right at home at VIR: It delivered 
lots of feel without abrupt oversteer. With 
Brembo-supplied brake hardware, also part of 
the optional Track equipment, there was none 
of the brake fade plaguing most of the LL1 com- 
petitors. If Hyundaican supply us witha man- 
ual gearbox next time, we think the Genesis 
has a shot at grabbing the LL1 crown from the 
reigning 2006 Nissan 350Z Track (3:12.5). 


The quickest entry in LL1 proved once again 
just how large arole tires playin performance. 
Our Mustang GT showed up wearing the wrong 
tires, so while we waited for a set of Pirelli P 
Zeros (part of the $1530 Track pack) to arrive, 
we turned a couple of educational practice laps. 
The Mustang was noncommittal on turn-in 
and floppy and floaty through the esses. Great, 
we thought, another flaccid pony car that 
doesn’t know howto turn. 

Once the P Zeros arrived, though, we would 
have believed that the entire suspension had 
been overhauled. There was noticeably more 
grip everywhere, leading to laptimes that were 
worlds—more than five seconds—quicker. Par- 
ticularly impressive was the Mustang’s poise 
through the esses, where it averaged 109.4 mph, 
outrunning its rock-star big brother, the Shelby 
GT5oo. Indeed, despite the Shelby’s 225-hp 
advantage, the off-the-rack Mustang GT uncer- 
emoniously laid the smackdown on the super- 
charged snake, turning quicker times through 
sectors one, two, and four. 

The Mustang impressed with its willing- 
ness to rotate, its always-great V-8 blare, anda 
faithful five-speed shifter. It could use more : 
brakes—after one hard lap they start to go e 
soft—as well as calmer steering to cut back on 3 = O 7 i 4 
its darty behavior. Nonetheless, the Mustang FORD SHELBY GT500 
posted the third-quickest LL1 time ever, bet- 
tering the previous Mustang GT by nearly eight 
seconds and usurping some notable LL2 cars 
from 2008, including the Audi S5 andthe BMW 
135i. Not bad for a solid-rear-axle pony car. 





3:16.2 MAZDASPEED 3 (LL, 2009) + 3216.0 MAZDASPEED 3 (LLI, 2007) - 3:15.7 PONTIAC SOLSTICE GXP (LLI, 2007) - 3215.0 HONDA $2000 CR (LL2, 2008) - 3:14.8 HYUNDAI GENESIS COUPE 3.8 (LLI, 
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to withstand deceleration from about 130 mph 
L | down to 40 mph. In every other car we’ve 
tested at VIR, brake fade emerges gradually: 
Longer pedal travel and extra effort required 
—SSe to slow for a corner serve as warnings that the 
brakes are getting too hot. But in the Z, with no 
NISSAN NISMO 370Z > 3:12.0 warning, the brakes went from fully effective 
We struggled to geta good laptime outofthe tomissinginactioninasingle, disastrous stop 
NISMO 370Z, although it did beat the previ- | from130mph. The pedal collapsed to the floor, 
ous-gen Z car (equipped with the Track pack- and what remained of the braking power was 
age) by half a second. Part of the NISMO’s _ onlyabletoslowthe caratarate very much like WHY THE NISMO BIT IT 
problem is that it feelsheavy despite arelatively | stopping on snow. Fortunately, no one was After our crash, Nissan investigated 
modest 3385-pound curb weight. Great track injured when the brakeless missile introduced the problem, which was unnervingly 
cars seem to shrink the harder they’re driven, _itselftoaretaining wall so enthusiastically that similar to a brake-fade issue on 
but not the Z. Even with enormous gripfrom _ithadto be removed using heavy equipment. the Infiniti FX that necessitated a 
its Yokohama Advan Sports, the Z feels uncom- hardware change. It says that this 
fortable and slightly disconnected when AUDIS4>3:10.8 pad material was designed for low 
pressed. A high-effort shifter fights quick Asistypical with Audi, the latestS4 continues Jato) isrog- Dae loyyigelelsime-balen slelm co) maa-[0.< 
gearchanges, and the 350-hp V-6’s character tohangits engine overthefront-axle line, thus use. Based on our accident, Nissan is 
turns coarse asitrunstoredline.Wealsowon- _ burdening its front wheels with 57 percent of offering a high-performance pad asa 
dered whether all 350 ponies showed up. the car’s weight, an arrangement ill-suited to dealer-installed option on any Sport- 
But what made the Zthe least track-worthy track work. Andyet, the 4093-pound S4turns package Z. Our Nissan contacts tell us 
car we’ve ever tested at Lightning Lapwereits in and corners like no other Audi sedan in they’re lobbying to make these pads 
brakes. A glance at the wheels reveals some recent memory. Some of the responsiveness is standard on the NISMO, which is how 
impressive hardware—a four-piston setupin due to the new active rear differential that  iidethjug-le cerkrcele-va jee ellebarnrcd olan 
front and two-piston calipers clamping the apportions torque to either wheel to influence equipped in the first place. We'll be 
rear rotors. The Virginia track has two major _ the direction of the car. Coupled with quick testing the newversus old pads soon. 
braking events, and bothrequirethe Z’sbrakes (2.2turnslock-to-lock) active steering, the $4 
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BMW M3 
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TRACK NOTES: The highest point 
on the Grand West Course, 500 feet 
above sea level, is at the end of the 
back straightaway. The ensuing 
hairpin bend is approached uphill, 
demands patience, then plunges 
downhill into the Spiral. 








2009) + 3:14.6 AUDI S5 (LL2, 2008) » 3214.0 LEXUS IS F (LL2, 2008) - 3:13.7 BMW 135i (LL2, 2008) + 3:13.5 MITSUBISHI LANCER EVOLUTION MR (LL1, 2006) - 3:13.3 FORD MUSTANG GT (LLI, 2009) - 
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flies into corners with uncanny ease. So 
eager was turn-in that we dialed the 
active steering program from sport to 
auto to slow down its response. 

In high-speed corners, the S4’s turn- 
in zeal was a bit spooky. In the downhill 
left-hander after the uphill esses, the 
active differential seemed to want to heave the 
rear end of the car through the corner ahead 
of the front. Dialing the difffrom sport to auto 
didn’t seem to improve this situation, and hot 
rear tires only exaggerated the effect. On pub- 
lic roads, the S4 never exhibits such behavior. 

Otherwise, the S4is plenty powerful in its 
new supercharged guise and has excellent 
brakes and good grip—until the tires get too 
hot. Despite 87 fewer horses, the S4 was 0.4 
second quicker than the Audi RS 4 from the 
second Lightning Lap. 


CHEVROLET CAMARO SS > 3:09.5 

It might feel as wide as Nebraska and offer 
the outward visibility of a corn maze, but 
the Camaro SS is actually quite at home on 
the racetrack. Helping to offset its husky 
build is a 426-hp V-8 that delivers power in 
such an effortless manner that we occa- 
sionally bumped into the rev limiter. A 
large shift knob nearly the size of a baseball 


TRACK NOTES: Thefirst set of 
esses at VIR (above left) is taken 
flat-out after a car sails through 
the initial right-hander. After a 
short straightaway, cars arrive at 
the Climbing Esses, approached at 


nearly 120 mph in the Camaro SS. 


moves through longish throws that require 
a firm hand, but tall gearing and abundant 
torque reduce the number of shifts required 
per lap. 

The Camaro leans slightly before it takes a 
set, and this initial roll compliance, combined 
with sluggish steering, is immediately notice- 
able on turn-in. It was especially apparent 
through the uphill esses, which require subtle, 
quick transitions from left to right. It all adds 
up to a momentary hesitation before the 
Camaro takes the desired course, and this 
minor delay made the car feel massive as it 
sluicedthrough the esses, exhibiting the grace- 
lessness of a freighter. 

But once the Camaro is turned into a cor- 
ner, the chassis hunkers down and the Pirelli 
P Zerotires deliver confidence-inspiring, easy- 
to-manage grip. GM wisely fits large, fade- 
resistant Brembos to the SS model. Pedal feel 
is firm, and the brakes are up to the task of reel- 
ing in the Camaro’s 3859-pound curb weight. 


CAMAROSS 
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AUDITTS > 3:08:4 

One of the big surprises of this event 
was Audi’s TTS. Quite possibly the eas- 
iest of the assembled cars to drive 
quickly around the track, the little 
sports car feels stable, light, and pow- 
erful. Wide Dunlop SP Sport Maxx GT 
tires grip tenaciously and break away gradu- 
ally into understeer. Body roll is pretty much 
absent, and the constantly adjusting magne- 
torheological shocks seem to help keep the 
TTS calm and connected. 

All-wheel drive ensures an idiot-proof 
application of its 265 horsepower to the pave- 
ment. The dual-clutch gearbox shifts instantly 
and downshifts without upsetting the chassis. 
Though not as powerful or fade-free as the 
brakes of the Porsches, the TTS seems eager 
to be hauled down from triple-digit speeds. In 
all, the TTS feels small, light, trusty, and pow- 
erful, and it makes us feel like better drivers. 


FORD SHELBY GT500 > 3:07.4 

Having the lesser Mustang GT on hand was 
not a good thing for the Shelby GTs5o00. 
Although substantially more buttoned down, 
with far less pitch and roll after its 2010 over- 
haul, the GT500 still feels rather obstinate 
about working out on atrack. 


3213.3 MITSUBISHI] LANCER EVOLUTION MR (LL2, 2008) + 3213.0 CHEVROLET COBALT SS (LLI, 2008) + 3212.5 NISSAN 350Z TRACK (LLI, 2006) + 3212.0 NISSAN NISMO 370Z (LL2, 2009) - 
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Mike Valentine: 
Radar fanatic 


© “V1 is born of my personal passion for 
Situation Awareness. | want to know 
all the threats, as far away as possible.” 


“This ts the only unit that can track radar and 
laser in 360 degre@es...  —popuiarscience 





When Valentine One finds radar or 


What others laser, a red arrow points toward the 


source. Ahead? Behind? Off to the 
say about V1 side? V1 tells you instantly. Other 





“Tia Usiontinn Doe radar detectors? They all go “beep” and 
detector provides the best, most leave you guessing, just like in the 
comprehensive, most useful, and Seventies. Situation Ignorance, in 
least annoying alerts.” other words. 

PC Magazine 


a s—“‘“‘ YW fighter COORMbsaaatté,, ths feature iss thee difference 
“Best detection range in our tests.” between life and death.” — us.gizmodo.com 
Wired 









Arrows and the Bogey Counter 


V1's advanced computer analysis 
tracks each signal separately. A 
digital display called the Bogey 
Counter tells “how many.” V1 won't 
let you get blind sided. Example: you 
see one radar, but there’s another 
ahead. V1 tells you about both of 
them, The beepers just go “beep.” 


: ; Radar Locator tracks one or more 
“This is the only unit thatcan  WCUC IE GUC CR CUCAN UL Cra 


track radar and laser in 360 . : z 


degrees, and it can detect 
multiple threats, helping drivers 
“The controls and Interface are: Wy"? 7; 0a) Fela cl Cela 


to better identify false signals.” 
a marvel of logical design.” 
arrows.valentinel.com /G1@ 


Popular Science 
Wired 
“It's the iPod of the Radar Situation Awareness Eliminates the Shrug Factor 












ene scineate con When a beeper gives two beeps and then goes quiet, most drivers shrug: “It's probably 
wise nothing, they say. Wrong! Two beeps Is exactly the warning when instant-on 
x ambushes somebody ahead. You could be next. Every beep may not be radar, but it's 
The only radar detector that a threat until you know otherwise. 

works at all is the Valentine One. 
It shows if the signal is forward, V1 always tells you “where” and “how many.” It gives you what fighter pilots call 
rear, or side, as well as the Situation Awareness. Fighter pilots never shrug, With V1, neither will you. 
number of signals.” 

Best Life, quoting Alex Roy, “Avwesome...the patented arrows 

four-time trophy winner . P 
of the Gumball Rally are a huge advantage.” — Pi 


Please call toll-free 1-800-331-3030 
or visit www.e.valentine1.com 





Walentine— One’ 


RADAR LOCATOR |_| Valentine One Radar [| Concealed Display M Plus Shipping 


Sees yee maar Locator with Laser Module - $39 MH Ohio residents 
falentine Research, Inc. one -984-9 * oer : 
Department No, XB20 Fax 513-984-8976 Detection - $399 hop eovert operavor: remntes al pee 
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Is this surprising? Well, you don’t have to 
be a Ford SVT engineer to know that adding 
almost 400 pounds—most of it over the front 
axle—in the transformation from Mustang GT 
to GTS00 is not a step in the right direction. 
Indeed, driven back to back, the significantly 
less powerful and less expensive Mustang feels 
like a better car in every way—directional 
changes are more lithe and lively, turn-in is 
sharper, understeer is far less pronounced, and 
the brakes hold up longer. 

But there’s no denying 540 horsepower, 
and that’s precisely how the GT500 managed 
to better the Mustang GT by nearly six sec- 
onds despite being outdone through many of 
the individual sectors. However, the latest 
GT500 wasn’t as quick as its predecessor, 
which we suspect is a function of its super- 
charged engine being particularly susceptible 
to changes in ambient temperature. Lap-time 


“7 Co TRACK NOTES: The Climbing 
a Esses (Sector 2) are the scariest 
part of the track because cars are 


changing direction at more than 
100 mph. They’re a great test ofa 
car’s body control and stability. The 
Corvette ZR1 exited at 110.4 mph. 





differences between running in the cool, 
50-degree morning air and the heat of the day 
(about 75 degrees) were as high as four or five 
seconds, which is more than we’ve experi- 
enced with any other car. 

While infinitely more capable than the 
pony cars of old, the Shelby remains a modern- 
day embodiment of the same narrowly focused 
credo: big speed ina straight line. 


BMW M3 >3:05.4 

The M3 was invited back for a second Light- 
ning Lap because of complaints last time 
regarding its seven-speed, dual-clutch M DCT 
gearbox not following commands, particularly 
on downshifts. And this time, the M3 was 
riding on the available Michelin Pilot Sport 
Cup + tires [see|page 90]. 

Although the hot-rod Bimmer is always an 
impressive ride, with decidedly sports-car-like 
agility ina class of mostly heavy- 
weight bruisers, the M3’s lap time 
improved by just 0.2 second. As 
we found with our recently con- 
cluded long-term M3, the Sport 
Cup + tires don’t seem to shave a 
whole lot off lap times, and the 
dual-clutch gearbox was still 
occasionally reluctant to grant 
downshifts under braking. So 
drivers had to keep an eye on the 
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dash display—never a good thing for lap 
times—to verify which gear was in play. 

Why our great love for the M3 then? Every- 
day usability? Check. Room for four adults? 
Check. Outrunning both of the lighter, cost- 
lier,and more performance-focused Porsches? 
Oh, yeah. 


CHEVROLET CORVETTE 

GRAND SPORT > 2:58.8 

Last year, a Corvette with the Z51 handling 
package produced a stellar 3:01.2 lap to lead 
the LL2 pack. The track suspension can no 
longer be optioned ona base Corvette, though 
itis part of the new Grand Sport’s armament, 
which also includes Zo6 tires, footwear, and 
bodywork. 

We expected the Grand Sport to better the 
Z51’s time, and it did, by well over two seconds. 
Like all Corvettes, it has strong grip and excel- 
lent midrange power, with the added bonus of 
the Zo6’s stunning brakes. And like all Cor- 
vettes, the steering lacks finesse, the seats 
suck, and a driver had better be comfortable 
with high-speed oversteer. Like the Zo6, the 
Grand Sport breaks away witha breathtaking 
quickness, which we put down to the charac- 
teristics of the Goodyear Eagle F1 Supercar 
tires. The uphill esses at this track are daunt- 
ing in most cars, but this Corvette required a 
leap of faith through this snaky section. 


oy 3:11.7 BMW 74 M COUPE (LL2, 2007) - 3:11.2 AUDI RS 4 (LL3, 2007) - 3211.0 FORD SHELBY GT500 (LL2, 2006) - 3:10.8 AUDI $4 (LL3, 2009) - 3:10.5 BMW 335i COUPE (LL2, 2007) - 
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CONTINUOUSLY TIMED 
VALVE LIFTERS DON’T FALL 
FAR FROM THE TREE. 
Like its siblings, G-Rand Z; the Nissan Maxima 
comes from a mindset of class-dominating perfor- 
mance, At its core is an award-winning 290-hp, 
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information, visit us at NissanUSA:com. 
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Sector isa 3:05.0 
series of medium-fast uphill turns LOTUS EXIGE $ 260 SPORT 
that tests a car’s grip, steering 2 


precision, and transient responses. . 
Most of the apexes can’t be seen -— oo. 

until yow’re committed to the : 3 : 0 6 os & 
corner, so it’s also a test of cojones. as a RGU ET RS S 
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WEKNEW THE ZRI CORVETTE WAS GOING 
TOBE FAST—BUT NOT THIS QUICK. 


3:10.0 BMW M6 (LL3, 2006) » 3209.5 CHEVROLET CAMARO SS (LL2, 2009) - 3209.5 PORSCHE CAYMAN S (LL2, 2006) > 3:09.3 CHEVROLET CORVETTE Z51 (LL2, 2006) - 3209.2 LOTUS ELISE (LL2, 2006) - 
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The Corvette 
ZR1 took 14.5 seconds through 
Sector 4 compared with 14.8 for the 
Lotus and 15.4 for the Jaguar. The 
champ here, though, was the KTM 
X-Bow, which took just 13.6 seconds 
and generated 1.4 g of grip. 





Tu 





The XKR was a shock—that is, its lap time 
was. The newly revitalized R model, with a 
510-hp, supercharged 5.0-liter V-8 under- 
hood, is tremendous fun. It offers nicely bal- 
anced handling, excellent midrange power, a 
wickedly malevolent growl under hard throt- 
tle, and capable brakes, although they did 
finally give in to fade after repeated lappery. 

The XKR’s steering feels overly light on 
initial acquaintance but is very communica- 
tive when the car is pressed. Although the 
R’s tail will easily get loose, oversteer is 
quite controllable and very predictable. We 
also like the quick-shifting automatic trans- 
nab astcy Lope Mexeyaia ce) i (cremenrm or-le(el (rpanlelebalectemeyel 
the steering wheel. Our only complaint, 
other thana lack of under-butt sculpting in 
the seat, is that the throttle pedal has a lot 
of friction near the end ofits travel. 


Sccktnteoadete decklid of the 911 Carrera 
S is a3.8-liter engine whose placement and 
power make the 911 a completely different 
animal from the Porsche Cayman. With 385 
horsepower and 310 pound-feet of torque, 
the 911 leaves corners withan urgency thatis ~ 
missing in the comparatively relaxed Cay- 
man S. Down the front straight, the Carrera 
S kept on accelerating all the way to 141.7 
mph, 7.2 mph faster than the Cayman S. 


3:08.4 AUDI TTS (LL3, 2009) + 3207.4 FORD SHELBY GT500 (LL2, 2009) - 3:06.5 MERCEDES-BENZ C63 AMG (LL2, 2008) + 3:06.4 JAGUAR XKR (LL3, 2009) - 3:05.9 FORD SHELBY G1500 (LL2, 2007) - 
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LIGHTNING LAP 2009 


But through the corners, the 911 moves sud- 
denly between easily managed corner-entry 
understeer to mild oversteer that reduces 
speeds and made the 911 ultimately slower than 
the Cayman S. Through the uphill esses, the 
911 felt like the jumpy short-wheelbase, rear- 
engined car it is. Precise steering aside, the 
Carrera S nervously pitches and reacts toeven 
the slightest kiss of the curbing. The brakes are 
strong, even by the 911’s high standards. 

Be aware that a 911 is not easily mastered, 
requiring equal parts bravery, skill, anda col- 
lege course in vehicle dynamics. Shocked that 
the 911 ran the same time as the Cayman S, two 
of us drove it in an attempt to beat the Cay- 
man. We both returned with identical times 


(3:05.8). 


PORSCHE CAYMAN S&S > 3:05.8 
Down 65 horsepower to the 911 Carrera S, the 
320-hp Cayman S still managed to match the 
time of its more powerful and expensive kin. 
How’d that happen? Credit the balanced mid- 
engined chassis that provides abundant, easy- 
to-exploit grip. 

Delicate and accurate steering gives the 
Cayman the sharpness to cut into corners. In 
the uphill esses, the Cayman S felt far more 










3, 0 >> 


ELECTRON LAP 


We'd heard that iRacing's 
Internet-based motorsports 
simulation—"game’” is a dirty 
word to iRacing-—is so lifelike 
that Dale Earnhardt Jr. and 
Marcos Ambrose use it, So we 
asked iRacing to set upa 
virtual lap of the Grand West 
Course at VIR. 

iRacing says its secret to 
delivering hyper-real thrills is to 
work with car and tire manufacturers 
on physics and to laser-scan the tracks 
it offers. We were impressed; it recalled 
track nuances we'd forgotten, although we 
did find portions of VIR between sectors three and 
four to be slightly different in reality. As a learning 
tool, the cars in iRacing will spin, understeer, and 
oversteer like the genuine article. But without 
g-forces to warn of slip angles, a driver has to rely 
purely on vision to “feel” the car’s behavior. 

iRacing can only be “played” and downloaded 
from the Internet. Most personal computers built in 
the past three years will run the program with ease— 
Mac owners who run Windows can also play. 
Subscriptions ranging from one month ($14) up to two 
years ($179) are available. New players start with 
three cars and seven racetracks (additional tracks are 
$11.95 to $14.95, and adding a car costs $14.95). It's 
not the real thing, but the adrenaline iRacing produces 
is very real. Plus, it's much cheaper than actual racing. 
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=i 3205.8 PORSCHE CAYMAN S (LL3, 2009) - 3:05.8 PORSCHE 911 CARRERA S$ (LL3, 2009) - 3205.8 PORSCHE 911 TURBO (LL4, 2007) - 3:05.6 BMW M3 (LL2,2008) - 3:05.4 BMW M3 (LL2, 2009) - 
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DOWN 65 HORSEPOWER TO THE 
9ILS, THE 320-HP CAYMANS STILL 
MANAGED TO MATCHITS TIME. 


stable than the 911, which always threatens to 
wag its engine-harboring tail. Touching the 
curbing upsets the balance almost insignifi- 
cantly, and the car’s movements seem to occur 
in slow motion: There’s nothing alarming, no 
surprises. Typical for a Porsche, the brakes 
have an easily modulated, firm pedal and offer 
the reassuring feel necessary for stress-free 
late braking. 

Equipped with Porsche’s PDK dual-clutch 
gearbox, the Cayman S shifts quickly and 
nearly imperceptibly, but we became annoyed 
by the steering-wheel-mounted push buttons 
that control upshifts and downshifts. Eventu- 
ally, we acclimated to the nonintuitive button 
commands, although we gave up on upshifting 
in both Porsches because under full throttle, 
shifts happen automatically at redline no mat- 
ter which mode is selected. Accelerating out of 
corners, the Cayman S’s horsepower deficit to 
the 911’s is obvious, but the less powerful 
Porsche’s stability, grip, and precision are why 
the 911 is the only car that still hangs its engine 
behind the rear wheels. 


LOTUS EXIGE S 260 SPORT > 3:05.0 

Lotus seems to have exceeded the point of 
diminishing returns with this car. For 
$76,120— that’s nine grand and change more 
than the next-rung-down Exige S 240 and 


almost $28,000 more than a base Elise, all of 
which share the same basic chassis—the 260 
Sport gets various carbon-fiber body panels 
and other lightweight bits, suchas forged alloy 
wheels, that reduce weight by a not-insignifi- 
cant 50 pounds versus the Exige S 240. The 
260 also bears 17 additional horsepower, for a 
grand total of 257. Although this new model 
mustered an extra 5 mph down the front 
straight over last year’s Exige (which made 
220 horses), the increased power was other- 
wise indiscernible, as the 260 Sport was slower 
through four of the five sectors anda half-sec- 
ond behind overall. 

Still, other than its balky shifter, which 
we’ve often complained about, and a resis- 
tance to rotate under trail braking that was 
likely a quirk of our particular test car, the 
Exige is totally at home on a track, with laser- 
sharp steering and indefatigable brakes. It’s 
like the LLU class’s Ariel Atom 3 and KTM 
X-Bow in that it’s content to run at 10/10ths all 
day long without rapidly eating up the tires, 
and there is zero brake fade. But keep in mind 
that the Lotus is cheaper than those two and 
also is street-legal. 


CHEVROLET CORVETTE ZR1 > 2351.8 
We knewthe ZR1 was going to be fast—but not 
this quick. Only two cars have gone faster than 


3:05.8 


PORSCHE CAYMAN S 





the ZR1 in our Lightning Lap challenge, but 
both of them—the Mosler MT900S and the 
Dodge Viper SRT10 ACR, from the 2008 
event—are much more in their element on a 
track than on a street. Yet the Corvette com- 
bines startling pace around VIR with lots of 
luggage space, plus a tractable engine, good 
visibility, and a supple ride. 

That’s not to say that extracting a good lap 
from the ZR1is easy. First, it carries huge speed 
everywhere, so judging braking distances is 
tricky. Then, it has outrageous amounts of 
power, So it’s easy to overwhelm the rear tires, 
which leads to entertaining sideways heroics 
but is not so good for lap times. It requires 
finesse to manage the traction circle in this car. 
And the steering is a little bit vague. 

Against that, the ZR1 has Ohmigod! brakes, 
stellar thrust, anda relatively faithful chassis, 
helped along by its Michelin Pilot Sport PS2 
tires that are much more progressive than the 
Goodyear Eagle F1 Supercars on lesser Cor- 
vettes. The ZR1 was 2.8 seconds quicker than 
the Ferrari 430 Scuderia and 3.8 seconds up on 
the Nissan GT-R (both from the 2008 event). 
Allother things being equal, that’s what a pow- 
er-to-weight ratio of 5.3 pounds per horse- 
power will do foracar’s performance. 


CONTINUED ON [PAGE 62) Gy 


3:05.0 LOTUS EXIGE $ 260 SPORT (LL3, 2009) - 3:04.6 AUDI R8 (LL3, 2007) - 3204.5 LOTUS EXIGE $ (LL3, 2007) + 3:04.0 CADILLAC CTS-V (LL2, 2008) - 3:03.6 CHEVROLET CORVETTE Zo1 (LL2, 2007) - 
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We continue to marvel at how comprehen- 
sively Audi nailed its first attempt at a super- 
car, particularly when the R8’s newly available, 
Lamborghini-sourced, 525-hp screaming V-10 
is installed. Long Porsche’s forte, the fluidity 
of the R8 imparts instant confidence that 
makes the driver feel completely safe while 
doing seemingly crazy things such as averag- 





than the Lamborghint. 





ing 114 mph through this racetrack’s intimi- 
dating esses (search “R8 VIR” on YouTube to 
see a spectacular example of how badly this 
section can go) or seeing the little needle climb 
to “150” on the front straight, the third-lofti- 
est speed of the day. 

Although its predictability makes the Cor- 
vettes feel leery by comparison, the R8 isn’t 
quite atrack-day special. It understeers annoy- 
ingly, particularly into corners with no eleva- 
tion change, although its rear-biased all-wheel 
drive allows for power oversteer on corner 
exit. And its brakes, while above average 
among sports cars, aren’t as strong as the Cor- 
vettes’. Also, under maximum deceleration 


from high speed, the R8 gets a bit squirmy. 
Unlike the higher-tech dual-clutch automated 
manuals of the 911 andthe BMW M3, the R8’s 
single-clutch unit never second-guessed our 
paddle-shift inputs, even though it took 
slightly more time to execute an upshift and 
the actual shifts are harsher. 

Considering the R8’s effortlessness, we 
were almost surprised to find that it joined the 
sub-three-minute club. That’s a dramatic, 
5.1-second improvement around the Virginia 
track over the V-8-powered R8 and makes the 
mid-engined hunk the all-time LL4 champ, 
bettering the mighty 550-hp Ford GT’s 2006 
lap time by more thana second. 


— 





2:59.45 


AUDI R8 5.2 FSI 





Sector 3 is called 
the Spiral, and it’s easy to overdrive 
cars through this tight section. 
Stability while turning and braking 
is vital, as is good traction. The 
Audi R8 was marginally faster here 





3201.8 PORSCHE 911 GT3 (LL3, 2007) + 3:01.6 DODGE VIPER SRT10 COUPE (LL3, 2006) + 3:01.2 CHEVROLET CORVETTE 251 (LL2, 2008) - 3201.1 CHEVROLET CORVETTE 206 (LL3, 2006) - 3:00.7 FORD GT (LL4, 
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At $480,325, the LP670-4 SuperVeloce is the 
most expensive car ever to run in Lightning 
Lap. It’s also the best-sounding—and the loud- 
est, with an engine wail and bellow that could 
trigger car alarms in the next county. One of 
our test drivers went out for a fun run without 
ahelmet and later complained of hearing loss. 


Getting the best out of this lighter and 
more powerful Murciélago is tricky. On the 
first day, ithad transmission sulk. On the sec- 
ond morning, it just understeered everywhere, 
and its pace wasn’t helped by gearing that’s set 
up for space exploration: We had to use first 
gear in a couple of places, which didn’t seem 
quite right. The fixed backrest of the seat is 
awful, too, pushing a helmeted head too far 
forward for comfort. 

Eventually, the Lambo came alive when we 
really started pushing it and the track warmed 
up: Some of the rear-end grip went away, which 
allowed us to rotate the big Lambo into cor- 
ners and get the power down sooner. 


On a hot lap, the Lambo was magnificent, 
combining an operatic soundtrack with huge 
grip, delicious steering, and formidable brakes. 
Unlike the ZR1, which oversteers at the merest 
suggestion of the concept, the Lambo is more 
neutral and precise, characteristics that are 
reflected in the two cars’ respective paces 


through the uphill esses, although the Murcié 
still needs a sure hand for quick times. In 
essence, it lost out to the ZR1 because it has a 
slightly inferior power-to-weight ratio as well 
as tall gearing that slows its acceleration out 
of corners. But the two were dead even at the 
end of both straightaways, with a top speed 
just past 157 mph into the first corner. 





THE LAMBO HAS AN ENGINE WAIL 
AND BELLOW THAT COULD TRIGGER 
CARALARMSIN THE NEXT COUNTY. 





2006) * 2:59.5 AUDI R8 5.2 FSI (LL4, 2009) 


*2:59.0 NISSAN GT-R [ALL-SEASON TIRES] (LL3, 2008) 


a 
4 LAMBORGHINI 
MURCIELAGO LP670-4 SV 





*2:98.8 CHEVROLET CORVETTE GRAND SPORT (LL2, 2009) - 2258.2 CHEVROLET CORVETTE 206 (LL3, 2007) - 
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ARIEL ATOM 3 > 2:57.6 

KTM X-BOW > 2:52.3 

For the first time, we brought a couple of track 
machines to our Lightning Lap bash. One, the 
Ariel Atom 3, can be bought in the U.S.; the 
other, the KTM X-Bow, can’t. 

The Atom is a pared-down, no-nonsense 
track weapon powered by a supercharged, 
300-hp Honda engine. It’s wickedly fast in a 
straight line, at least until its blocky aerody- 
namics come into play, and it brakes and cor- 
ners like a two-seat formula car. 

But it wasn’t quite as fast as we expected, 
simply because it’s a touch nervous. Back off 
the throttle too quickly while turning into a 


VIDEO VBOX 


corner, and the back end jumps out ina hurry. 
Apply a touch too much power too early, and 
the tail also threatens to head off into the 
undergrowth. Judging braking distances is 
also tricky because it’s quite easy to lock a 
front wheel. Essentially, the Atom feels like a 
1970s formula car, only with alittle less finesse 
and gobs more horsepower. Still, it’s a blast— 
literally and metaphorically. 

The X-Bow, by contrast, is more like amod- 
ern race car, a superbly stable platform that 
storms corners. Like the Atom, its aerodynam- 
ics kill top speed, but the downforce generated 
by the body shape keeps it far more planted in 
high-speed corners and under 
braking. Indeed, the X-Bow’s 
stopping and cornering are so 
good that, despite a peak speed 
downthe straightaway that was 
25.7 mph slower than the ZRr’, 
it was just half a second off the 


Racelogic’s latest creation, the Video VBOX, adds 

two cameras to the company’s excellent GPS- 

based data-collection system, which we’ve long 

used for vehicle testing. Videos are completely 

customizable, and data including speed, g’s, track 

maps, lap times, and even a realistic rendition 

of acar’s gauges can be displayed concurrently. 

Vehicle info, suchas throttle and brake positions, 

engine rpm, and steering angle, also can be harvested from the car’s brain. The 


system didn’t work flawlessly at VIR—a couple of times the data card was blank after 
a heroic lap—but when it did, the results were impressive Gee CARandDRIVER.com/ 


VBOX Video). Prices range from $1845 to $4650 (www.vboxusa.com). 


2797.6 ARIEL ATOM 3 (LLU, 2009) + 2:57.4 DODGE VIPER SRTI0 (LL3, 2007) - 2°55.6 NISSAN GT-R (LL3, 2008) - 2254.6 FERRARI 430 SCUDERIA (LL9, 2008) 
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uber Corvette’s lap time and more than two 
seconds up on the Ferrari 430 Scuderia’s time 
from 2008. 

The stiff structure helps the car in corners 
where aero grip isn’t such an issue, and we 
were able to carry massive speed through the 
series of medium-speed curves on the back- 
side of the course. Responses from the con- 
trols are wonderful and make even the Lam- 
borghini feel like a blunt instrument. In short, 
the X-Bow provides the thrills of a modern- 
day formula car without having to go through 
the hassles of owning one—e.g., the ocean- 
front real estate, the trophy wives, etc. 


TRACK NOTES: Both the Ariel 
and KTM track toys were way 
down on straight-line speed, 


hitting 135.4 mph and 131.7 mph, 
respectively, at the fastest point 
in Sector 1. The Lamborghini, by 
comparison, hit 157.5 mph. 











 2:53.9 LAMBORGHINI MURCIELAGO 


APPLY TOO MUCH POWER TOO EARLY, 

AND THEARIEL ATOM THREATENS TO HEAD OFF 
INTO THE UNDERGROWTH. THE KTM X-BOW, 

BY CONTRAST, ISSTABLE ANDSTORMS CORNERS. 


25 -—2— 3 


KTM X-BOW 


2: bol G6 


ARIEL ATOM 3 

















LP6/0-4 SV (LL5, 2009) » 2252.3 KTM X-BOW (LLU, 2009) + 2:51.8 CHEVROLET CORVETTE ZRI (LL3, 2009) » 2:48.6 DODGE VIPER SRT10 COUPE ACR (LL3, 2008) » 2:45.9 MOSLER MT900S (LL5, 2008) 
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CARANDDRIVER.com 
WATCH STUNNING IN-CAR HOT LAPS OF THE ARIEL 
ATOM 3, AUDI R8 5.2 Pst CHEVROLET CORVETTE ZR1, 








LAMBORGHINI MURCIELAGO LP670-4 SV, AND KTM 
X-BOW ON OUR WEBSITE. 
CARANDDRIVER.COM/LIGHTNINGVIDEO 
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» VIR OFFERS SIX DIFFERENT 


ual 


TRACK CONFIGURATIONS. 


WE CHOSE THE GRAND WEST 


COURSE FOR ITS MIX 
OF STRAIGHTS, SLOW AND 


HIGH-SPEED CORNERS, UPHILL 
ESSES, AND 4.1-MILE LENGTH. 
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COMPARO 


LAST TIME WE WRUNG OUT THE AUTOMOTIVE GALAXY OF MINIATURE SUVs 
[“Mud Puppies,” February 2008], we, uh, really had to wring them out. That’s because 
we sank a couple of them and doused the rest in liquid clay, prompting outrage from off- 
road clubs, afew manufacturers, and the state of Michigan. 


We resolved this time to avoid the primordial goo in 
favor of the genteel plantations and quarter-horse farms of 
Bluegrass Country, which offered the bonus of genuine BBQ 
joints. At one such eatery, in fact, the waitress eventually 
approached our table and made this startling announce- 
ment: “We are now Officially out of ribs.” Upon returning to 
the hotel that night, assistant tech editor K.C. Colwellcom- 
plained,“Oh, man, [think Pve got the meat sweats.” 


In truth, one doesn’t associate raging carnivorism with 
these docile vehicles, which Americans still viewas SUVs but 
we regard as tall wagons. Why not a Camry wagon instead 
ofa RAV4 or an Accord wagon instead of aC R-V? Whenever 
we’ve proffered that argument, however, we’ve been met 
with blank stares. So here we go again with the “mild horses,” 
strong on practicality but mostly less fun than that pony your 
parents rented for your sixth birthday. 
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MERCURY MARINER ~ 


THE HIGHS> Pillowy ride, your best 
friend on the interstate, bargain price. 
THE LOWS> Too much body roll, too 
little grip, feeling a bit dowdy. 
THE VERDICT? Airy and honest but 
also in nee g of a. a wholesale e freshening, — 






This time around, we’ve deleted the Jeep 
Liberty and the Nissan Rogue, which didn’t 
win previously andare unchanged. We included 
no Hyundai because an all-new Tucson is loom- 
ing but not yet available. And GM’s envoy on 
this outing was the new GMC Terrain. To that 
mix we added a couple of turbocharged new- 
comers: VW’s Tiguan and Subaru’s recently 
updated Forester. 

We opted for automatic transmissions, the 
highest-output engine, and all-wheel drive. 
Alas, we could locate only front-drive versions 
of the Terrain and the Tiguan. Sorry. 

Given the insurance claims following our 
most recent mini-SUV test, we went to great 
pains this time to assure a damage-free outing. 
Did you know that horses enjoy eating side- 
view mirrors, windshield wipers, $12,000 
Nikon cameras, and paint right down to bare 
metal [see|page 7]? Neither did we. 


8. MERCURY MARINER 
The optional V-6 in the Ford Escape and Mer- 


cury Mariner is nowrated at 240 horsepower— 
a 40-horse increase—and the deservedly 
maligned four-speed automatic has been 
binned in favor of a modern six-speed. Also 
new are rearview mirrors with convex magni- 
fiers in the outer corners, aimed at the driver’s 
blind spots—dquite useful as we reversed the 
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Mariner through a herd of unruly ponies. 

This SUV finished last mostly because of its 
flaccid suspension. It scored the slowest lane- 
change speed and the second-worst skidpad 
grip—in fairness, both maneuvers were handi- 
capped by overaggressive stability control— 
then went on to log the worst braking distance 
by quite amargin. The 16-inch tires may be com- 
plicit in this, as may be the Mariner’s tallest-in- 
group status. The moment we reached the hills 
of West Virginia, the Mariner lived up to its 
seagoing moniker byrolling, tossing, and pitch- 
ing—a pale-blue Dearborn trawler ina gale. 

The other knock against the Mercury was 
that, at wide-open throttle, it made the most 
racket, and the quality of the racket was judged 
the most abrasive. On the upside, as one voter 
put it, “While the Honda struggles up grades 
with kickdowns and revs aplenty, the Mercury 
just chugs easily over hill and dale.” We dowish 
the shifter’s menu offered more than just “D” 
and “L,” however. 

Other pluses: The Mariner offers a simple 
center stack, great visibility—in part because 
of its razor-thin A-pillars—and a bargain-base- 
ment price. In this group, in fact, it carried an 
as-tested sticker $1728 less than any othevr’s. It 
also proved a poised, serene, stable interstate 
cruiser, witha plush ride and comfortable seats 
upholstered in grippy, classy-looking fabric. 
When we asked our voters which SUV they’d 
pickif they had to drive to L.A. tomorrow, two 
pointed fingers at the Mariner. “Of course, 
when I got there,” added one, “I’d rent some- 
thing that actually offered some fun.” 





¥ ~~ | = THE HIGHS> Capable off-road, feels 
— F _—e—_— >. truckishly solid, pugnacious styling, 
{ é = THE LOWS> Heavy, slow-witted, ought 
| 2 fi YY, § 
i i: = to offer more interior space. + _ 
=a . = ‘ ~  THEWVERDICT> A little SUV that will /- SUZUKI GRAN D VITARA 
; \ help you through your midlife crisis: Just as the Mariner’s V-6 enjoyed a colossal 
— bump in power, so has the Suzuki’s, rising from 


an anemic 185 horses to a that’s-more-like-it 
230. Unfortunately, the Grand Vitara remains 
porky, which might explain why it logged the 
second-slowest sprint to 60 mph, the second- 
worst quarter-mile ET, and—ahem—the worst 
observed fuel economy. 

The Grand Vitara now comes with a stan- 
dard nav system, which also is removable, 
meaning you can deploy it on hikes to previ- 
ously undiscovered discount-liquor stores. The 
interior is otherwise somber and somewhat 
dated, enlivened only by a dark marble-look 
veneer that somehow recalls the Formica in the 
lobby of a’60s-era Vegas hotel. 

Alleight of our crack voters agreed that the 
Suzuki was the most trucklike of the assem- 
bled mini-utes, and it’s probably no lie, given 
the integrated ladder frame in its unibody. The 
truckishness extends to an unyielding ride and 
actual off-road prowess, as demonstrated dur- 
ing our sodden 2008 soirée. In addition to short 





>... 


aie 


1 iid 
ih yy ti 


a ] e 
# " 
q 7 a 
| ee | 


thy 
af 
hy 


y 
| 


71 


g.com 


+, ol 
t 


GMC TERRAIN 


THE HIGHS> Solid platform, convivial 
interstate cruiser, powerful brakes. 
THE LOWS> Numb steering, lethargic 
transmission, way too much lard. 


~~ THE VERDICT> Lighten up—an injection of 


pian mug have saved the Sy 
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overhangs, our tester’s center diff could be 
locked in both four-wheel-drive high as wellas 
low. Add to that hill-descent control, hill-hold 
control, and 7.9 inches of ground clearance, and 
you’ve got a feisty little mudder that can also 
be flat-towed by switching the transfer case 
into neutral. 

Unfortunately, the Suzuki’s bad-boy per- 
sona wears thin after a couple of hours. The 
steering is a tad heavy at low speeds, turn-in 
could be sharper, and the tall shifter requires 
Schwarzeneggian effort as it clunks througha 
maze of strangely arrayed detents. 

Given all ofthis implied brutishness, you’d 
suppose the Grand Vitara is cavernous within. 
Nope. In fact, it is tied with the VW for least 
front interior volume, finished last for rear 
interior volume, and tied again with the little 
VW for least cubic feet of storage behind the 
rear seat. 

“Unless youre off-roading,” offered Col- 
well, “I don’t see any interesting driving 
dynamics here.” Maybe the Suzukiis aimed at 
ego-shaky males who can’t abide a cute-ute 
grocery getter. 


6. GMC TERRAIN 

GMC’s Terrain is the sister ship to the Chevy 
Equinox and, apart from styling, the two don’t 
differ much. Which means we get to pick ata 
familiar scab. The Terrain is the longest SUV 
in this group and rides on a wheelbase that 
extends 7.4 inches beyond any competitor’s, 
making it a Clydesdale among Shetland ponies. 
What should be a “mini” SUV weighs 4008 
pounds—more than a quarter-ton heavier 
than, say, the Subaru Forester. And that’s with- 
out all-wheel drive. Even attached to a 264- 
horse V-6 (a$1500 option), the Terrain consis- 
tently felt as ifit wanted to saunter back to the 
barn and strap on the oat bag. 

On West Virginia’s narrow farm roads, the 
Terrain rarely felt fully connected to the tar- 
mac and heaved about as if it might suddenly 
spill into the oncoming lane. That sapped 
driver confidence, which is a shame because 
the Terrain’s skidpad grip—tied with the taut 
little CR-V’s—proves it can cling withthe best 
of them. 

Several editors complained about the front 
seats, noting a short seat cushion that was 
oddly dished, encouraging slouching. This 
SUV also lost votes for its steering, which was 
light but lifeless on-center, requiring a major 
twirl to initiate any change in direction. More- 
over, GM has formatted the six-speed auto- 
matic not for fun but for fuel economy. Unless 
your foot is more or less jamming the accelera- 
tor pedal clean through the fire wall, the trans- 
mission just relentlessly upshifts. The manu- 
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matic helps alittle, but it’s a strange, inch-long, 
thumb-actuated rocker on the side of the shift 
lever, sufficiently fiddly that you’ll not often 
use it. 

Notallis lost, however. The Terrain tracked 


like a champ. Its V-6 was quietest at idle. Its 
platform was solid and rattle-free. And, from 
70 mph, it stopped in the shortest distance, a 
considerable feat given its mass. 

Study the details—the cockpit’s futuristic 
“floating” center stack and the contrasting red 
stitching, for instance—and you'll see that the 
new General Motors is now quite serious about 
small SUVs. But as one editor put it, “What we 
have here is a ‘professional grade’ Equinox— 
competent but not playful.” 


5. MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER 
Freshened for 2010, the Outlander GT’s V-6 gat es | = 
produces 10 more horses, fed via an outsized ee MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER 
version of the Lancer Evo’s grille, now evi- (es 
dently capable of sucking in leaves, roadkill, ee Features aplenty, fun paddle 
and possiblyastop signortwo.Ignorethesteep [~ = shifters; flexible tailgate. 
base price; the Outlander comes equipped with Bizarro third-row seat, 
so many standard amenities that it might mediocre fit and finish, heavy. 
require a three-page Monroney sticker. A cute ute that has yet to 
This SUV essentially shares its platform pin down its mission statement. 
with the Lancer sedan, and Mitsubishi’s strat- 
egy was to make this a sporting proposition. 
On the skidpad, at least, the plan worked, with 
the Outlander logging best-in-class grip. In 
backwoods Bluegrass Country, however, it 
wasn’t as engaging. Its heavy steering tended 
to load up abruptly even when the front tires 
hadn’t. And there was a little too much body 
roll upon turn-in, causing this vehicle’s consid- 
erable heft to shift to the outer front wheel. 
Moreover, the secondary controls were dif- 
ficult to learn. Fit and finish was mediocre, 
with gaps on the dash that varied wildly. And 
above 75 mph, the Mitsu whipped up a mael- 
strom of wind noise and tire thrum. 
On the other hand, we loved the paddle 
shifters, which were big, easy to reach, and 
summoned gears with lightning speed. And 
between the front seats resides the “Super-All 











Wheel Control” knob that commands the cen- 
ter diff to apportion power front to back and 
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side to side in three modes: “tarmac,” “snow,” 
and “lock.” Curiously, the lock mode is opera- 
ble at all speeds. 

We must also credit Mitsubishi for being 
amusing. First, the lower quarter of the Out- 
lander’s liftgate folds downward, creating a 
tailgate capable of accommodating 440 pounds 
of picnic. Second, a third-row seat is available. 
Well, “seat” isn’t the right word. It’s more like 
three pieces of rebar rattling inside aroll of felt, 
with flip-up headrests fashioned from Ping- 
Pong paddles. Wrote associate website editor 
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Jared Gall, “No childis going to be comfortable 
back there unless he’s unconscious.” 

In the end, the Outlander is like a politician 
trying to be all things to all people. The mes- 
sage gets muddled. 


4. SUBARU FORESTER 

New for 2009, the Forester—the vehicle most 
likely to be parked in the lot of a Whole Foods 
store—is all growed up. It’s 2.9 inches longer 
and 1.8 inches wider, and it benefits from an 
extra 3.6 inches of wheelbase. Moreover, the 
less intrusive rear suspension allows the dis- 
tance between the aft wheel wells to swell by 
5.2 inches. In this group, the Subaru can thus 
carry the largest piece of plywood. 

What the driver notices first about this 
soft-roader is its bright, open, airy cockpit. You 
sit bolt upright, amid vast expanses of unused 
headroom, and the huge windshield and back- 
light are a boon to sightlines. It’s a pleasant 
place to conduct business. 

Subaru’s turbocharged and intercooled 
flat-four by no means produces the most power 
in this group, yet the Forester was the quickest 
to30 mph and the second-quickest to 60 mph, 
in part because it weighed the least. Turbo lag 
is minimal, but you soon learn not to light-off 
that secondary oomph in the middle of a 
go-degree turn, where it can upset the chassis 
and passengers alike. Another turbo side effect: 
Premium fuel is mandatory. Idle quality could 
be better, and, after long interstate slogs, the 
boxer can begin to drone. 

This is the second 2.5XT we’ve tested that 
evinced crash-through sufficient to set various 
cockpit bits and subassemblies in motion. The 
ride isn’t harsh, but those distant ticks, rattles, 
and groans do nota good first impression make. 
And on the subject of rigidity, our man Gall 
noted, “You can even feel quick steering cor- 
rections ripple back through the structure.” 

With the 2009 redesign, the five-speed 
manualis no longer available with the turbo, so 
your only option is a four-speed automatic, 
which seems unconscionable at this price. Yet 
there were no transmission diatribes in the 
Subie’s logbook. In fact, the manumatic proved 
quick and precise, and, as one voter put it, “In 
the hills, you can just leave it in third all day.” 

Overall, thisis a gratifying blend of agility, 
practicality, and performance. It’s interesting 
to note that before we calculated observed fuel 
economy, the Forester was in third place. Tur- 
bos can be thirsty. 


3. HONDA CR-V 
In our 2008 “Mud Puppies” comparo, the CR-V 
finished second to the RAV4, although it was a 
statistical dead heat: 208 points to the Honda’s 









14 


SUBARU FORESTER 


THE HIGHS> Airy cockpit, superb 
sightlines, light, agile, quick. 

THE LOWS> Not the world’s most rigid 
platform, needs a fifth gear. 

THE VERDICT> A Subaru that’s finally 
gone mainstream. 










206. Back then, the CR-V’s 2.4-liter inline- 
four—the only powerplant available then and 
now—produced only 166 horsepower. In the 
interim, Hondahaslocatedan extra14horses— 
mostly via a bump in compression—but that 
still leaves the CR-V 20 behind the next-weak- 
est SUV here. The Honda was thus the slowest 
to 60 mphand was 1.8 seconds astern the RAV4 
through the quarter-mile. 

Even as its engine was huffing and puffing 
near its 7100-rpm redline, the CR-V nonethe- 
less had little trouble pacing our group through 
the hills. For that, we can thank its taut chas- 
sis—unfazed by even the wildest back-holler 
whoop-de-dos—and its linear, communicative 
steering, which tells you all you need to know 
about road textures and grip. The CR-V can be 
placed confidently anywhere mid-turn, and 
nothing upsets it; witness its winning lane- 
change velocity. 

We always think ofthe CR-V as an itty-bitty 
thing, but it approaches cavernous inside. It 
tied the RAV4 for greatest rear-seat comfort, 
in fact, and managed a three-way tie for the 
most cubic feet behind the rear seat. 

Honda has freshened the 2010 CR-Vwitha 
zillion small upgrades—folding armrests that 
are an inch wider, for example—but the car 
otherwise feels the same, notably in the rich- 
ness of its interior surfaces and their tasteful 


1s ROD\G DY. On eas 


THE HIGHS> Spacious back seat, 
composed chassis, sports-sedan steering. 
THE LOWS> Slow, notsy at idle, cawt 
tow much more than a bag of doughnuts. 
THE VERDICT> Still charming, but it’s 
time to consider optional horsepower. 
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— Mercury Mitsubishi 
GMC Honda Mariner Outlander GT 
Terrain SLE CR-V EX-L 4WD V-6 AWD S-AWC 
PRICE BASE> $24,995 $28,455 S25545 $29,990 






DIMENSIONS 
LENGTH > 

WIDTH > 

HEIGHT> 
WHEELBASE > 
FRONT TRACK > 
REAR TRACK > 
INTERIOR VOLUME > 


WEIGHT 
CURB > 

% FRONT/% REAR > 
TOWING 
MAX > 

AS TESTED > 
FUEL 

TANK > 

FUEL RATING > 
EPA CITY > 
EPA HWY > 





185.2 inches 
72.8 inches 
66.3 inches 
112.5 inches 
62.9 inches 

62.1 inches 

F: 54 cubic feet 
R: 50 cubic feet 


4008 pounds 
57.7/42.3 


3500 pounds 
3500 pounds 


20.9 gallons 
87 octane 

17 mpg 

25 mpg 






179.3 inches 
71.6 inches 

66.1 inches 

103.1 inches 
61.6 inches 

61.6 inches 

F: 53 cubic feet 
R: 48 cubic feet 


3559 pounds 
SuS425 


1500 pounds 
1500 pounds 


15.3 gallons 
87 octane 
21 mpg 

27 mpg 


175.1 inches 

71.1 inches 

67.9 inches 
103.1 inches 
60.7 inches 
60.2 inches 

F: 55 cubic feet 
R: 44 cubic feet 


3575 pounds 
59.6/40.4 


3500 pounds 
1500 pounds 


16.5 gallons 
87 octane 
18 mpg 

23 mpg 













183.7 inches 
70.9 inches 

66.1 inches 
105.1 inches 
60.6 inches 
60.6 inches 

F: 54 cubic feet 
R: 45 cubic feet 


3866 pounds 
55.4/44.6 


3500 pounds 
3500 pounds 


15.9 gallons 
91 octane 
18 mpg 

24 mpg 


ENGINE > 


POWER BHP @ RPM > 
TORQUE LB-FT @ RPM > 
REDLINE > 

LB PER BHP > 
DRIVELINE 
TRANSMISSION > 
DRIVEN WHEELS > 
GEAR RATIO:1/ 

MPH PER 1000 RPM > 


AXLE RATIO:1 > 


DOHC 16-valve V-6 
183) cu In(Z997EC) 


264 @ 6950 
222 @ 5100 
7200 rpm 
15e2 


6-speed automatic 
front 

® 4.48/6.5 

® 2.87/10.2 

© 1.84/15.9 

@ 1.41/20.8 

© 1.00/29.3 

© 0.74/39.6 

Zt 


DOHC 16-valve inline-4 
144 cu in (2354cc) 


180 @ 6800 
161 @ 4400 
7100 rpm 
1958 


5-speed automatic 


all 

® 2.79/6.5 
@ 1.61/11.3 
© 1.08/16.9 
@ 0.77/23.6 
© 0.57/32.2 


4.50 


DOHC 24-valve V-6 
181 cu in (2967cc) 


240 @ 6550 
233 @ 4300 
6900 rpm 
14.9 


eels automatic 
a 

@ 4.58/5.2 

® 2.96/8.0 

© 1.91/12.5 

© 1.45/16.5 

© 1.00/23.0 

6 0.75/31.9 

Sl 


SOHC 24-valve V-6 
183 cu in (2998cc) 


230 @ 6250 


215-3750 
6500 rpm 
16.8 


6-speed automatic 
al 


| 
| 
7 
7 
: 


SUSPENSION > 


BRAKES > 


ANTI-LOCK CONTROL > 
STABILITY CONTROL > 
TIRES > 


F: struts, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 

R: multilink, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 

F: 12.6-inch vented disc 
R: 11.9-inch vented disc 


yes 


yes 
Michelin Latitude Tour, 
P235/55R-18 99T M+S 


F: struts, coil Springs, 
anti-roll bar 

R: Multilink, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 

F: 11.7-inch vented disc 
R: 12.0-inch disc 


yes 


yes 
Bridgestone Dueler H/L 
400, 225/65R-17 102T M+S 


F: Struts, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 

R: Multilink, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 

F: 11.9-inch vented disc 
R: 10.0-inch drum 


yes 


yes 
Michelin Latitude Tour, 
P235/70R-16 104T M+S 


F: Struts, Coil Springs, 
anti-roll bar 

R: Multilink, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 

F: 11.6-inch vented disc 
R: 11.9-inch disc 


yes 


yes 
Goodyear Eagle LS2, 
P225/55R-18 97H M+S 








CARGO BEHIND > 


BEER CASES: 

SEATS UP/FOLDED > 
LENGTH OF PIPE > 
SHEET OF PLYWOOD: 
LENGTH X WIDTH > 







ACCELERATION 
O=30' MPH> 





F: 64 cubic feet 
R: 32 cubic feet 


19/38 
133.0 inches 


68.3 x 37.0 inches 





F: 73 cubic feet 
R: 36 cubic feet 


19/35 
124.0 inches 


54.0 x 38.0 inches 





F: 67 cubic feet 
R: 31 cubic feet 


17/40 
124.0 inches 


65.8 x 41.0 inches 








F: 73 cubic feet 
R: 36 cubic feet 


19/39 
130.5 inches 


68.3 x 40.5 inches 














0-100 MPH > 20.3 sec 26.1 sec | 19.6 sec 20.0 sec 
1/4MILE@MPH> 159sec @ 89 16.7 sec @ 84 15.5 sec @ 90 15.6 sec @ 90 
ROLLING5-60> #£=78SeC 9.4 sec 7.6 Sec 7.7 S@C 
TOP GEAR 30-50> 3.8seC 5.2 mph 3.9 sec 41sec 
TOP GEAR 50-70 > 4.9 sec 6.2 Sec 5.0 sec 5.7 Sec 
CHASSIS 
BRAKING 70-OMPH> _ _ 161 feet 172 feet 196 feet 178 feet 
LANECHANGE> 58.4mph 60.5 mph 50.7 mpht 58.9 mph 
SOUND LEVEL 
IDLE> 38dBA 43 dBA 4O dBA 41 dBA 
FULL THROTTLE> /6dBA 76 dBA 78 dBA 75 dBA 
70-MPHCRUISE> ¢2dBA Sh 71 dBA nZnBA VZzdBA 
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Subaru Suzuki — 
Forester 2.5XT Grand Vitara V-6 motes Volkswagen 
— Limited Limited 4WD RAV4 Limited 4x4 Tiguan S 
E ~ 
PRICE BASE> $29,190 $28,610 $27,950 






DIMENSIONS 
LENGTH > 

WIDTH > 

HEIGHT> 
WHEELBASE > 
FRONT TRACK > 
REAR TRACK > 
INTERIOR VOLUME > 


WEIGHT 
CURB > 

% FRONT/% REAR > 
TOWING 
MAX > 

AS TESTED > 
FUEL 

TANK > 

FUEL RATING > 
EPA CITY > 
EPA HWY > 





179.5 inches 

70.1 inches 

66.9 inches 
103.0 inches 
60.2 inches 
60.2 inches 

F: 56 cubic feet 
R: 46 cubic feet 


3433 pounds 
561/439 


2400 pounds 
2400 pounds 


$27,879 






177.2 inches 
71.3 inches 
66.7 inches 
103.9 inches 
60.6 inches 
61.4 inches 

F: 51 cubic feet 
R: 43 cubic feet 


3922 pounds 
521/479 


3000 pounds 
3000 pounds 


16.9 gallons 17.4 gallons 
91 octane 87 octane 
19 mpg 17 mpg 


24 mpg 


23 mpg 


181.9 inches 
73.0 inches 
66.3 inches 
104.7 inches 
61.4 inches 

61.4 inches 

F: 55 cubic feet 
R: 49 cubic feet 


3751 pounds 
58.4/41.6 


3500 pounds 
3500 pounds 


15.9 gallons 
87 octane 
19 mpg 

26 mpg 











174.3 inches 
71.2 inches 
66.3 inches 
102.5 inches 
61.8 inches 

61.9 inches 

F: 51 cubic feet 
R: 44 cubic feet 


3547 pounds 
58.4/41.6 


2200 pounds 
2200 pounds 


16.8 gallons 
91 octane 
18 mpg 

24 mpg 


ENGINE > 


POWER BHP @ RPM > 
TORQUE LB-FT @ RPM > 
REDLINE > 

LB PER BHP > 
DRIVELINE 
TRANSMISSION > 
DRIVEN WHEELS > 
GEAR RATIO:1/ 

MPH PER 1000 RPM > 


AXLE RATIO:1 > 


turbocharged DOHC 
16-valve flat-4 
1I5SOCuLIN(Z457cC) 
224 @ 5200 

226 @ 2800 

6600 rpm 

iss 


4-speed automatic 
all 

® 2.79/6.3 

© 1.55/11.3 


© 1.00/17.4 
© 0.69/25. 


444 


DOHC 24-valve V-6 
195 cu in (3195cc) 


230 @ 6200 
213 @ 3500 
6500 rpm 
171 


5-speed automatic 


all 

® 3.52/6.5 
8 2.04/11.2 
® 1.40/16.4 
@ 1.00/22.9 
© 0.72/32.0 


So 


DOHC 24-valve V-6 
211 cu in (3456cc) 


269 @ 6200 
246 © 4700 
6400 rpm 
13.9 


eel tlt automatic 
a 

@ 4.24/63 

© 2.36/11.3 

© 1.52/17.6 
F105/255 

© 0.76/35.3 


3.08 


turbocharged DOHC 
16-valve inline-4 

121 cu in (1984cc) 
200 @ 5100 

207 @ 1700 

6500 rpm 

ee 


6-speed automatic 
front 


| 
| 
7 
7 
: 
° 


SUSPENSION > 


BRAKES > 


ANTI-LOCK CONTROL > 
STABILITY CONTROL > 
TIRES > 


F: struts, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 


R: Multilink, coil springs, 


anti-roll bar 
F: 11.7-inch vented disc 
R: 11.3-inch disc 


yes 


yes 
Yokohama Geolandar G95, 


P225/55R-17 95H M+S 


F: struts, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 


R: multilink, coil springs, 


anti-roll bar 
F: 11.5-inch vented disc 
R: 12.1-inch vented disc 


yes 


yes 
Dunlop AT20 Grandtrek, 


P225/60R-18 99H M+S 


F: struts, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 


R: multilink, coil springs, 


anti-roll bar 
F: 11.8-inch vented disc 
R: 11.2-inch disc 


yes 


yes 
Toyo A2O Open Country, 


225/65R-17 101H M+S 


F: struts, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 

R: multilink, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 

F: 12.3-inch vented disc 
R: 11.3-inch disc 


yes 


yes 
Michelin Latitude Tour HP, 
235/55R-17 99H M+S 








CARGO BEHIND > 


BEER CASES: 

SEATS UP/FOLDED > 
LENGTH OF PIPE > 
SHEET OF PLYWOOD: 
LENGTH X WIDTH > 








ACCELERATION 
O=30' MPH> 





0-100 MPH > 


F: 63 cubic feet 
R: 31 cubic feet 


18/38 
126.5 inches 


70.0 x 42.3 inches 


18.6 sec 








F: 67 cubic feet 
R: 24 cubic feet 


35 
123.0 inches 


61.0 x 40.5 inches 


23.4 sec 





F: 73 cubic feet 
R: 36 cubic feet 


19/41 
128.5 inches 


68.0 x 42.5 inches 


17.0 sec — 
14.9 sec @ 94 








F: 56 cubic feet 
R: 24 cubic feet 


11/33 
122.5 inches 


65.0 x 39.8 inches 





19.6 sec 











1/4MILE@MPH>  151sec @ 91 16.5 sec @ 85 15.5 sec @ 91 
ROLLING 5-60> 7.2S@C 9.0 sec 6.9 sec 7.6 Sec 
TOP GEAR 30-50> 4.2seC 4.5 mph 3.8 sec 3.7 sec 
TOP GEAR50-70> 49sec 5.6 Sec 4.3 sec 5.0 sec 
CHASSIS 
BRAKING 70-0 MPH> 169 feet 183 feet 183 feet 175 feet 
LANECHANGE> 57.6 mpht 57.9 mpht 58.9 mph 59.3 mph 
SOUND LEVEL 
IDLE> 41dBA 42 dBA 40 dBA 44 dBA 
FULLTHROTTLE> /6dBA 77 dBA 7? dBA 75 dBA 
70-MPHCRUISE> 72 dBA ——— 72 dBA 73 dBA 


a: 


- : 














=a ay . 


+Stabilit 





y-control-inhibited. 
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detailing. When you have the bestselling SUV 
in America, you fear making big changes. 

We’d nonetheless suggest one: optional 
turbochargers or a V-6. If Toyota can do it for 
as little as $28,610, Honda can, too. A V-6 may 
help boost towing capacity—as it is, the exist- 
ing CR-V can pull only a wimpy 1500 pounds. 
More important, this four-banger, dare we say 
it, is feeling a little wheezy. At idle, it proved 
lumpy and noisy, with an abrupt clunk every 
time the A/C compressor kicked on and off. 

Mini-ute buyers claim to worship at the 
altar of fuel economy. Yeah? Then contemplate 
this: Over 1050 miles of Joie Chitwood-style 
driving, the RAV4 V-6 delivered an observed 24 
mpg. The CR-V? The same. 


2. VOLKSWAGEN TIGUAN 


You don’t expect much personality in the cute- 
ute niche, but VW’s Tiguan is a raucous little 
delinquent, sort of like Mike Tyson at a soror- 
ity slumber party. Our voters alternately called 
it “the Tiggie,” “the Tigster,” “the Tiglet,” and, 
in one case, “Fred,” although that was the work 
of contributing editor Fred M.H. Gregory. 
Here’s what the Tiguan is: a GTI on stilts. 
Nosurprise, then, that it earned best-handling 





VOLKSWAGEN TIGUAN 


Steering, brakes, and 
chassis that are all magic in the hills. 
Cramped rear seat, slim 
cargo space, needs a DSG transmission. 
Almost as fun as a five- 
door GTI but not a lot more practical. 
_ 


ie 
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status, backed up by the surest brake feel and 
perfectly weighted, accurate steering. Part of 
its goat-like nimbleness can be attributed to its 
diminutive dimensions. The Volkswagen is the 
shortest overall in this herd, riding on the least 
wheelbase. Sort of a rolling square. Keep in 
mind, however, that if this had been a 
4MOTION model (starting at $27,050), some 
of that agility would have gone missing. 

The dimensions, alas, intrude upon the gor- 
geous cockpit, which was voted the classiest of 
the bunch. The Tiguan’s back seat was cramped 
for three riders, aggravated by space-wasting 
plastic bins at either end of the cushion anda 
center console that crowded the hump rider’s 
knees. Consider this afour-passenger machine. 
What’s more, the Tig can carrythe fewest cases 
of beer and the shortest length of pipe. 

This VW might have given the Toyota a 
stronger run for its money but for a pair of 
faults. First, its turbocharged inline-four is 
strangely noisy—the Tiguan was loudest at a 
70-mph cruise and at idle. Second, in straight- 
forward “D” mode, the automatic transmission 
proved dimwitted—agonizingly slow to kick 
down, agonizingly quick to grab fifth or sixth. 
The cure was to leave it permanently in sport 
mode, which responds smartly when it sees 
rapid throttle inputs. Or you can bang away at 


TOYOTA RAV4 


Serene, carlike, solid, 
zero to 60 in 6.4 seconds. 
A couple of cheap interior 
surfaces, pricey in Limited trim. 
Who will dethrone the 
two-time champ? Anybody? 
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the Tiptronic inits separate shift gate. But, hey, 
why not give us a DSG? 

“T like this thing,” said editor-in-chief 
Eddie Alterman, “but it always makes me ask, 
‘Wouldn’t a five-door GTI or a Jetta Sport- 
Wagen be more satisfying when we’re talking 
front-drivers?’” 


1. TOYOTA RAV4 


In 2008, a four-cylinder RAV4 defeated all of 
its closest competitors. Twenty-four months 
later, a six-cylinder RAV4 repeats the feat. By 
day two of our four-day drive, no one knew 
which vehicles would finish in second through 
eighth places. Yet everyone knew where the 
Toyota would finish. 

Despite its size, what the RAV4 does best is 
drive like a car, and nearly like a sports sedan, 
in fact. Its platform is shared with no other 
vehicle, so it’s not too surprising that every 
component feels custom-built and perfectly 
integrated, as if the engineers who designed 
the drivetrain talked to the engineers who 
tuned the chassis who talked to the engineers 
who dialed in the steering who talked to the 
engineers who calibrated the brakes. 

Fitted with the most-powerful-in-class 
V-6, the RAV4 is the quickest to 60 mph, is the 
fleetest through the quarter-mile, and offers 
the greatest top speed. Yet it is also the smooth- 
est of the bunch and—this is the incredible 
part—managed to tie the Honda’s little four- 
banger for best observed fuel economy despite 
having two more cylinders. 

And the kudos for this compact SUV didn’t 
stop there. The Toyota’s transmission was 
deemed the slickest, never drawing attention 
to itself. The chassis imposes disciplined body 
motions on the vehicle while simultaneously 
delivering arideas plushas the Mariner’s. The 
RAV4 tied the CR-V for greatest rear-seat com- 
fort. At idle, the V-6 proved so velvety that sev- 
eralofus tried to start an already running vehi- 
cle. And if you’re in the habit of carrying 
multiple cases of beer—who isn’t?-—the Toyo- 
ta’s cargo bay will swallow the most. 

Complaints were few. The headliner is 
cheesy, andthe plastic-clad A-pillars need to be 
covered in fabric. The black cargo tonneau 
cover is fiddly and appears to have been made 
from a Glad garbage bag. And the base of the 
shifter travels through a flimsy plastic sliding 
panel, when atraditional boot would have been 
friction-free and easier on the eyes. 

Otherwise, this Toyota is good-looking, 
reliable, well-built, and enjoyable—what most 
of us seekin a spouse. At the Tokyo motor show, 
Akio Toyoda said of his company’s cars, “We’ve 
got to make them fun.” He won’t have to work 
too hard on this one. = 
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VEHICLE  — 

DRIVERCOMFORT 10 8 8 7 8 6 6 6 i 
ERGONOMIcsS 10 8 8 8 8 6 i of af 
REAR-SEATCOMFORT 5 5 3 5 4 4 4 4 4 
REAR-SEATSPACE* 5 5 S 4 4 S S 3 S 
CARGOSPACE* 5 95 | 5 S 5 | | S 
TOWINGCAPACITY* 5 5 4 3 4 5 5 5 3 

FEATURES/AMENITIES* 10 9 i 8 8 10 v4 7 | 
FITANDFINISH 10 9 9 9 8 6 wi re 6 
INTERIORSTYLING 10 8 9 8 8 f 6 6 6 
EXTERIORSTYLING 10 8 8 6 if of if fe 5) 
REBATES/EXTRAS* 5 1 O O O O O O O 
AS-TESTEDPRICE* 20 16 18 17 16 IS 19 19 20 






POWERTRAIN ~~. 
1/4-MI ACCELERATION* 20 20 17 11 19 17 15 12 17 
FLEXIBILITY*Y 5 4 4 3 4 4 4 4 4 
FUELECONOMY* 10 10 10 10 i 8 i 6 8 
ENGINENVH 10 9 8 7 7 ri i t 6 
TRANSMISSION 10 8 ite ie 7 i 6 6 6 


PERFORMANCE* 20 16 18 19 18 18 14 14 11 
STEERINGFEEL 10 8 9 8 i 6 6 6 5) 
BRAKEFEEL 10 / 8 f- il if 6 6 6 
HANDLING 10 8 9 8 if f 6 6 5 
RIDE 10 9 8 8 if i 5) 5 8 








FUNTODRIVE 25 18 18 17 16 14 13 i) 11 











*These objective scores are calculated from the vehicles’ dimensions, capacities, rebates and extras, and/or test results. 


www.storemags.com & www.fantamag.com 
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Winter tires are alain ned for Surefooted travel in the worst Srot confor, - fF & 
What’s your vehicle wearing | 
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THE ULTIMATE TESTING GROUNDS FOR WINTER TIRES 

In January 2009, we traveled to Northern Sweden — during 

the height of the winter season — to experience winter A NATIONWIDE NETWORK OF OVER 
tires where reindeer, moose and dogsleds reign. | 5,000 RECOMMENDED INSTALLERS 
It's easy to find one near your home or 
office and your order can be shipped 
directly to an Installer location trom 
one of our six strategically located 
distribution centers. Because the best 
tires in the world can't help you if they're 
Watch the videos at ee not properly installed on your vehicle. 


But this area near the Arctic Circle is also home to a 
number of European automotive winter test facilities. So 
we took advantage of the consistent cold Ter Per Ures 
all of the snow and well- “prepared snow and ice surfaces 
to study this winter's newest tires 


Tire BuyIng since 1979" 





RESEARGH DELIVER INSTALL 


1-800-981-3782 AAW ATC iT 


©2009 Tire Rock 





Ask obout our Tire Road 
Hazard Service Program 








TIRE RACK 


tire models from 


18 


manufacturers 


=AVON 
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AnipGesTone 


| © Price (Vig WwW Low to H 


OP ‘erformance Lategory , 

— (ntinenial “ 

SC utree 

j (- Warranty Rat ng | - . ; = « ai all % c e2 a . ; p= . —t 
if Reviewer's Avg Rating : i | | | am 

| FILTER BY | 


tp MP VENEL TT BELL | shipping 
Price Up To: $240 \ quotes at WU: | 


(1) t Brand (27) 













Firestone 









. ER Bawacs Use our new tire search to find the tire that's right 






— ti J terkook(?) for you, your vehicle, and the weather you drive in. 

io | Moose io) Select ith interactive slid 

4 ee ti * SBIECt VOUr price range WIth Intéractive Siders ; S. 

T 4 Continental £3) @ Kurshe ih il GOODSYEAR 






* Choose brands, performance categories and more 
* Sort results by brand, price, speed rating and more 






Dick Cepek (0)  & Michelin (5) 
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J Pirelli tt) 

















a = miLiLisIr 

a ie Ssumitome (0) J iV A) > } l l 

in I Uniroyal (0) 

LC Ti) eee : ie , = = = = } r 

Bn) i coneral (1) Yokahams (0 Not Sure Which Tire is Right For You? @HAaANKOOK 
UR seeliwence Categary (09) 7 ¥ Our highly-trained sales specialists are 

eee tect All / Deselect All rs rt , 

i #3 available to answer your questions and KUMHO TIRES 









help find the right tire for you. As our 
OTTANGe SHaNinber (10) test drivers, they have hands-on experi- 
fC tax Performance Summer (8) | ial ence with many of our top products. 


 Uitra High Performance Summer (3) 








L High Performance Summer (0) 
ia rand Touring Summer (1) 

O Track & Competition DOT (4) i Wondering Where fo Get Them Installed? - 'S & SUMITOMO 
HAl'easonPasorg — er Your order can be shipped directly to rm = | 
Select All / Desalect All rut an installer location from one of our 6 am i ‘A SUNIROVAL 

MM Ultra High Performance All Season (1)  EAMMMMMBSACEEVCT [Thre VM OTere CLM ltS} Cae] TL Came nL lee ee , 


LJ High Performance All-Season (7) 








Bre formance All-Season (1 


= lis fan [urine 


Right Now at TIRERA CK: ; COM) 


Fr. ] _ 
' ary LP eee 
prs + | 

whe aaa o 


A helpful way to find the right 
lires by answering a few short Read the mew! series in our Tech 


| 


questions about how and 
where you drive. 


Center at www.tirerack.com/tiretech 


1 


7 rae 
Phy et ei Beh af 
hy eG Sed a Pe 

. 


@) Vehide Z| Tire Size © Driving Covvcditiers ¢€) Perhonnance Ox: ands 


Wow 
d6 Super E-spec 





Hours: EST M-F 8am-8pm SAT 9om-4pm 1-800-981-3782 www.firerack.com ©2009 Tire Rack 





—<———  Prowa’'S  —————— | 
pi: cial : MNotionwide 1 ond 2 doy 
fj oeeT z a ground service from our 
i > ipwiy Al « rf 6 warehouses, | 





SACRT MUSCLE — 


2010 Chevrolet Camaro 5S 
with 20" Sport Muscle Tach yf 









AMERICAN RACING PHANTOM SPORT MUSCLE CM5 SPORT MUSCLE men & | —— 
nachhined st Wick tect Seon fare ! ole 
3 of the styles available for the . —— 
2010 Chevrolet Camaro SS \ - 
at www.tirerack.com € _ 





0.2. ALLEGGERITA ALY § OZ. ULTRALEGGERA ALT 0.2. BOTTICELLI mach. black ASA 6T2 MODA EBI BREMMER KRAFT BRO4 
Tr 76 tr 7a Tf 78 T7768 17 
STARTING AT $2718, Ped tite STARTING AT S255ea. STARTING aT $T45e0. i : Site 0iGie 
— 
See Them a. 

_ On Your Car 

| Visit the Uparade ° 

Garage at s oe 

www.tirerack.com. 3 

@ == _| Experience one-click 
access to everything that fits your vehicle, and 
keep a wishlist of your favorites. = “adie va : 
What Ab IPMS? Won 2 0.2, ALLEGGERITA aad back MSW TYPE 20 , ASA ART bc . set old ELBRUS 106 
ier F j 7 pecial Order 17 Ta 75°76 T? 18 5 76 77 9 20 6 19 5 16 77 78 
at out Mi : - STARTING AT S244ea, STARTING aT SBS ea. SanNG AT $110ea. sania AT $130lea. STARTING AT $9Sea, 
If your vehicle came equipped with a direct tire — 
pressure monitoring system, we can assist you — | 
in selecting wheels that are compatible with its oe ¥ \ j | 
sensors. We also offer an extra set of sensors 1 bh SB i 
for all TPMS systems, so your tire and wheel iy i i f_\1 
package can atrive with sensors | oe 
ala: j a | 
already installed. . | J ry i 
Want More Info? (Nie COENKE! 
Call and talk to our highly a Sear 
trained experts. | ENKEI api EKMZ 
Suarivg ar $755ea. = he ar “$z2hen ay eae smanne aT $71 Bea. Somme at O4-226en 





eek & SUV Wheels Visit www. CUrerack, com to see an additional 94 tr ick and SUV wheel sie 





- 
SS 
e 
ATK STORM Tenor? DICK GEPEK D6-1 mech. bik GRANITE ALLOY GAS MAMEBA M4 MAMBA M5 ULTRA WHEEL GRINDER ZINIK Z9 SABINI 
16 17 18 20 15.76 17 18 20 15 16 17 17 78 20 15 16 17 18 17 78.20 18 20 22 
SiSaniNG a! ST65ea, Sante Al S41 Fea, STATING AT SOB ea. SHARING AT $7. 3Gea. STAnTIVG AT S12Gea, STATING AT ST TSea. STARTING AT ST49 ea, 





Hours: EST M-F 8am-8pm SAT9am-4pm  1-O00-981-3782 — ciccs\anly aopitolen «6h WWW. Tire ype ©2009 Tire Rack 













TAG Fea 
ROAD 


PROGRAM 





Blizzak DM-V1 


215/70 R-15 $90 
215/70 R-16 102 
P 235/75 R-16" 105 
245/70 R-16 112 
275/70 R-16 124 
P215/70 R-17 117 
225/65 R-17 107 
P235/75 R-17 115 
245/65 R-17 117 
P245/70 R-17 121 


Blizzak DM-Z3 


P235/75 R-17 $91 
235/55 R-18 119 


Blizzak LM-18 


145/65 R-15 $49 
175/55 R-15 64 


Blizzak LM-25 
195/55 R-15 $77 
225/50 R-18 162 
255/35 R- 18% 226 
255/45 R-18 150 
225/40 R-19 159 
225/40 R-19* 169 


255/60 R-17 $175 
275/55 R-17 189 
235/60 R-18 147 
255/55 R- 18" 169 


Blizzak LM-60 
215/45 R-17 $144 
225/45 R-17 150 
235/45 R-17*: 160 
235/50 R-17 168 
215/45 R-18% 177 
225/40 R- 18% 172 
225/45 R-18* 184 

P 225/60 R-18 182 
235/45 R-18 188 
245/40 R- 18% 199 
245/45 R-18 199 
255/40 R- 18% 210 


Blizzak WS60 
175/65 R-14* $75 
185/60 R-14 74 
185/65 R-14 77 
185/70 R-14. 73 
195/60 R-14 77 
175/65 R-15 73 
195/55 R-15 90 
195/60 R-15 81 
195/65 R-15 82 
205/60 R-15 85 
205/70 R-15 82 


Blizzak LM-50 
RFT (Runflat) 
225/60 R-17 $123 


Blizzak W965 


215/85 R-16'$136 
245/75 R-16® 145 





Graspic DS-3 
175/70 R-13 $57 
175/70 R-14 65 
185/60 R-14 65 


185/65 R-14 68 
185/70 R-14 64 
195/70 R-14 66 
185/60 R-15 70 
185/65 R-15 68 
195/55 R-15 81 
195/60 R-15 72 
195/65 R-15 73 


235/55 R-17 $175 

























195/65 R-15 $96 

205/65 R-15 90 
205/55 R-16 98 
205/55 R-16 108 
215/55 R-16 119 
215/65 R-16 116 
225/55 R-16 124 
235/60 R-16 121 
205/50 R-17 136 
215/55 R-17" 149 
225/45 R-17 147 


225/60 R-15 $112 
205/45 R-16 124 
215/60 R-16 105 
225/50 R-16 129 
225/60 R-16 116 


(RunOnFlat) 
255/55 R-18 $298 
Grandtrek SJ6 


30X9.5 R-15° $99 
205/70 R-16 91 


Hours: EST M-F 8am-8pm SAT 9am-4pm 


SP Winter Sport 


Grandtrek WT M3 


Ask about our Tire Road 
Hazard Service Program 


Winter 
Tires 


ASIBGESTONE 


245/75 R-17 $120 
P255/65 R-17 124 
P255/70 R-17 125 

265/65 R-17 133 
P285/70 R-17 143 

235/55 R-18 130 
P255/65 R-18 149 
P255/70 R-18 128 

265/60 R-18 149 

265/65 R-18 153 


275/60 R-18 $125 
265/45 R-21 287 


245/45 R-19 $214 
275/35 R-19 188 
265/35 R-19 128 


RFT (Runflat) 


205/55 R-16 $139 
225/45 R-17" 189 


Blizzak LM-25 4X4 . 


285/45 R-19 $209 
275/45 R- 20" 189 


RFT (Runflat) 


235/55 R- 18 $268 


255/45 R-18 $205 
265/35 R- 18" 234 
275/35 R-18 234 
225/40 R-19 215 
225/45 R-19 205 
235/35 R-19" 243 
245/45 R-19 223 
255/35 R- 19% 264 
259/40 R-19% 252 
255/50 R- 19" 228 
265/35 R-19 265 
275/35 R-19 276 


NS 
ow 





215/60 R-15 $87 
215/65 R-15 88 
215/70 R-15 85 
195/60 R-16 85 
205/55 R-16 107 
205/60 R-16 90 
205/65 R-16 92 
215/65 R-16 94 
225/50 R-16 119 
235/60 R-16 106 
235/65 R-16 105 


_ Blizzak MZ-03 


165/65 R-14 $70 


265/75 R- 165 $151 


1T235/80 R-17® 157 


>> DUN LO 


i 


205/60 R-15 $75 
205/65 R-15 77 
205/70 R-15 73 
215/65 R-15 79 
215/70 R-15 76 
205/55 R-16 96 
205/65 R-16 83 
215/55 R-16 98 
215/60 R-16" 86 
215/65 R-16 84 
225/55 R-16 102 

































































P 265/70 R-18 $136 
275/60 R-18 155 
285/60 R-18 162 

P255/60 R-19 162 

P245/60 R-20 163 

P245/50 R-20 161 

P265/50 R-20 163 
275/45 R-20" 186 

P275/60 R-20 176 


Blizzak LM-22 


215/45 R-18 $149 
235/45 R-18 177 


245/50 R-17 $211 
245/45 R-18 247 
P245/50 R-20 241 
255/40 R-20 358 
285/35 R-20 394 


255/55 R-18 $187 
255/50 R-19 339 


245/40 R-20 $272 
245/45 R-20 260 
P245/50 R-20 247 
255/35 R-20" 293 
255/45 R-20 269 
RFT (Runflat) 
195/55 R-16 $138 
205/45 R-17 158 
225/40 R-18 211 
255/55 R-18 254 


205/50 R-17 He 
215/45 R-17 

215/60 R-17 106 
215/60 R-17 107 
P215/65 R-17 101 
225/45 R-17 137 
235/45 R-17 152 
235/60 R-17 112 
235/40 R-18 162 


Blizzak MZ-03 


__._ RFT (Runflat) 


245/40 R- 18 $207 


245/70 R-17°$157 
LT265/70 R-17* 168 


225/60 R-16 $90 
215/45 R-17" 114 
215/50 R-17 121 
215/55 R-17 103 
215/60 R-17 96 
225/45 R-17 123 
225/55 R-17 107 
235/45 R-17 136 
225/50 R-18 179 
225/55 R-18 173 








SP Winter Sport 3D 


225/45 R-17°$149 
225/55 R-17 152 
235/45 R-17" 157 
235/65 R-17" 141 
245/40 R-17" 181 
245/45 R-17 166 
255/45 R-17 195 
225/40 R-18 179 
235/40 R-18 199 
235/40 R-18* 203 
235/50 R-18 231 


SP Winter Sport M3 


215/45 R-17 $137 
215/50 R-17 140 
235/45 R-18 206 
245/45 R-18* 224 
245/50 R-18 197 


235/60 R-18%$175 
245/40 R-18% 219 
255/40 R-18 233 
255/45 R-18 240 
265/35 R-18*' 256 
285/35 R-18% 277 
ROF (RunOnFlat 
195/55 R-16 $118 
245/50 R-18 299 
245/45 R-19 275 


ROF (RunOnFlat 
205/55 R-16 $138 
225/50 R-17 205 


Grandtrek WT M3 


255/50 R-19°$203 


Grandtrek SJ5 
275/60 R-18 $171 
P 265/50 R-20 112 


BRIDGESTONE 
BLIZZAK DM-V14 


FIRESTONE 


1-800-981-3782 


‘BRIDGESTONE 
BLIZZAK LM-60 


GENERAL 


WINTERFORCE ALTIMAX 


ARCTIC 


Scorpion Ice & Snow _ _—- 


235/60 R-18 $161 
245/55 R-18 169 
235/65 R- 18 168 
250/55 R-18 175 
255/60 R- 18 176 
245/50 R- 19% 189 
255/50 R- 19217 
259/55 R-19 195 
265/55 R-19 235 
275/45 R-19% 212 
285/45 R-19 223 


215/65 R-16 $96 
215/70 R-16 97 
225/70 R-16 110 
235/70 R-16 107 
245/70 R-16 112 
235/60 R-17" 143 
235/65 R-17 131 
235/65 R-17" 155 
245/65 R-17* 152 
255/60 R-17 147 
265/65 R-17 164 
275/55 R-17 173 245/45 R-20 235 
235/55 R-18 146 255/45 R-20 243 


Winter 190 Snowcontrol 
165/65 R-13 $52 145/65 R-15 $77 
175/65 R-15 61 155/60 R-15 73 


Winter 190 Snowcontrol Serie II 


185/60 R-15" $66 195/60 R-15 $75 
185/65 R-15 70 195/65 R-15 67 


Winter 190 SnowSport 
185/55 R- 15% $92 


Winter 240 SnowSport 
205/45 R-17 $165 235/40 R-18 $210 
255/40 R-17 237 235/40 R-18"°216 
225/40 R-18 214 265/35 R-18 274 


Winter 210 Sottozero 
225/55 R-16 $147 225/55 R-18 $177 
215/60 R-17 178 225/60 R-18 159 
235/55 R-17 171 


Winter 240 Sottozero 
225/55 R-17 $201 245/40 R-18 $239 
235/45 R-17 199 245/45 R-18 255 
215/45 R-18* 204 255/35 R-18 229 
225/45 R-18* 216 285/40 R-18 350 
235/40 R-18"' 232 295/35 R-18 322 
235/45 R-18% 244 255/40 R- 19% 333 
235/50 R-18% 255 285/35 R-19 381 


Winter 210 Sottozero Serie Il 
215/45 R-17 $175 215/55 R-17 $193 


Winter 240 Sottozero Serie Il 


225/45 R-17°$201 295/35 R-18 $336 
235/40 R-18 241 235/35 R-19 285 
245/50 R-18 270 295/30 R-19 355 
259/40 R-18 269 255/40 R-20" 425 
265/40 R-18 285 285/35 R-20 471 
275/45 R-18 355 


Winter 270 Sottozero Serie Il 
235/45 R-20°$375 RFT (Runflat) 
245/35 R-20 456 245/40 R-20 $480 
275/35 R-20 489 275/35 R-20 583 


Winter Carving (studdable) 


185/65 R-14 $78 195/55 R-15 $100 
185/70 R-14 80 195/60 R-15 91 


Winter Carving Edge A 
175/65 R-14 $79 205/60 R-15 $92 
185/60 R-14 82 205/65 R-15 106 
185/65 R-15 86 205/55 R-16 119 
195/65 R-15 85 205/60 R-16* 118 


AItiMAX Arctic (studdable) 


175/70 R-13 $45 225/70 R-15 $71 
175/65 R-14 56 205/60 R-16 70 
185/65 R-14 60 215/55 R-16 80 
185/65 R-15 61 225/55 R-16 94 
195/55 R-15 = 75 235/60 R-16 93 
205/60 R-15 65 239/75 R-16 97 
205/65 R-15 67 1T235/85 R-16® 127 
205/70 R-15 61 259/70 R-16 105 
215/60 R-15 72 265/70 R-16 109 
215/65 R-15 71 265/75 R-16 104 


GOODFYEAR 


Ultra Grip SUV 
265/70 R-16 $108 255/65 R-17 $114 
235/55 R-17 150 265/65 R-17 121 


Eagle Ultra Grip GW2 | 
P.225/60 R-16 $136 


Eagle Ultra Grip GW3 
195/55 R-15 $101 205/50 R-16 $116 
205/60 R-15 93 P 225/60 R-18 145 


Eagle Ultra Grip GW3 EMT (Runflat) 


225/50 R-16 $145 245/45 R-17°$205 


Ultra Grip Performance 
215/50 R-17 $140 





~ BRIDGESTONE 


BLIZZAK WS60 





MICHELIN 


PILOT ALPIN PAS 


255/50 R-20 $267 


265/45 R-20" 247 
275/40 R-20"265 
275/45 R-20* 282 
275/50 R-20 281 
295/40 R-20" 285 
295/35 R-21 298 
P275/45 R-22% 344 
RFT (Runflat) 
255/55 R-18 $203 
255/50 R- 19 252 





205/55 R-16 $113 


265/40 R-18 $267 
RFT (Runflat) 
205/45 R-17 $179 


RFT (Runflat) 
205/50 R-17 $181 
225/45 R-17 212 
225/50 R-17 202 


285/40 R-19 $361 
265/35 R-20 432 
RFT (Runflat) 
245/45 R-17 $222 
245/40 R-18* 268 
255/35 R-18" 326 


245/45 R-17 $240 


RFT (Runflat) 
215/40 R-18 $246 
245/35 R-18* 332 


225/45 R-17 $167 
225/55 R-17 177 


215/60 R-16°$127 


215/65 R-16 112 
225/55 R- 16" 147 
235/65 R-17 169 


LT265/75 R-16'$133 
215/50 R-17 106 
215/55 R-17 100 
215/60 R-17 99 
230/55 R-17 116 
265/65 R-17_ 128 

(1265/70 R-17& 154 

(1285/70 R-17° 172 


255/55 R-19 $212 


Ultra Grip 
205/70 R-15 $69 


Pricing Effective January 1-31, 2010 
Prices Subject to Change 





CONTINENTAL 
EXTREMEWINTER 
CONTACT 


“MICHELIN 









af ae 
DUNLOP 
GRASPIC DS-3 


 PIRELLI 


X-Ice Xi2 SCORPION ICE 
& SNOW 


Latitude Alpin HP 


235/55 R-17 $180 
235/65 R-17 193 


Latitude Alpin 
HP ZP RFT 
255/55 R-18 $215 


Latitude X-Ice 


P 235/75 R-15°$113 
265/70 R-15 119 
259/65 R-16 140 


Pilot Alpin PA2 


205/50 R-17 $155 
235/40 R-18 187 
245/45 R-18 220 


Pilot Alpin PAS 
205/55 R-16 $125 
205/50 R-17 164 
215/55 R-17" 166 
225/45 R-17" 175 


Primacy Alpin PAS 


235/50 R-18 $189 
259/55 R- 18" 227 


255/70 R- 16 $133 
265/70 R-16 129 
275/70 R-16 142 


255/40 R- 18 $228 
265/40 R-18 182 
265/40 R-18 252 


225/55 R-17 $177 
235/45 R-17"' 197 
235/55 R-17" 179 
225/40 R-18 201 


195/60 R-15 $104 205/60 R-16 $99 

195/65 R-15 100 215/55 R-16 129 

205/65 R-15 107 215/65 R-16 125 

205/50 R-16 137 225/50 R-16 141 

205/55 R-16 122 225/55 R-16 138 
X-Ice Xi2 


175/65 R-14 $73 
185/60 R-14 83 
185/70 R-14. 76 
185/55 R-15 96 
185/60 R-15 87 
185/65 R-15 88 
195/55 R-15 89 
195/60 R-15 84 
205/60 R-15 87 
205/70 R-15 88 
215/65 R-15 101 


215/70 R-15 $89 
195/55 R-16" 114 
205/50 R-16 125 
205/55 R-16 112 
205/60 R-16 105 
215/55 R- 16" 129 
225/60 R-16 114 
235/60 R-16 119 
205/50 R- 17" 118 
215/45 R-17 138 
215/50 R-17 120 


Winterforce (studdable) 


P155/80 R-13 $36 195/70 R-14 $53 
175/70 R-13 44 P195/75 R-14 49 
175/65 R-14 55 205/70 R-14 51 
185/60 R-14 57 P205/75 R-14 51 

P185/75 R-14 49 185/65 R-15 60 


Winterforce UV (studdable) 
P225/70 R-16 $68 P235/65 R-16 $82 


ExtremeWinterContact 
175/70 R-13 $55 215/55 R-16 $103 
175/65 R-14 64 215/60 R-16 92 
185/65 R-14"" 69 215/65 R-16*" 92 
185/70 R-14 63 225/55 R- 16% 110 
185/60 R-15*" 72 225/60 R-16 96 
185/65 R-15"" 71 225/70 R-16 98 
195/55 R-15*"" 87 1T225/75 R-16& 143 
195/60 R-15*" 71 235/60 R-16 105 
195/65 R-15*"" 71 235/75 R-16 111 
205/60 R-15 73 1T235/85 R-16& 142 
205/65 R-15 77 245/75 R-16 109 
205/70 R-15 73 255/70 R-16 123 
215/60 R-15 85 265/70 R-16 125 
215/65 R-15 81 265/75 R-16 119 
215/70 R-15 78 1T265/75 R-16& 151 
205/60 R-16% 83 205/50 R-17% 114 


ContiWinterContact TS800 
155/60 R-15 $76 175/55 R-15 $100 


ContiWinterContact TS810 . 
225/45 R-17 $158 225/45 R-17 $186 


ContiWinterContact TS810 S 
205/55 R-17 $177 245/40 R-18 $243 
235/50 R- 17% 202 245/45 R- 18% 235 


ContiCrossContact Winter 
215/65 R-16 $115 


4x4 WinterContact 
215/60 R-17 $164 


Vanco Winter 
205/65 R-15°$110 
LT205/65 R-16° 135 


1T215/65 R-16°$137 


Full pattern studding 


Sl ew Bille [WE 
= 8 Later 


















ST 
UNIO 





DUNLOP 
SP WINTER 
SPORT 3D 





~ PIRELLI 


WINTER 210/240 


SOTTOZERO 





255/50 R- 19 $267 
265/55 R-19 268 


Latitude Alpin 


245/70 R-16 $124 
265/65 R-17 149 


215/65 R-17 $108 
245/70 R-17 135 
259/70 R-17 136 


295/35 R-18 $300 
335/40 R-18 216 


235/40 R-18°$206 
245/45 R- 18" 218 
259/45 R-19 212 
285/40 R-19 276 


205/45 R-17 $153 
215/45 R-17 152 
225/45 R-17 160 
225/45 R-17 163 


215/60 R-17 $105 
215/65 R-17 114 
225/45 R-17" 149 
225/55 R- 17" 138 
225/60 R-17 130 
235/55 R- 17" 149 
215/45 R-18 146 
225/60 R-18 148 
245/45 R-19 186 


205/70 R-15 $55 
215/55 R-16 79 
225/50 R-17 109 


215/45 R-17 $127 
215/50 R-17 124 
215/55 R-17" 121 
215/60 R-17 114 
225/45 R-17* 130 
235/45 R-17 138 
238/55 R-17" 132 
235/65 R- 17" 127 
(1235/80 R-17® 171 
245/70 R-17_ 128 
L1245/70 R-17® 165 
265/65 R-17 143 
265/70 R-17 129 
(1285/70 R-17° 194 


265/40 R-18 $221 


Vanco 
WinterContact 


205/65 R-15 $98 


Available for $15 per tire on tires marked studdable. 


www.ftirerack.com 
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R oO AD Ask about our Tire Road 
Lata hike Hazard Service Program 





Tire Rack’s Winter Tire & Wheel Packages 
make changing to winter tires easy and efficient. 


With winter tires mounted on their own wheels, you can install a seasonal 
package yourself. When the weather changes, you’re ready. When the seasons 
change again, your summer package goes back on just as efficiently. 


Benefits of Buying a Package 

e High quality, vehicle-specific, 
exact fitments 

e Package arrives ready to bolt on 
your vehicle 

e Switch seasonal packages at 
your convenience 


Sample Tire & Wheel Packages 








"10 Honda Civic Sedan LX 
16x6.5 New Steel Wheels w/Covers 
205/55-16 General AItiMAX Arctic 
Total Package Price: $564 

Optional Set of TPMS Sensors: $144 


Ai 


Ps 








Visit Hrerack.com/snow 


Why Should You Consider a 





"10 Volvo S40 T5 

R-Design FWD 

16x6.5 MSW Type 15 

205/55-16 Dunlop SP Winter Sport 3D 
Total Package Price: $768 

Optional Set of TPMS Sensors: $236 
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and select your vehicle. Pick our Preferred 
Package or choose a tire size for your Winter Tire & Wheel 

Package from the options shown under “Build Your Own Package.” 
Pick a tire, then choose a wheel to complete the package. 


Nationwide 1 and 2 day § 
ground service from our 
6 warehouses. 


TIRE RACK 


Selelaa 


Package Includes 

e 4 tires and 4 wheels, mounted 
and balanced 

e Free scratchless mounting 

e Free Hunter Road Force™ 
balancing 

e All necessary hardware at no 
extra cost! 





"10 Chevrolet Camaro SS 
18x8 moda EB1 

245/55-18 Pirelli Scorpion Ice & Snow 
Total Package Price: $1,216 
Optional Set of TPMS Sensors: $248 


*10 Ford Taurus SE 

17x7.5 Sport Edition A7 

235/60-17 Bridgestone Blizzak WS60 
Total Package Price: $908 

Optional Set of TPMS Sensors: $288 





"10 GMC Sierra 1500 
2WD Extended Cab 
17x8 Sport Edition TK1 
245/70-17 Continental ExtremeWinterContact 
Total Package Price: $1,068 
Optional Set of TPMS Sensors: $136 


°O9 Subaru Forester 

2.5 XT Limited 

16x7 Sport Edition F10 

205/65-16 Bridgestone Blizzak WS60 
Total Package Price: $752 

Optional Set of TPMS Sensors: $128 





What About TPMS? 


If your vehicle came equipped 
with a direct tire pressure 
monitoring system, we can 
recommend wheels that are 
compatible with its sensors. 
An extra set of sensors Is 

also available for most 
systems, and can arrive 
pre-installed on your package! 











Hours: EST M-F 8am-8pm SAT 9am-4pm 





1-800-981-3782 


Pricing Effective January 1-31, 2010 
Prices Subject to Change 


www.ftirerack.com 
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LONG-TERM TEST y Oa . ye . — ‘ 


RANTS AND RAVES 


This is the finest echaeenaels 
market, period. 









The slow-speed launch can 
really suck. One auto-shop 
teacher peed " 

very gingerly and got the 
Mata aa sf hitch likea 
16-year-old learning to 
drive a manual. 











The interior held up well, but the 
side of the driver's seat got scuffed 
up. Rear-seat space was decent. 





4 i as 
[I’ve long said that the Ferrari Sia a 
F430 is my favorite car, but <i 
after 13 days in the M3, I’m Qi) Aiea | 
not sure the Ferrari is any daa 
better at delivering driving >. 
thrills—even without any 


“for the price” caveats. 
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Spot the missing iDrive knob... 








My only complaint about handsomely darkinterior.A bonusisthatregu- BMWsuggeststhat drivers never use full throt- 
this car is that I don’t own it. lar service doesn’tcostacent,thankstoBMW’s _ tle and refrain from revving higher than 5500 
full-maintenance program, whichlastsforfour rpm. Once past this period, our crew was ful- 
years or 50,000 miles. (The gas bill, however, someinits praise for the BMW’s everyday driv- 
wasn’t cause to rejoice, given this BMW’s _ ability—although it pays to keep the variable 









sWalexelerleelvicesl 17-mpg thirst.) shocks on their softest setting on poor pave- 
transmission short-shifts at When it came to ordering the car,we went ment.Weevennoted relatively fewiDrive com- 
the slightest albnimeye with the so-called M double-clutch transmis- _ plaints, at least until the knob that controls it 
wheelspin jae-}bie@)aareiucennelerelen sion (M DCT),a$2700 optionthatreplacesthe became loose at37,000 miles. (It was replaced 
Very annoying. yanerel up standard six-speed manual withaseven-speed under warranty, without charge.) BMW has 
driving ihaontclaver-lpnetere(creiil dual-clutch unit, BMW’s first.Wewereeagerto sincechangedthe iDrive interface, andthe new 







faale time, 10) why not save try this setup because dual-clutch transmis- _ setupisfar easier to operate. Those who plugged 

money and get the manual? sions promise the smoothness ofanautomatic iPodsintothe M3 were satisfied with the inter- 
when the driver can’t be bothered to change face between tunes and car. 

gears, aswell as superfast paddle shifts in man- We always plan for snow in the winter, so at 

ual mode. In the previous M3 (E46), BMW __ 19,903 miles, we installeda set of Pirelli Winter 

Very eaqelere ayy sometimes in offeredasingle-clutch, automatedmanualgear- 240 Sottozero tires on the base 18-inch rims. 














responses to fdalenaalaelaalon boxthat was notable foritsharshnessinmanual Werackedup1o,500 miles on these tires, dur- 
And that’s about the only mode and its clunkiness as an automatic. ing which the M3 proved quite adept at getting 
ne gative noha atks great, Other options included the $750 Cold- around despite all the white stuff that fell in 
fon ore Ore) Weather package,agodsendin Michiganwin- Michigan last winter and spring. The car also 








ters; the $3250 Technology packagethatdumps _ rode better on the 18s, although most drivers 
navigation in with electronic adaptive damp- _ felt the decrease inride quality with the 19-inch 
ers; 19-inch wheels and tires ($1200);andthe wheels was worth it for the improved looks. 













The M3 didn’t work very $1900 Premium package that bundles power The service history was fairly uncompli- 
well in deep snow—and the folding mirrors and Bluetoothinterfacealong cated,and withthe free regular maintenance, 
winter tires did little to help. with upgraded leather interior trimthathasa the only out-of-pocket cost for 40,000 miles 
But in snow less deep, the distinctive carbon-fiber look. was $1450 for new tires. Based on our experi- 
M3 tracked beautifully and Whowouldn’treactfavorablytoaperform- ence, the stock Michelin Pilot Sport PS2s 
worked remarkably well. ance car so well rounded? Here’s who: some should last roughly 25,000 miles for the rears 


whiners on staff anxious to get past the1200- and35,000 forthe fronts. As for service, after 
mile engine-break-in period, during which aninitial1200-mile stopto replace the engine 


DETAILS BY MARC URBANO; A4 BY CHARLIE MAGEE 
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oil and the transmission and differential flu- 
ids, the BMW’s onboard computer determines 
the service schedule. It prompted us at 16,210 
(engine-oil change), 27,769 (various inspec- 
tions), and 29,248 miles (engine-oil change). 

Due to an oversight, the M3 arrived at our 
offices without satellite radio installed, so we 
decided to add Sirius pay-radio service in the 
car at 13,264 miles—the unwed among us were 
suffering Howard Stern deprivation—which 
cost $245 for wiring and programming. 

At the 27,769-mile service stop, the M DCT 


- 


= 


Ee 


transmission was reprogrammed as part of a 
service bulletin that resulted from the “sudden 
loss of engine power when decelerating to a 
complete stop with light brake application.” M3 
forums describe the sensation as being akin to 
the car stalling due to the transmission holding 
a higher gear than appropriate. In any event, 
this mechanical foul-up never bit us. 

Over the M3’s long stay, several drivers 
banged up the perilously low frontal under- 
body against curbs, inclined driveways, and 
irritating parking-lot barriers, to the point that 





we had to replace the engine splash shield and 
other underbody parts at a cost of $501. Other 
than this, the car’s exterior (and interior) held 
up extremely well over its 17 months with us. 
The only significant complaints involved 
the dual-clutch transmission. In automatic 
mode, it works remarkably well, and it was hard 
not to be awed bythe speed of the shifts and its 
smoothness of operation. Indeed, technical 
director Dave VanderWerp observed that it 
“upshifts so smoothly under part throttle that 
it’s easier to detect a shift from the change of 


C/D FLEET FILES 


2009 Acura TSX 


20,315 miles .26 observed mpg 


The TSX is just over halfway through its tenure with us, and one logbook entry begs the 
question, “Why did the Honda Accord have to get so much bigger when the TSX seems like the 
perfect size?” Thousand-mile trips are not uncomfortable for the hefty or the lanky. The manual 
shifter is one of the best around in terms of feel, but some think the automatic is a better match 
for this light-on-torque engine. The fuel economy is somewhat disappointing considering a BMW 
328i will match it, with more power and a more appealing rear-wheel-drive layout. 


2009 Audi A4 8739 miles . 25 observed mpg 
The A4, that original emblem of Audi's turnaround, hit our fleet at the end of July, and it didn't 
take us long to figure out that this car is a vast improvement over its predecessor. It’s larger 
inside but drives more tidily, achieving the combination of chassis stability and control we take 
for granted in its main rival, the BMW 3-series. John Phillips opined, “It feels every inch as light 
and agile as the BMW, yet more luxurious inside and warmer throughout. Also, the 2.0T may be 
the best high-performance, small-displacement engine in the world.” Consider the gap narrowed. 
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LONG-TERM TEST 


the exhaust note than it is to feel it. Too 
bad,” he went on, “that the lazy throttle tip- 
in from standstill is so off-putting.” 

And near the end, the dual-clutch trans- 
mission was making clunks and groans. 
Assistant tech editor K.C. Colwell was ada- 
mant that the transmission had loosened 
up considerably. Twice while the M3 was 
parked facing downhill, the transmission 
slipped markedly when the driver was try- 
ing to back up. If the clutches need to be 
replaced, our local dealer quoted us $3296 
for the job! So far, none of the M3 forums 
has reported any issues with M DCT, save 
for the service bulletin already mentioned. 
Indeed, most owners seem besotted with 
the dual-clutch gearbox. 

Most of the sentimental drivers on staff 
would have preferred a manual transmis- 
sion in the M3, although the automatic 
function of the M DCT is good for mindless 
commuting. All around, this M3 was a far 
better experience than our long-term E46 
M3 [March 2003]. Not only is the M3 dra- 
matically improved in acceleration, brak- 
ing, and skidpad grip, but it was utterly 
dependable. That 2001 M3 burned through 
14 quarts of oil and used to sputter, stum- 
ble, and often stall on cold winter morn- 
ings. This M3 needed just two remedial 
quarts, the first of which wasn’t added until 
25,000 miles, and the car held 
a steady idle on even the bit- 
terest cold starts. Based on 
our experience, the current M3 
is the world’s all-around best 
car for the money, although 
several staffers would have 
preferred to trade some of the 
coupe’s looks for the added 
practicality of the sedan. 
Choices, choices. = 













TRACK TIRES 
Here are two truths about self- 
respecting M3 coupe owners: They 
would not even consider the 
optional sunroof that eliminates 
the distinctive carbon-fiber roof, 
and it's likely they will end up 
driving their cars at a racetrack. 
That second sure thing happened 
to us aS pseudo-owners, and after 
a handful of laps we'd obliterated 
the tread on the stock Michelin 
Pilot Sport PS2 tires. They simply 
can't cope with the amount of heat 
generated by this 3600-pound 
thrill machine at its flaming limits. 
So we went looking for stickier, 
street-legal track tires-commonly 
referred to as R compound”—but 
finding them in either the M3's 








gm) 2008 BMW M3 


VEHICLE TYPE > front-engine, rear-wheel-drive, 
4-passenger, 2-door coupe 






ENGINE TYPE > DOHC 32-valve V-8, 

aluminum block and heads, port fuel injection 
DISPLACEMENT > 244 cu in, 3999cc 

POWER (SAE NET) > 414 bhp @ 8300 rpm 

TORQUE (SAE NET) > 295 Ib-ft @ 3900 rpm 
TRANSMISSION > ?-speed dual-clutch automated manual 
DIMENSIONS: WHEELBASE > 108.7 in LENGTH > 181.8 in 
WIDTH > 71.0 in HEIGHT > 55.8 in CURB WEIGHT > 3630 Ib 


PERFORMANCE W\NEW/ 


40,000 





ZEROTO100MPH> 99sec 10.0 sec 
ZERO TO 150 MPH > 26.0 sec 26.1 sec 
STREET START, 

5-60 MPH > 4.9 sec 5.0 sec 


STANDING1/4-MILE> 12.7sec@l3mph 12.7sec@l3mph 
BRAKING, 70-O MPH> 147 ft isemt 
ROADHOLDING, 

300-FT-DIA SKIDPAD > 0.96g 
TOP SPEED 

(GOVERNOR LIMITED) > 161 mph 161 mph 

EPA FUEL ECONOMY, CITY/HIGHWAY DRIVING > 14/20 mpg 


0.97 g 






UNSCHEDULED OIL ADDITIONS > 2 qt 


WARRANTY 

4 years/50,000 miles bumper to bumper, 

4 years/50,000 miles scheduled maintenance, 
12 years/unlimited miles corrosion protection, 
4 years/unlimited miles roadside assistance 


OPERATING COSTS (FOR 40,000 MILES) 
SERVICE (4 SCHEDULED, 0 UNSCHEDULED) > $O 
NORMAL WEAR > $1450 REPAIR > SO 
GASOLINE (@ $2.91 PER GALLON) > $6847 


DAMAGE AND DESTRUCTION 
FRONT SPLASH SHIELD/UNDERTRAY > $501 


LIFE EXPECTANCIES 

(ESTIMATED FROM 40,000-MILE TEST) 
TIRES > F: 35,000 miles R: 25,000 miles 
BRAKE PADS > F: 75,000 miles R: 85,000 miles 


WHAT BITS AND PIECES COST 
HEADLAMP > $1097 ENGINE AIR ae > $37 
OIL FILTER > $15 WIPER BLADES > S41 

WHEEL > F: $797 R: $852 TIRE > F: $348 R: $377 
FRONT BRAKE PADS > $200 


MODEL-YEAR CHANGES 
2009 > none 
2010 > automatic high-beams available, HD radio standard 


standard 18-inch size or the optional 19-inch dimension was difficult. However, Michelin has 
one, a BMW-specific version of its Pilot Sport Cup tires, in only the 19-inch size. In fact, these 
tires originated with the Euro-only, lightweight CSL edition of the previous-generation M3. 
Available only as a replacement tire, this “Sport Cup +” version (fronts, $353 each; rears, 
$416) features additional grooving in the tread, which compromises stiffness to be friendlier 
in the rain (which it is) compared with an off-the-shelf Sport Cup. And these tires are also 
able to withstand higher temperatures than the stock PS2s. Unfortunately, skidpad results 
were no better with the Sport Cups (0.96 g), and braking (156 feet) was a bit worse. 
We returned to the 1.9-mile GingerMan Raceway in South Haven, Michigan, where we'd 
chewed up our stock tires, with much improved results. 
Although it didn't feel like there was a whole lot more stick in 
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the corners (our best time was a 1:38.1), more important, lap 
times remained consistent. But after almost 1000 street 
miles and a couple of dozen hard laps at GingerMan, the 
fronts (see photo) had 2/32nds of an inch of tread left. The 
rears fared better, only burning through half (3/32-inch) of 
their tread. Even though the BMW-specific Sport Cups didn't 
outgrip the PS2s, having a tire that’s consistent and lasts 
significantly longer during abusive lapping is indeed a boon 
for the track-rat M3 owner. —Dave VanderWerp 
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THINGS\THAT/MAKE)YOUIGO) 





New tin toys have just arrived at our store! 


Check out these great additions: 










AMERICAN POSTAL COLLECTION 
COMMEMORATIVE TIN TOY/ 
SPECIAL DELIVERY MOTORCYCLE 
Special Delivery service was introduced on 
March 3, 1885, to provide expedited U.S. 

mail delivery. On July 12, 1922, a motorcycle 
replaced the bicycle previously featured on 
Special Delivery stamps. The stamp featured on 
this attractive authentic collectible tin box 


is from 1944. %; 1 599 


Plus Shipping & Handling 
Code CDUSPS 


—_ 
ae 
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POLICE CAR 





JET RACE CAR 

Friction Motor. Piston 
Pounding Engine Sound. 

Big Rubber Tires. Adjustable 
Driver's Head. $ q qo9 


Plus Shipping & Handling 
Code CDIRCR 


$4 299 


Plus Shipping & Handling 
Code CDTPDP 





"$4999 


Plus Shipping & Handling 
Code CDTPDF 


TAXI CAB 
$ 1 999 


Plus Shipping & Handling #3 = 
Code CDTPDC “Qu 





$2600 
GET ALL 3 FOR " °32) 


Code CDTPDS 


CAR=DRIVER i To order call 800.914.5656 - Visit: shop.caranddriver.com 
St 


SPECIAL! 
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drivelines 


© GTI steering, GTI agility, GTI seats, TDI thrift, gen-six fit and finish. 
© Tepid TDI acceleration, ambitious TDI price premium. 





SHORT TAKE 
ens hen you hear the words “Volkswagen” and 
“icon” in the same sentence, youre likely to 
entertain images of the beloved Beetle. 

Wrong icon. The Beetle, nearly 22 million 
of them, eclipsed the Ford Model T as his- 
tory’s bestselling car, but the Golf puts the 
Bug on the trailer. Almost 27 million Golfs have been sold since 1974, 
according to VW. And here’s generation six, in showrooms now. 

We hear you saying something like, “Looks pretty familiar.” The 
front end has been freshened; ditto the rear, which sports an enlarged 
hatch. But it takes a dedicated Golf watcher—or owner—to spot these 
distinctions. Dimensions are very close to those of the gen-five car—a 
smidge less front overhang, an inch more width, a slight increase in front 
track, unchanged height. 
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However, there’s something new under the hood, or at least new to the gen-six U.S. Golf: 
VW’s 2.0-liter, direct-injection turbo-diesel (TDI) four. (The standard engine is still the ho- 
hum 170-hp inline-five.) The Golf TDI, which produces 140 horses and 236 pound-feet of 
torque, is a shade slower than the Golf2.5 regardless of transmission—six-speed manual (stan- 
dard) or optional six-speed, dual-clutch DSG automated manual. We recorded 8.0 seconds to 
60 mph, a little quicker than the long-term Jetta TDI currently in our test fleet (thanks toa 
curb weight—3186 pounds—that’s 167 pounds lower). 

In any case, fuel economy is the TDI’s bragging point: 30 mpg city and 41 highway for the 
manual, 30 and 42, respectively, with the DSG. We averaged 34 mpg. 

You’d expect that benefit, of course. What you might not expect is a high fun-to-drive 
index. Diesel buyers get the benefit of firmer suspension tuning and more precise steering, 
yielding turn-in and transient responses that are all but indistinguishable from those deliv- 
ered bya GTI, the performance prince of Golfs. Okay, the GTI hustles to 60 almost two sec- 
onds quicker. But think of it this way: The Golf TDI teaches the art of momentum maintenance. 
And unlike GTI owners, you’ll never have to replace the spark plugs. 


There are other pluses. Though all Golfs 
THE NUMBERS s,) 





are improved in terms of fit, finish, and 
interior detail, the TDI provides better 
VEHICLE TYPE > front-engine, front-wheel- 
drive, 5-passenger, 3-door hatchback 


PRICE AS TESTED > $26,440 (base price: 
$22,939) 

ENGINE TYPE > turbocharged and intercooled 
SOHC 16-valve diesel inline-4, iron block and 
aluminum head, direct fuel injection 
DISPLACEMENT > 120 cu in, 1968cc 

POWER (SAE NET) > 140 bhp @ 4000 rpm 
TORQUE (SAE NET) > 236 lb-ft @ 1750 rpm 
TRANSMISSION > 6-speed dual-clutch 
automated manual 

DIMENSIONS: 

WHEELBASE > 101.5 in LENGTH > 165.4 in 
WIDTH > 70.3 in HEIGHT > 58.2 in 

CURB WEIGHT > 3186 Ib 


C/D TEST RESULTS 

ZERO TO 60 MPH > 8.0 sec 

ZERO TO 100 MPH > 24.5 sec 

ZERO TO 110 MPH > 33.4 sec 

STREET START, 5-60 MPH > 8./ sec 

STANDING 1/4-MILE > 16.2 sec @ 85 mph 

TOP SPEED (GOVERNOR LIMITED) > 125 mph 

BRAKING, 70-0 MPH > 172 ft 

ROADHOLDING, 300-FT-DIA SKIDPAD* > 0.83 g 

FUEL ECONOMY: 

EPA CITY/HIGH WAY DRIVING > 30/42 mpg 

C/D OBSERVED > 34 mpg 
*Stability-control-inhibited. 


materials inside than the standard car, plus 
bucket seats that feel identical to those of 
the GTI (great support and comfort) anda 
steering wheel that’s as pleasant to grip as 
your senior-prom date. Maybe more. 

There are also demerits. You payahefty 
premium for that diesel—$4500. And 
watch out for those options. The DSG adds 
$1100, a sunroof is another grand, adaptive 
xenon headlights are $700, a 300-watt 
audio upgrade is $476, anda Cold-Weather 
package (heated seats, heated headlight- 
washer nozzles) adds $225. Oh, yeah, can’t 
forget Bluetooth connectivity ($199), a 
required option. How do you say “oxymo- 
ron” in German? 

We wound up witha $26,440 as-tested 
price tag, which does seem abit dear. Then 
again, diesel thrift doesn’t get much more 
affordable, and for the money, it doesn’t get 
to be any more fun to drive. 


Audi S5 
Cabriolet 


The complete convertible: 
AWD, blown V-6, big zoot. 


QUICK TAKE 
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TAN FASTER, EVEN IN WINTER: Only Audi 
and Bentley make all-wheel-drive convertibles 
with room for four adults. Audi’s S5 cabriolet 
ditches the coupe’s V-8 and steel roofand gains 
a supercharged V-6 and 1 mpgin our testing, for 
16. Most luxury convertibles use folding hard- 
tops, but they bloat hindquarters and gobble 
cargo room. The S9’s cloth roof facilitates its 
trim styling and spacious rear seat and trunk. 
WHAT?’S IT LIKE TO DRIVE? The blown V-6 
has tons of usable torque, though we miss the 
V-8’s speedboat burble. While the Ss cabriolet 
grips and accelerates nearly as well at the S4 
sedan (with which it shares the V-6), the drop- 
top feels less athletic. Its dual-clutch gearbox 
can be sluggish off the line, and handling is 
dulled by 300 or so extra pounds of body 
reinforcements and top motors. The upsides of 
the extra weight are a quiet cabin and amazing 
structural rigidity, which allows a smooth, 
quiver-free ride. 

WHAT?’S IT COST? To the $59,075 base price, 
you can add options such as navigation, neck 
heaters, radar cruise control, a torque-vector- 
ing rear differential, and adaptive damping. 
Loaded, an S5 cabrio rings up at more than 
$75,000, which is still a fraction ofa Bentley’s 
price. —MIKE DUSHANE 


THE NUMBERS | 


POWERTRAIN > Supercharged DOHC 
24-valve 3.0-liter V-6; 333 hp, 325 Ib-ft; 
7-speed dual-clutch automated manual 
EPA CITY/HIGHWAY > 17/26 mpg 


C/D TEST RESULTS 

ZERO TO 60 MPH > 5.1 sec 

STANDING 1/4-MILE > 13.6 sec @ 103 mph 
BRAKING, 70-0 MPH > 161 ft 

ROADHOLDING, 300-FT-DIA SKIDPAD > 0.91g 
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DRIVELINES 


2011 Infiniti M37/M566 ............:: 


The M has officially arrived—ana sticks with the athletic cut. 


PREVIEW 





— 


nfiniti has styled itself as the Japanese 
BMW, but for most of the two decades 
the brand has been around, its products 
haven’t measured up to those from the 
German company. Recently, though, 
we’ve watched the G sedan and coupe evolve 
into some mighty formidable competition for 
the 3-series, while the current M is a multiple 
comparison-test winner in the medium-size, 
luxury-sport segment, which includes the Audi 
A6, the BMW 5-series, the Lexus GS, and the 
Mercedes E-class, among others. In its most 
recent comparison, though, the M was begin- 
ning to show its age. Now, with the 2011 M37 
and Ms6, Infiniti has decided to scale up the G’s 
successful recipe by creating perhaps a more 
compelling alternative to the top-finishing A6 
and 5-series. 

For starters, the M embraces the G’s 
organic styling themes. Sport models get a 
slightly different front end and wear larger, 
20-inch wheels, but regardless of trim, it’s safe 
to say the M has officially arrived. 
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Dittothe interior. The M’s cabin 
is clearly more spacious and better 
equipped, but the G’s sense of ath- 
letic-cut tailoring remains. As with 
the previous M, the new model is 
still no paragon of ergonomic sim- 
plicity. Aesthetically, though, it is 
spot-on gorgeous. The only bones 
we found pickworthy are a dull 
cluster design and the contrived 
“breeze mode” of the available 
“Forest Air” HVAC system, which 
blows air through the vents at ran- 
dom speeds to mimic natural breezes. 

We sampled a couple of engineering proto- 
types recently in California, hitting the road 
firstinan Ms6. Powered byaheavily modified, 
direct-injected version of the 5.6-liter V-8 truck 
engine found in the QX56, the Nissan Armada, 
and the Titan pickup—but making 420 horse- 
power and 417 pound-feet of torque—the M56 
both replaces the 325-hp M45 and becomes the 
most powerful vehicle in Infiniti’s lineup. 
Unfortunately, from our first standing-start 
launch, we were let down by the prototype’s 
lack of off-the-line enthusiasm, as if 50 to 75 
horses and pound-feet were lost somewhere 
between paper and pavement. A passionless 
exhaust note was equally disappointing. 

Far more refined was an M37x prototype, 
powered by a 330-hp, 3.7-liter V-6 with 270 
pound-feet of torque, more or less identical to 
that found under the hood of the G37, and fit- 
ted with all-wheel drive (as is the M56x). As 
withits smaller FM-platform mate, the V-6 and 
its accompanying seven-speed automatic area 


smart match. The M37’s lower weight and 
delightfully natural steering—especially com- 
pared with the M56 Sport’s four-wheel-steer- 
ing system that varies the steering ratio and 
can turn the rear wheels in the same direction 
as the fronts by as muchas one degree—made 
it our favorite by far. 

But that could change by the time the new 
M hits U.S. dealerships in late March or early 
April. (Infiniti’s first hybrid, based on the V-6 
M, is to followa year later.) According to com- 
pany spokesman Kyle Bazemore, Infiniti is 
making numerous changes to the M56 that 
address our chief areas of concern: V-8 exhaust 
note, throttle tip-in, and shift mapping. About 
the four-wheel steering, however, Bazemore 
was uncertain. 

So have the A6 and 5-series been served? 
We'll have to wait for a drive in the final prod- 
uct before we can say for certain. 


- THE NUMBERS os) 


VEHICLE IMPE> iiontengine weal: 
or 4-wheel-drive, 5-passenger, 4-door sedan 
ESTIMATED BASE PRICE > $47,500-$57,500 


ENGINES > DOHC 24-valve 3.7-liter V-6, 
330 hp, 270 lb-ft; DOHC 32-valve 5.6-liter 
Vee, 420i) il lip-tt 

TRANSMISSION > 7-speed automatic 
with manumatic shifting 

DIMENSIONS: 

WHEELBASE > 114.2 in LENGTH > 194.7 in 
WIDTH > 72.6 in HEIGHT > 59.1-59.6 in 
CURB WEIGHT > 3950-4200 Ib 







E (C/DEST): 

E 0 60 MPH > 4.7-6.3 sec 
STANDING 1/4-MILE > 13.3-15.0 sec 
PROJECTED FUEL ECONOMY (C/DEST): 
EPA CITY/HIGHWAY DRIVING > 


16-18/22-26 mpg 





ZERO TO 60) 
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Kia Forte Koup SX by DAVE VANDERWERP 


© Standout good looks, best-in-class performance, surprisingly large back seat. 
© Rough ride, touchy throttle, limited headroom. 





ntransforming the handsome new Forte 
sedan into a positively stylish coupe— 
the company’s first two-door—Kia 
seems to be now fully realizing the ben- 
efits of wooing away Audi designer Peter 
Schreyer in 2006 and making good on its “The 
Power to Surprise” slogan. 

Some might question the difficulty of mak- 
ing a positive styling statement in the often 
overwrought compact segment—have you 
seen the new Mazda 3?—but impressively, the 
Forte’s makeover goes deeper. For one, it hasn’t 
squandered much of the sedan’s back-seat 
space, a common coupe drawback. In fact, 
despite the marginal headroom that comes 
along with the appealingly squashed roofline, 





PHOTOGRAPHY by MARC URBANO 


the Forte Koup has as much 
rear space as the vastly larger 
Honda Accord coupe. How’s 
that for a packaging upset? 

The interior isn’t as fetch- 
ing as the exterior, but it’s 
ergonomically sound and ren- 
dered in agreeable, if hard, 
plastics. The only remaining 
chintzy pieces are the greasy- 
looking turn-signal and wiper 
stalks. Andthe standard steer- 
ing-wheel-mounted buttons 
for the stereo, cruise control, 
and easy-to-use Bluetooth operate with a pre- 
cision that wouldn’t be out of place in a car 
costing two or three times as much. Drivers 
over six feet tall will want to say no to the sun- 
roof option and thereby maximize the Koup’s 
limited headroom; we also recommend stick- 
ing with the grippy base cloth seats and forgo- 
ing the slippery leather. 

All Koups have lots of standard equipment, 
including six airbags, stability control, power 
locks and windows, iPod integration, and Sir- 
ius satellite radio. Stepping up from the base 
$17,290 EX to the $18,390 SX yields a larger, 
173-hp 2.4-liter that’s far smoother than the 
base 156-hp 2.0-liter (which gets pretty gritty 
near its redline) and an additional ratio in each 





of the available transmissions—a six-speed 
manual or a five-speed automatic. 

With the manual, the SX has class-leading 
acceleration: 0 to 60 mph in 7.1 seconds. And 
despite the fact it’s one of the last to retain a tor- 
sion-beam rear suspension—along with an 
extremely disproportionate weight distribu- 
tion (64 percent of the Koup’s 2933 pounds are 
on the front wheels)—the Koup is reasonably 
competent, and understeer at the limit is merely 
deliberate, not debilitating. Skidpad grip of 0.89 
g on all-season Goodyear Eagle LS2s places the 
Koup solidly ahead of the compact pack, as does 
a firm brake pedal that produces stops from 70 
mph in 171 feet. But after more thanadecade of 
Kia floppiness, the Koup’s ride is too stiff, as if 
firmness has been confused with sportiness. 
Similarly, the throttle is jumpy, making smooth 
starts laborious. The directness ofthe six-speed 
shifter is a big improvement over the Soul’s 
sloppier five-speed, but its effort is a tad high. 
The steering has appropriate heft and a solid 
on-center feel, although it suffers from vicious 
kickbackin bumpycorners andis not as fluid as 
a Mazda 3’s, a complaint that pretty much 
applies to the entire driving experience. 

While not quite as composed overall as the 
class mainstays, the Forte Koup’s best-in-class 
looks, horsepower, and performance are justi- 
fication for spelling Koup witha “c.” 


THE NUMBERS = 


VEHICLE TYPE > front-engine, front-wheel- 
drive, 5-passenger, 2-door coupe 

PRICE AS TESTED > $18,990 

(base price: $18,390) 

ENGINE TYPE > DOHC 16-valve inline-4, 
aluminum block and head, port fuel injection 
DISPLACEMENT > 144 cu in, 2360cc 
POWER (SAE NET) > 173 bhp @ 6000 rpm 
TORQUE (SAE NET) > 168 Ib-ft @ 4000 rpm 
TRANSMISSION > 6-speed manual 
DIMENSIONS: 

WHEELBASE > 104.3 in LENGTH > 176.4 in 
WIDTH > 69.5 in HEIGHT > 55.1 in 

CURB WEIGHT > 2933 Ib 


C/D TEST RESULTS 





ZERO TO 100 MPH > 20.3 sec 

ZERO TO 120 MPH > 32.7 Sec 

STREET START, 5-60 MPH > 7.8 sec 

STANDING 1/4-MILE > 15.7 sec @ 91 mph 

TOP SPEED (GOVERNOR LIMITED) > 132 mph 
BRAKING, 70-0 MPH > 171 ft 

ROADHOLDING, 300-FT-DIA SKIDPAD > 0.89 g 
FUEL ECONOMY: 


EPA CITY/HIGHWAY DRIVING > 22/32 ule | 


CARANDDRIVER.COM=FEBRUARY2010 95 


www.storemags.com & www.fantamag.com 





DRIVELINES 


BMW ActiveHybrid X6 


BMW hybridizes its twin-turbo mall shark. We plant a couple trees. 


Ithough BM Winitiallyshunned 
hybrids in favor of clean-diesel 
technology, its first full hybrid, 
the ActiveHybrid X6, nowjoins 
the electrically assisted seg- 
ment as the most powerful ofits kind. 

Based on the X6 xDrivesoi and its 400-hp, 
twin-turbocharged 4.4-liter V-8, the Active- 
Hybrid adds a nickel-metal hydride battery 
and a two-mode, electronic, continuously 
variable transmission—co-developed with 
General Motors and the former Daimler- 
Chrysler—for a total output of 480 horse- 
power and 575 pound-feet of torque. 

Onthe surface, the ActiveHybrid feels much 
like the nonhybrid X6, which is fast, agile, and 
immensely capable despite weighing in excess 
of 5200 pounds. But it’s far from the most sen- 
sible package on which to base a hybrid. 

While the ActiveHybrid is quick, BMW 





# Twin-Turbo V-8: All-electric ancillaries give 


start-stop capability to the direct-injected, 
twin-turbocharged 4.4-liter V-8. 


@ Two-Mode Transmission: 
Continuously variable operation, 
three planetary gearsets, and 

two electric motors make for four 
fixed ratios, seven driver-selectable 
“gears,” and additional efficiency both 
at city and highway speeds. 





says the added 400-plus pounds of hybrid 
running gear (which brings the total to about 
5700 pounds) actually make this X6 a tick 
slower to 60 mph than the xDrivesoi, which 
we’ve clocked at 5.1 seconds. And compared 
with that model’s EPA city/highway ratings of 
13/18 mpg, the hybrid’s 17/19-mpg figures are 
token improvements, especially if you exploit 
the prodigious passing power. 

Accented by the hybrid’s angular hood 
bulge and aero-tuned 20-inch wheels, the X6’s 
unique styling looked good during our cruise 
of downtown Miami, where the ActiveHybrid 
frequently moved along quietly on electrons 
alone. Jumping on the accelerator, however, 
occasionally caused the powertrain to pause 
while the computers decided howto route all 
the juice. The electric steering also was lighter 
than we’d prefer, and the regenerative brakes 
felt rubbery and isolated. 












While this is one of the best-driving full 
hybrids and features a fair amount of standard 
luxury equipment, prices start at $89,725, or 
about 12 grand more than a comparably 
equipped xDrivesoi. For those few folks who 
crave a large, immensely powerful crossover 
and believe that sucha purchase couldactually 
help out Mother Earth, BMW’s first hybrid fills 
the bill. For us, we’ll planta couple of trees and 
take the 555-hp X6 M for the same money. = 


THE NUMBERS a 


VEHICLE TYPE > front-engine, 4-wheel-drive, 
4-passenger, 5-door wagon 

BASE PRICE > $89,/25 

ENGINE TYPE > twin-turbocharged and 
intercooled DOHC 32-valve 4.4-liter V-8, 
400 hp, 450 Ib-ft; 2 AC synchronous electric 
motors, 91 and 86 hp, 192 and 206 Ib-ft; 
combined system, 480 hp, 575 Ib-ft 
TRANSMISSION > continuously variable 
automatic with 4 fixed ratios and 
manumatic shifting 

DIMENSIONS: 

WHEELBASE > 115.5 in LENGTH > 192.0 in 
WIDTH > 78.1 in HEIGHT > 66.5 in 

CURB WEIGHT > 5/00 Ib 

PERFORMANCE (C/DEST): 

ZERO TO 60 MPH > 5.2 sec 

ZERO TO 100 MPH > 13.4 sec 

STANDING 1/4-MILE > 14.0 sec 

TOP SPEED (GOVERNOR LIMITED) > 130 mph 
FUEL ECONOMY: 

EPA CITY/HIGHWAY DRIVING > 17/19 mpg 


@ Energy Storage: The 2.4-kilowatt-hour, nickel-metal hydride 
battery recoups energy from regenerative braking and can propel 
the X6 hybrid up to 37 mph, or over a distance of 1.6 miles. 
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Hot NEW Wheel 





roller pinata ‘ » ew years | 
SAA AD ™ lol STA 7 AD ee 


















KONIG 


_Sizes: 15, 17, 18, 19 


—Finish: Black Ball Cut 
Machined, Black Ball Cut venices OB 
Blue, Black Ball Cut Red — 





| ] 





—Unique multi spoke 
design with innovative 
ball cut machining. 


FREE Catalog 


Point your browser to 





FNOIR-C Hot Version 
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to download your free ane ares 
wheel catalog. 








VTEC G-FX 
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SYYOKOHAMA ffiscuut SALKEN © vDUNLOP (ulinential® 


TIRE 








Get an 80 


or UPS Ground service to the 48 contiquous states. Some restrictions apply a ” 74 | 
— SAME |} | :on most orders <= a Mail-In Rebate 


: on all NY 





with the purchase of a set 
of four Falken RT-615 tires. 

















tire and wheel packages! bs stain etrtions ap 
— The L ST delivered price on the Internet! eae 


* Certain restrictions apply 
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Hot NEW Tire 
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t— “YOKOHAMA — +—aaeer = =e — 3 SCQDK TEAR 


— Fuel saving tread 
compound helps reduce 
energy loss as the tire rolls 
and saves gas over the life 
of the tire. 


NeoGen ilies NT-555 - 


PRICES f Put ‘< le & 
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— Wet and dry tread zones 
enhance all season traction. 





Free Replacement 









Get certificates with 
your purchase and if any 
of your tires fail due to 

defect, or incurs damage 
that cannot be repaired, 
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Ventus HR Il | Ventus V12 EVO K110 Extreme ContactDWS Primacy MXV4 







g-Force Sport 
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it absolutely FREE. Ask a 
sales associate for details. 





TRUCK / SUV TIRES 


YOKOHAMA &FGoodrich FALKEN WHanxoox |HIZZT GIODP Ean 


BRAKES 


CALL US 
ABOUT 
NEW 
BRAKES 


Dynapro Atm sai TODAY! 
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800.739.8999 


Accessories 
. Apparel 


Car Care 
Collectibles 
Electronics 
Tools 

Toys 


These 
Boots Are 


Made for 
Racin’ 


-Alpinestars Tech 1-Z 
High-end shoes such as these Tech 1-Zs 
use choice materials—check the 
‘-kangaroo-leather uppers—and feature 
_ neat detailing like the pull-up speed 
- laces. The thin soles make for especially 
good pedal feel, and the boots are so 
‘ light and supple overall that it almost 
seems as if youre not wearing them. 
They meet the latest FIA and SFI safety 
standards and are availablein black or 
black and gold, in men’s sizes 5 to 13. 
The only drawbacks: the price and their 

relativenarrowness. s@P, 

($289.95; 310-891-0222; [R10 


—_ 


“ay 
www.alpinéstars.com) ‘4b 
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‘WHAT TO LOOK FOR: 
The thinner the sole, the better 
the pedal feel, the greater the 
control. But thin soles are less 
durable, so most track-day 
drivers, if they wear racing 
shoes all day and wander 
around the pits in them, will 
likely go for a thicker-soled 
option such as a Piloti. We 
recommend track shoes witha 
flame-resistant lining, which is 
mandatory for most race series. 
eroje) Com salepe-lecke)(clame-sas 
should go for traditional leather 
uppers—in our experience, 
fluid spills are readily absorbed 
: by suede boots. pee for those 
- va) racing overseas, make sure your 
RJS Mid-Top Driving Shoes al /\\ Meet have an FIA rating. Rice 





Sparco Formula ADV 
This Italian company’s latest top-end boots feature 
ultrathin, oil-resistant soles with contrasting 
carbon-fiber-look leather and suede on the uppers. 
The shoes are light and give terrific feel but were the 
tightest across our feet of the four we tried. Plus, there’s 

no neat way of hiding the laces. The Sparcos come in black, 
7 blue, red, silver, and white, in sizes 7 to 13. FIAand SFI 

compliant. ($269.00; 800-224-7223; Www.sparcousa.com) 


We were surprised by all the goodness in F aly that European shoes— 

these budget boots, which are light and Wai) Alpinestars, OMP, and Sparco, 
comfortable and feature a Velcro strap s/ for example—are gene rall 

that covers the laces. The RJSs have | | r y aehacenticsadathanealeccehacesase Oicy 
suede uppers withanArimand Kevlar a | makers, although Sparco raleYats 
lining and comply with an SFI3.3/5 fae. | nate) dake butale (sd a Joy relexete Savers 
rating. They come in black, red, and blue, / ie release eainns 


in sizes § to 15. Unlike the Sparco and 
Alpinestars shoes, the RJSs are sized for 
wider feet. Unfortunately, they have all 
the style of a sweater vest. 
8 = ($85.64; 248-548-5727; 
www.rjsracing.com) 


Oakley Race Mid 
The Oakleys provide a great compromise 
of looks, price, and comfort. They willalso 
appeal tothe track-day driver who wants a 
slightly thicker, more durable sole. The 
uppers are made from suede with Oakley’s 
patented CarbonX flame-resistant lining. 
Available in blue, black, and red, in sizes 6 
to 13, the boots meet FIA and SFI specs. 
Just one complaint: There is no Velcro 
straptokeepthelacesoutofthe | 
way. ($127.50; 800-431-1439; |= 9 
www.oakley.com) 





TEST VENUE: These shoes were battle 
proven at the Goodwood Revival and during 
our Lightning Lap event at Virginia 
International Raceway. 
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AutoAnything sells mare custom-fit car covers online than anybody! é ) 

We carry tallored protection for your vehicle that blocks dust, sap, Sun, 

rain and much more, The breathability of the fabric assures that heat AA mG 

and moisture do not build up under the cover, ; 

Outdoor Car Covers.. ee : 

Indoor Car Covers. SRG SRS FS SRE Rd RR SRR ees ' DS 

Convertible Car COVOIS ...cecsssssessssssenernesnee 9 


Car Cover Storage Bag,....-nnenenenseenes $14" S ON. Tl 
Car Cover Lock amd Cabrbe.....ccsssscssonserrooseneossnee $7 i igi 
ea 
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Husky liners "DD Lloyd Rubbertite ‘GO catch-All | | Lloyd Plush Carpet C 


Available in Black, Grey & Tan Available in Black, Grey & Tan Available in Black, Grey, Tan & Blue Many Colors to Choose Hom. Embroidery Available. 
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Microsuede ~ 22” Neoprene °"142 ~~ Saddleblanket ~ I: Leatherette 


Available in: Black, Grey & Tan Available in: Black, Blue, Grey & Red Available in; Black, Brown, Grey, Navy, Red & Tan Available in; Black, Tan & Grey 


‘Mow Featuring OE & Direct-Fit 


PARTS! 


|v 2.7 Million+ Parts In Stock 
~ Lowest Prices Guaranteed 
v Fast & Free sili 





Suspension Systems "42 Custom Billet Grilles , 90 Custom Car Bras 





Raise the bar on shock cushioning comfort or — A billet grill fits in whether you're cruising the Dress up your vehicle and protect your “front-end 
ower it to street level cool with our selection of — backcountry roads or the big city streets. (Give your =| investment” irom the ravages of the road. These car 
SUSPENSION SYSTEMS. vehicle a distinct personalized look. | bras area custom ft shield for your finish, 
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FREE SHIPPING Gr 


No Minimum Purchase — No Hidden Fee 


| 








‘Shop Our Award 
Winning Website! 
Visit AutoAnything.com and discower just 
how easy it is to find exactly what you 
want Whether you search by keyword, 
select your vehicle, or navigate by acces 
sory type, all roads lead to the best-priced 
solution for your automotive needs. What’ 
more, there are thousands of customer 
reviews, installation quides and resources 
to ensure you make the right choice. 





Cold Air Intakes Exhaust Systems 


Replace engine-asphyxiating OEM parts with high-flow | Let the beast under your hood roar with more power. 
dit intake kits and performance filters, Youll discover | An upgraded exhaust system gives yourengine more | mance chip, tuner or module. Youll get more horse- 
gains in horsepower, torque and evenfueleconomy, | grow, plus serous gains in horsepower and torque. | power, Torque and often better fuel eco noMy. 





Lund Tonneau Covers AVS Window Deflectors Lund Bug Shields 
Save gas and protect cargo when you top your bed Crack your windows without get ane blown away Protect your paint with the original full-height, fully 
with a great-looking, great-performing Lund ton- by howling winds or drenched by downpours. AVS wrapped hood shield, picking-off more bugs and 


neau cover! Several modets to choose from online. = Window Deflectors are custom sized fora perfect fit. rocks than slimmer quards. 







Winter Accessories foofBoxes™'527° 


When Old Man Winter starts nipping at your nose, 
yOu need to unpack your sweaters, dust off your 
snow shovel and stock up on plenty of winter 
dant ACCPSSONES. dp he Shere with a flurry 
of quality winter gear, from tire chains to jumpers, 


Clean Park Garage Floor Mat 
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HYPERTECH DIABL@SPORT 
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Find it for less and we'll 
refund the difference. 


See site for complete details. 












af ‘J 
| 7 
Le ee mmm 


Power Programmers Porfonnianee Brakes 


Slam on the brakes and look no further than 


| 










Ski & Board Racks "™*$ 106" 
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Unteash the full potential of your engine with a perfor- 
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| AutoAnything for all of your rotor, pad, or 
complete brake kit needs 
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Lund Truck Ramps 

When you want to load-up and qo, all you need is a 
set of Lund’ Falding Aluminum Truck Ramps to hit 
the road, the jobsite or the mud in a flash. 
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Get Result Super Fast with new Xomax 


[_ ALIPERLOVERS.COM 


Available for Mustang. Camaro, Corvette, Cadittiac CTS 
Pontiac G8, Challenger, BMW. Troeks, SUV's and more. 


Reduces Brake Dust 
Powder Coated Finish 
Easy Installation 
Reduces Caliper Heat 
6061-T6 Aerospace Aluminum 
Patented Fastening System 

Use coupon code (cd809) for free shipping coc: 


Standard Superfit 
sheepskin front with superfit back. 
Lowback & highback styles. Reg "75 


now CT aa 
ONLY f ; 


' Custom fit (shown) 






Corvette Central 
AutoAnything 
Bavarian Autosport 







Custam Made 
Car Covers 
Multiband stye shown, olher shlectabocs available 


| gains with your ery first dose. 


-and men will envy with the best & 


| PLACE FS RSpn RELL AER e RETO ER EDEN S 


—reeerern upto5 inches can be peices 


xo 


Puré sheepskin seattoyers, 12 colors, 
sizes. Headrestarmrest cover extra 


NOW 
FROM 


Rocky Mtn ree Co 
 SanJose, CA | 
Call for free S aualdenha & Samples 

www.rmsheepskin.com 1-800-428-7216 


ey 


IBRAKEWORLD.COM 


ite leader in performance drilled & slotted rotors! 


ye Brake pods & rotors for all: Cars, Trucks, and SU\ 


MAX is a proven natural pill that can 
ive you huge enlargements super fast! 
Don't waste any more time on cream, sprays or 
products that have not been proven. Start seeing 
real results today, take XOMAX now! Women 
will crave you like never before. You don't have 
to wait months, weeks or even days to get the 
results you want. You'll start to see noticeable 








Custom Velour = = 
Dash Covers 7 
The best fitand quaity available. 
Reg "S0" Dash Tapper brand 






Mon-Sat 10-6 
(Pacific time! 










= BEST PRICES © LARGEST SELECTION 
* GUARANTEED FITMENT 
* MOST KNOWLEDGEABLE REPS 


" XOMAX was put to 


che test! By comparing “abe three 
leading brands of male enhance- 
ment pills to XOMAX, the results 
were incredible! XOMAX was 
found to work I0 times faster, joss 
with size increasing 3 times more j 
than the competition. Don't waste 9 f//// FF, 
your time and money on —Atet > 

products that don't deliver. J 
Get a member women will crave 


Shop online 24/7 @ www.brakeworld.com 


WHOLESALE PRICES! 
super concentrated formula LE il Free: 366-272-53 9S WHOLESALE PRICES! 


—XOMAX, 


Call Now Toll Free . cea 
Price Comparison 
1993 Jeep Wrangler Transmission Mount 
Parts Store Part Brand malers 


Promo Code: ME 7516 


Fax: 239-643-2356 
WEB: WWW.xXOMax-Mman.com 
Send coupon with payment to: 


Nutritional Science Laboratories, PO. Box | | 269, 
Naples, FL 34101 * Privacy Ensured 










i OOTY - _ - | — PRICE = TOTAL 

PHOS By ete Peeler GAVE Ke) Vales ale) $8.70 
SFREE 30 

1 Day® Buy 2 Get | Free 

(olalel UE ee meh cel alee Anchor $21.99 








11 Month Supply Xomax $59.09 | 
' Mate Magnet Cologne $19.99 [7 


-Naveinleye $21.99 


Shipping and Handling: 


O'Reilly 





, standard Delivery po.99 

: 2-3 Day Rush Delivery $19.99 ae 

; International Delivery iN yaN YAN N yAN PA $ 2 3 i A 6) 
lait ; 


‘TOTAL AMOUNT _—__ 


AWN BYU geltes $24.99 


am Cash as RoOCKAUIO p BI peacgilar price, A SOECS) Se COIS Chea ToT Pus Cony 


Check payment nicHiod: (US Frnds Onh) 
LJCheck UW Money order 


xXx ; 
oYSA al: 





Mame on che card 
Card Number 


Expiracion Gare 
Mame . 
strece Address 
City: 

Crate! _ fi Cade 


Signature: 


Ald Jae PARTS YOUR LAR WiLL EVE NED 


niWidual Tesuks Tw vary. These statements heave not been evaluated by the FA. GOTO WWW. ROCKAUTO.COM | ROCKAUTO, LLC (EST. 1999) BBB RATING At | 


This product not Inlanded to clagnogs, real, Cure, or prevent any osnasa 


www.storemags.com & www.fantamag.com 


COLOR ° PROTECTION: “STY!] 
These strong durable silicone rubber covers ~~ : 
simply slide over your factory remote for ay a 
longer fasting protection and added style. i jG, = 
Www. une) Ale KetSONeRe On 
BDSG . Ebay Store: www.keyfobremotecover.com™ 
4.866.259.0877 : 
AeA LEI OVER SS Sites 
Ford GM Dodge Chrysler Jeep Toyota Scion 


Dealer! 


stom 
Inquit hese 


imprinting 


Welcome: Lexus Honda Nissan Infiniti BMW Hyundai Kia Ave gilaD Ie. 


| THEJACKETSTORE.COM, LLC - 4738 South 131st St. - Omaha, NE 68137 - Email: infosales@thejacketstore,com 


poanll odd & ——, 


HONDA 
MAGAUTO.com 


Factory Parts 
Wholesale @ 
Prices 


1-800-531-2756 
M-F 8-5 EST. 


400, 009 parts in stock 
. free shipping most orders 150+ 
. free 132-nage catalog 


1g BAV4ERIAN BAVARIAN 
autosport 


BMW parts, accessories £ knowledge since 1974 
800.535.2002 +» www.BavAuto.com 


mio AMERICA Ss MoOoTORWORES. 


FREE Corvette’ Catalog 


1953-2009 Corvette® Parts and Accessories 


Vial of 116 oz. added to 2-4 oz. of 
. your favorite fragrance, wom daily 
® lasts 4 to 6 months. 

Wil work for most, bul not all. 10:13 tor 

women $55.50 10x for men $49 50 


* 7 have always hac moderate success with 
women, but the difference is astonishing. | have girls 
fighting for my attention. | am a college student and 
am now having 3 times the [intimate] encounters | 
used to...simply amazing. | have never dated more 
than 1 woman at atime. | am currently dating 4, so 
either all the women at my school are changing, 
or it’s the 10X. Thanks for changing my life. Thanks 
for a great product." 


Not in stores , 610-827-2200 
or view the science and order online at 
| “ut | cD 


ATHENA PHEROMONES" | 


A NEW ‘2010’ 
PORSCHE CARRERA 
CORVETTE Z06 


$75,000.00 


1 Ticket ‘10 

20 Tickets $20 
150 Tickets $100 
600 Tickets $300 





1-877-816-7176 


501 (c) (3) 


A non-profit tax exempt charity 


40 E. MAIN ST. #364-D 
NEWARK, DE 19711 


Drawing 


February 19, 2010 at 8:00 a.m. 


Need not be present to win 
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MARKET 


..For advertising information call 1-800-445-6066 or 212-767-5750, 9am-5pm EST 


- Saves you money by increasing - All season protection for your gear | 


gas mileage up to 10% - Fully functional in extreme hot 
om Ore \'( =] go) it-me)el-laM am-i-lele] alot lalemeve) (om -t-1asl-]merelilel titel ats 


4 
NO streaky soaps or lin 
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WHOWITINOTKS 


Uniateh ° 


CALL OR VISIT US TODAY! 
WWWAGRICOVER.COM 


(866)412-7589 








Bleed Brakes Like the Pros in minutes. 
e Easy to use power bleeder 
* Takes Just one person 
e Save hundreds, do it yourself 
e Available for most cars and trucks 


“)ROssTON 


RIKE.COM 


Flawless Balance. Uncompromising Precision. 00-945-95910 


Effortless Performance. ... the new Q1 by Rossion 
Call Fes details 


1-866-612-6625 


Www. FOsSsSIOncars.com LEAVING IN SCH 


HUCAND ERILESINUE 1739 


Cialis LEVITRA 


ri! }t] lek FAlir 


source for OF 
remanutactured | 
wheels, 


Your online F 4é 
orf eae 


a Ay 


The 


RC 


GENUINE PARTS 
MAGAUTO.com 


OF alt=] o]-1-) a fe) 0) e- 
eyciatcme)alilatey 
Mechanicsville Toyota 
1-800-338-5538 
M-F 8-5 EST. 


¥ | Hy AM E D) | (" Order Online or by Phone 


Wes eae) Se Habla Espanol 


B pra ake ewa>r[enouse. com 


‘High Carbon Premium Casted Rotors 


mmm! 800 214 4034 


CALIPERS..Powder coa ated, upgrade kits, SS Brake lines, ABS parts 
PADS..high performance, ceramic, carbon fiber, kevlar, low dusting 
ROTORS..sfandard, premium, high performance. drilled, slotted. 


drilled and slotted. diamond slotfed 
WwW. brakewarehouse.com www.carbonzbrakes.com 
Your One Sfop For Brake Parts on the Webi! 


























(GER SIZE 


| aa ‘ A < 
100% oe Back Guarantee! 
Doctor Approved, Free 6 Months Supply! 
|Male Enlargement 
M To 5 Inches And 
50% Gain In Width 
In 60 bl Se Or Less! e 












FEATURED ON 
20/20 TELEVISION 
SIZE MATTERS 


MSIE PERMANENT? FIRMER 


-— AN PNLARGENMENT 





GUARA Ni 
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| The exclusive recon of PR ILLS 5 not found 
in other brands makes it possible for you to maintain your 
enlargement PERMANENTLY Your new larger size Can be 

| a part of you forever, Continue to take PRO+PLUS PILLS 
to reach your maximum potential and maintain your sexual 
stamina and performance, 


4S wit 
Th rib 
‘C4 ul US, 


EC CITE ONGER ERECTIONS AND 


| NC PT AEASE Pes) | = ,o | RON Ila = I 
MALI NTAIN iS YOURS EXUAL \ al RILITY 

We guarantee your sex al sarformance can improve 

substantially, PRO+PLUS PILLS boosts your sexual energy, 

stamina and endurance. Never go soft again and you will 


| stop pramature éjaculations. 
PRO+PLUS PILLS outperforms all other brands pills and 


Priv 


creams. Compare the results [rom our CONSUMEr SUIVey. 


5 Inches B inches 





PRO+PLUS PILLS 


| Inch ex | inch 
Other Brands 
a0 Das EO ae 240Days 360 Days 
PRO+PLUS PILLS ADVANCED FORMULA 


Our exclusive fcnuh formen with a Ae af AYE POSPADIAS 
or small penis. Size is less than 4 inches and need a 
guarantes of accelerated enlargement to reach a much 
larger size. Can also be used by men larger than 6 Inches 
and need quaranteed maximum enlargement. 


(CREDIT GARD ORDERS Lie FREE ROY TIRE 


i 65-PILL (7 Poe) Pea | 


~ ONLINE www. aridpromadieal com 
www.proplusmedical.com 


SEND ORDER FORM AND PAYMENT TO: 
pAVID PRO MEDICAL dept.O2CRA I 
Box 1835 North Hollywood, CA 91614 
I CREDIT CARD ORDERS ONLY Toll Free Anytime I 
1-866-—765-PILL (7455) or FAM 1-818-345-4543 
Phone & Credit Card Orders speci’y products and dept. (shawn above, next I 
to company name) | 
Citheck CO Money Order Ofash OVisa O MasterCard 
[ LU American Express. CL) Discover I 
I 


| CREDIT CARD NO. 


CVS CODE 3-digit Security Code found on back ! 
of card or 4-digits on frontof American Express | 


I EXPIRES: Month, Year 


WANCE ii] 


PRO+PLUS AD D FORMULA 
| (130 Days Supply Plus 30 Days Supply Free | 
[otal 60 days supply .......0...0c040 Only $60.00 § 


160 Days Supply Plus 60 Days Supply Free 
I Total 120 days supply ............... nly $110.00 § 
1120 Days Supaly Plus 120 Days Supply Free 
lotal 240 days supply .. .. Only $160.00 $ 
(1180 Days Supoly Plus 180 Days Sly Free 
| Total 360 days oat Only $210.00 $ 
SUPER LFORMUL LAS ONLY $25.00 EACH OR SELECT ONE FREE 
WITH ANY PRO+PLUS ORDER 


Please Spetily Quantities ie5 


__ Sexciter To Exate Women. . —— 7 
I Attract--Mate“W": Attract Wamen .. 


I 
I 
I 
I 
1 
S I 
TOTAL PURCHASE § 
CA Residents add 8.2596 sales tam: . : Fe I 
y Shipping, Rush Service and insurance $20.00 VALUE ONLY. § 9,00 I 
TOTAL ENCLOSED OR CHARGED: $ 
| Orders diseraetly shipped with UPS or Priority Mail, | 
Foreign Orders — Money Onder in U5. Funds Only, Add $10.00 S&H, 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 


SIGMATUME || ann ower 1B years old) 
f MAME (print) 


| ADDRESS 


J city STATES TIP 


~ COPYRIGHT 2.1998 PAD-HPLOB is A trade namie od Avid Prodedical. bedivid ial moat may vary. These Gules 
have nad seh aes eS nero. Ine Thi Pectin Ha cibed Wodiaorens, (eal, ¢ eLfe tn prevesl any jieuse, 
L == == Lf Ll hl! = = 
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DR. ar eecun: 


AUTOME VE PAINT CHIP REPAIR SYST 


Can Your Touch-Up Paint Do This? 


Fast, Simple, Dramatic, Paint Chip Repairs 
With NO PAINT | 


* All Factory Match Colors 
)* Permanent Repairs 

* No Clear Coat Needed 
= * The Cure for Road Rash 


3 cia: $39 * 849 2 85! 


#1 by The Wall $t.Journal among 
do-it-yourself paint repair products -2/14/08 


(866) 372-2548 


Drcolorchip.com 





FREE 


Car A/V catalog 


eg 


Get a dream system 
for your car - 
Crutchfield can help. 


= Huge selection from 
top brands like Alpine, 
Boston Acoustics, 
Kenwood, JL Audio, 
Pioneer, Sony and more 


= Personalized help from our 
experts to find the right 
mobile A/V solutions 
for you 


Call for your free catalog today 


800-301-4437 


or visit www.crutchfield.com/cdr 


CRUTCHFIELD 





R5/FOX-3:5149" el Casae 


yout 
HonE yeti Fe yy A own risk. Avail 1994 = 2002 


LIGHTS SUCH AS SERVICE ENGINE 
/CHECK-ENGINE, PLUS OILSER- 
VICE & INSPECTION. TOOLS 
AVAILABLE 87-06, catego 
CODE MEANING BOOK. (MINI 
COOPER VERSION IS 5129.99) 


CALLING ALL CARS 


Luxury, Sport, Classic Autos and 

High-End RV's for-sale-by-owner. 

Buyers/Sellers 1-800-546-8457. 
www.cacars.com 





-Huge inventory. More than 
400,000 parts in our warehouse. 


- Fast delivery. Same-day 
shipping on in-stock items. 


‘Free shipping. Most orders 
over $150 ship for free. 


*No sales tax. We're in N.H. 


BavAuto.com/hmw 


Bavarian Autosport 


BMW parts & accessories since 19/4. 


Portsmouth, NH 03801 


200.939.2002 


Request a free catalog & 
our free tech newsletter at 
BavAuto.com/freecatalog. 
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Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices 


WHY WE HAVE 10 MILLION SATISFIED CUSTOMERS: 
We Buy Factory Direct and Pass the SAVINGS on to YOU! 
Shop & Compare Our Quality Brands Against Other National Brands 
7000 Tool Items In-Stock! 
NO HASSLE RETURN POLICY 
Family Owned & Operated 

















How does Harbor Freight Tools sell high 
quality tools at such ridiculously low 
prices? We buy direct from the factories 
who also supply the major brands and sell 
direct to you. It’s just that simple! Come 
see for yourself at one of our 330 STORES 
NATIONWIDE and use this 20% OFF Coupon 
on any of our 7,000 products. We stock 
Automotive products, Shop Equipment, Hand 
Tools, Tarps, Compressors, Air & Power 
Tools, Material Handling, Woodworking 
Tools, Welders, Tool Boxes, Outdoor 
Equipment, Generators, and much more. 


-—UFETMEWARRANTY | 





Bring this coupon and Save 20% on one single item purchased at Harbor Freight Tools. Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. One coupon per purchase. One coupon per customer. Coupon not 


valid on prior purchases or purchase of gift cards or purchase of extended service plans. Offer good on in-stock MN | } | | Il | | l l| | [ | Ml | 1} 






merchandise only. Savings discount percentage off Harbor Freight Tools current prices, including sale prices. 
This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies and computer printouts. Original coupon 
must be presented in order to receive the discount. All Campbell Hausfeld products are excluded from this offer. 
This offer is not valid on food oa items sold in our retail stores. Valid only in Retail ssn 5/6/10. 
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LIGHTWEIGHT 


. LOT NO. 
} 91039/67408 REG. PRICE $99.99 


41782607 


| These valuable coupons are only good when presented at | 
your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 5/6/10. 
Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, 

* sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including lpia 
. and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the discount. 





3000 LB. CAPACITY , 
ALUMINUM | 


- RACING JACK | 


"10/2/85 AMP, 6/12 VOLT" 
LOT NO BATTERY CHARGER/ 


66783/3418 


ENGINE STARTER: 


CHICAG 


| ELECTRIGHaes 






Item 


il, 
i, ! 66783 
*f 


nT bt tec 


I at, 


These valuable coupons are only good when presented ie 

your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 5/6/10. 

Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on te purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
_ and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the discount. | 


CENTRAL PNEUMATIC ° 
1/ “AIR ANGLE 





LOT NO. 93088/' ' 


REQUIRED! 





REG. 
PRICE 
$149.99 


and sou printouts. Original ig mu Bg ysenied in omer to receive the alscoutt 


+P 880 LB. 


Gland Power Tools! 


encase aan 
90 AMP FLUX WIRE , 


33261744 


These valuable coupons are only good when presented at | 
your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 5/6/10. 
; Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, , 
| sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies | 


~ ELECTRIC | 
CHICAGO HOIST, 


~ LOT NO. 44006 | 


LOT NO. 98871 | 


y= ) 32046 


LOT NO. 


» i 
oi F = ae? 11 
| } 12 TON : i 
| : REG. PRICE $19.99 REG. PRICE $139.99 
FREE PAIR PRESS ee 8 TACT 
em BOFEGaSAS \| | 
OF ARBOR ae 
shown These valuable coupons are only good when presented at |] san valuable coupons are only good when presented at| 
PLATES WITH | your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 5/6/10. ur nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 5/6/10. ' 
PURCHASE! Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, , , | Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. taupon not valid on prior purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, , 





; | sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies | | 
' and se 7 ae hy See must be He ete in order to receive the discount. 


4 : 29 PIECE TITANIUM 
| NITRIDE COATED 


om DRILL BIT SET J2 


REG. PRICE $139.99 | | LOT a 
REG. 


YANN HOUMA “alii TMM eric 


2g | 
36615532 


sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies | 
and nt computer Mo Se oh must be Seal in order to receive the discount. 


~ 1250 LB. CAPACITY ; 
MECHANICAL 
g~ WHEEL DOLLY, 
pS GENERA, 


| LOTNO. / 
; 67287 / 








These valuable coupons are only good when presented at | 
your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 5/6/10. 
, Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, , 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
and computer printouts. Original coupon must be phd in order to receive the scout.) 


These valuable coupons are only good when presented 7 | 

‘* your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 5/6/10. 

j ; Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, | 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies | 
and a asin alll Drala a must be esontai in order to receive the discount. 

i | 


These valuable coupons are only good when presented at [| 

your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 5/6/10. ; 

Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
cand compulet [ea Original coupon me ie pheraet in ee Bl receive st ison 


TO FIND THE STORE NEAREST YOU CHECK: 
1-800-657-8001 


| or HarborFreightusa.com/caranddriver 
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Automotive Accessories 
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All-Weather Floor Mats 


FloorLiner™&) !"#+) = /0-!3 = 

0 ER a OMI Pea OLR —~ Hen GOGn =o 8 a.0, 
G& (3 " .0-"! 4+ "-# /8 & +0- Tw | t+ &&* 1& (& 
ee oe a Pe teeter 

Pde “Meow ge oe talca teh >. 


They just 
snap right in! © 


..For advertising information call 1-800-445-6066 or 212-767-5750, S9am-5pm EST 





Side Window Deflectors #- 8&0 (8 *3 - 
: = | oe &' 0, Fes FO Tae Peis oie 
Cargo-Trunk Liner & +) ,0/"- ".@*"! -+" /@* #  -. Eta GG 

tke, Sede ho seas 
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RARE ——— Evprvthing at AUTOMOTIVE 
We et=i al Eatel a Metelaa) PRODUCTS LIMITED 
2435 Wisconsin Street Downers Grove, IL 60515 ' Specialists in Original Equipment and 
s{ele) -44. 1 = 6287 Aftermarket Automotive Accessories 
Canadian Customers; www.WeatherTech.ca visa —— — Ee: ©2010 MacNeil Automotive Products Limited 
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Patent assures 100% WHEEL INTEGRITY 
STOCKING THOUSANDS OF REFINISHED WHEELS 








« From $/5/wheel straighten, Weld, Pallsh, 
- Sales/Exchange Paint, Powdercoat & 
ALOG! Clearcoat 

| yew 2010 ONLINE aw ao 





ALLOY WHEEL REPAIR, REFINISHING & SALES 


* SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP » GUARANTEED 
« TESTED PROCESS « UFETIME WARRANTY! 


www.wheelcollision.com 
1-800-292-RIMS (7467) 























THE CAR ROOM MAGAZINE 
= The only magazine FOR Model 
Collectors BY Model Collectors! 


Collecting models isn't just a 


hobby it's passion! Each issue will 
enlighten, entertain, & educate. 


$66-799-1961 
TheCarRoom.com 


inexpensive solutions for OBD-2 diagnostics 








¥ Best selling scan tools, from $49.95! 
# Work on a@// 1996+ cars and trucks 
¥ Free diagnostic software included 

¥ 90 day money back guarantee 

“ Order online, and use code 


CNDOL110 for a 15% discount! 
www.ScantTool.net 


1A. wz 


LAMITNNE PUG 


Jetta TRI Cup 


Wersal or Precut Kits 


LAMIN-=.GOIM 


[VoOo fSaelpipes 





















/empirecovers 


$88.872.6855 





STANDARD CAR COVER 


gTAATS AT 


$24 93 


Great for Indoors 
3 Year Warranty 





| 100% WATERPROOF CAR COVER 


STARTS AT 
= $89 99 


Excellent Value 
10 Year Warranty 





THE MAX CAR COVER 


$139.99 


Lifetime Warranty 
Available for: 
Truck, SUV & Van 





ON CUSTOM FLOOR MATS 
Use Coupon Code CDRT210 





RUBBERTITE*CAR MATS 


« Exact Fit Patterns 
© Wells to Trap Dirt 
| «4 Colors Available 


| Be «5 Year Warranty 


STARTS AT 


$89 90 


® Exact Fit Patterns 
«Logo Emblems 

«50 Carpet Colors 
+> Better than OEM! 





empirecovers, com 


Order online 24/7 


888.872.6855 


Mon.- Fri. 9am-8:00pm Eastern 
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WHAT PD DO DIFFERENTLY 


Tommy Ivo 
= 


C/D: We’re talking to you because of your 
racing background, but we can’t ignore the 
show-biz part of your life or why yow’re known 
as “TV” Tommy Iwo. Your family moved from 
Denver to Hollywood when you were a kid, 
and you were in the movies—everything from 
Sunset Boulevard to The Babe Ruth Story. 
Then TV—lots of westerns, plus Donna Reed, 
My Three Sons, Mike Hammer, Father 
Knows Best, Leave it to Beaver, Lassie. 

TI: I could sing and tap-dance—all kids 
sang and tap-danced then, instead of playing 
guitars like they do now—and people told my 
mother, “You ought to take him to Hollywood.” 
So she tried to get little Tommy in the movies. 
I had some acting ability, and I progressed— 
from playing an orphan and a cripple when I 
was younger to playing the 10-thumbed bum- 
bling boyfriend. 

C/D: In 1952, you discovered cars, and 
drag racing, which was just getting started. 

TI: Drag racers had a pretty bad reputa- 
tion—they were the kids with foxtails waving 
from their antennas and mud flaps on their 
cars, trying to kill everybody in town as they 
raced away from traffic lights. 

C/D: In 1961, youhad a starring role in an 
ABC series called Margie. And that’s the year 
Hot Rod decided to put you on the cover with 
your now-legendary four-engine dragster. 
And it changed everything. 

TI: That’s what got me fired from drag rac- 
ing. Hot Rodtookthe car downto the Margie set 
for the photo, and when the producers saw 
what I was racing, you could hear doors slam- 
ming from one side of the studio to the otheras 
theyran intocall the lawyers. When the Margie 


An actor from age nine until leaving 
Hollywood 20 years later to go drag racing, 
Ivo became the first to cover the quarter-mile 

in less than six seconds. Retired from racing in 
1982 and now 73, he reflects on his career. 


show was over, I said, “That’s it—they’re not 
going to stop me from driving again.” ’dacted 
for 20 years—been in about a hundred movies, 
a couple hundred TV shows—and it was old 
hat, but the drag racing was really bitchin’. 

C/D: You toured as a kind of a millionaire 
playboy movie-star character, battling the 
blue-collar boys like Don Garlits. 

TI: ?dwalk out of the trailer with my white 
gloves and see if the car was clean or not. They 
never saw me rolling around in the muck and 
the mud andthe dirt in the middle of the night 
fixing the durned thing. 

C/D: That four-engine, four-wheel-drive 
dragster, even today, isa marvel. 

TI: We never put them on dynos in those 
days, but it probably made between 1600 and 
1800 horsepower for all four engines. Natu- 
rally aspirated motors running on gasoline 
because, at the time, the NHRA banned nitro. 
Two Buick V-8s on each side, making essen- 
tially a pair of V-16s. 

C/D: That car could not have been fun to 
drive. It weighed 4000 pounds, and it essen- 
tially ended your career when you hit a fairly 
benign bump and the jolt broke your back. 

TI: That thing has been nothing but bad 
luck for me, but it’s my signature car. Of the 36 
cars I built and raced, I hated that one the most. 
It was like driving a 200-mph Sherman tank. 

C/D: What did you like the best? 

TI: The front-engined dragsters. At Long 
Beach, we smoked the tires from one end of the 
strip to the other, and the smoke would be all 
kinds of colors. That was in the Sixties, and I’d 
say, “Far out, man! Look at that!” 

C/D: Even offthe track, you were ahead of 





your time. You toured for a while in a huge 
truck that had glass sides, showing off your 
race car inside, all lit up at night, and you had 
a Chevrolet Corvette push car that sat on top 
of the trailer. 

TI: Whatever it took to keep fans and pro- 
moters interested—Id show up in a car with 
one motor, two motors, I’d sit in front of the 
motor, I’d be behind the motor, I’d bring a jet 
car, a Funny Car, and to me, that was part of the 
excitement—every year we’d come home 
from touring and say, “Oh, boy, oh, boy, what 
are we gonna do next?” I know shot myselfin 
the foot playing the movie star because now I 
don’t always get a whole bunch of credit for 
putting all that together. 

C/D: Soifyou had it to do over... 

TI: I was pretty musically inclined—I 
played the piano, the marimba, the drums, the 
steel guitar. Had I not gotten into the movies 
or went drag racing, I think I would have gotten 
involved with rock ’r roll, and I can’t help but 
wonder how that would have gone. When I was 
nine years old, I did a play with Boris Karloff, 
and he told my mother, “I don’t know what he’s 
going to do when he grows up, but whatever it 
is, he’s gonna be good at it.” But I wouldn’t 
change much. For the first part of my career, I 
got to ride with Roy Rogers and Gene Autry, 
and swing through the jungle on vines with 
Bomba the Jungle Boy... 

C/D:... and for the last part, you were 
good enough at drag racing to be inducted 
into the Motorsports Hall of Fame of America 
in 2005. 

TI: Really, now, how much better does it 
get? —STEVEN COLE SMITH 
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TERRAIN 


WE GAVE IT MORE IDEAS PER SQUARE INCH. 
BECAUSE MORE IS WHAT WE DO. 





It’s equipped with the StabiliTrak stability enhancement system and has a four-wheel independent suspension. It has a refined 
interior and seating for five adults. And it has an efficient 2.4L direct-injection engine: In fact, it does everything bigger 
SUVs can do, and one thing they can’t: offer an EPA-estimated 32 hwy mpg. We gave it more ideas per square inch. Because 
more is what we do. INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW TERRAIN. THE SMALLER SUV, FROM GMC. WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE. 


*EPA-estimated mpg (FWD) 22 city/32 hwy. ©2010 General Motors. All rights reserved. GMC® GMC logo® MultiFlex® StabiliTrak® Terrain™ WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE® 
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